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15 January 2026

Dear Lord Vallance,

Follow up to meeting between Minister and Animals in Science
Committee Chair

Thank you for your time at our meeting of 7 January 2026. | found it to be an
incredibly helpful and productive meeting, particularly on the role of the Animals
in Science Committee (ASC) in delivering the alternatives strategy.

| was especially pleased to hear the Minister’s drive to make quick progress on
delivering the commitments made in the alternatives strategy. As you are
aware, there are three key areas where the ASC have been given a role: the
Chair sitting on the cross-government Ministerial committee on alternative
methods; input into the development of and oversight of the creation of the
alternatives methods committee; and the ability of DSIT to commission advice
from the ASC as appropriate. Separately, the ASC will be commissioned to
provide recommendations on corporate responsibility reporting expectations by
establishments using animals on their use of alternatives. During the meeting,
we also agreed that the wider ASC should be involved in the official-led group
on the alternatives strategy to provide input at a more operational level, with
regular review on how this is working.

| look forward to hearing from your officials regarding the dates of the first
meeting of the cross-government Ministerial group and the official-led group.

My office would be happy to liaise with yours to find a suitable time slot.

Yours sincerely,
S’ RUQ'\(\SU\

Dr Sally Robinson
Chair of the Animals in Science Committee



