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	by Harry Wood

	Appointed by the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

	Decision date: 17th February 2026

	
Application Ref: COM/3377343
The piece of land adjoining Appleton Road, Cumnor, Oxfordshire
Register Unit No: CL36
Commons Registration Authority: Oxfordshire County Council

· The application dated 17 December 2025 is made under Section 38 of the Commons Act 2006 (the 2006 Act) for consent to carry out restricted works on common land.
· The application is made by WSP UK Ltd for Southern Electric Power Distribution PLC. 
· The works comprise (all measurements are approximate) temporary excavation of a 13m long x 0.1m wide underground cable trench enclosed by temporary barriers for around 3 working days.



Decision
1. Consent is granted for the works described in the application dated 17 December 2025 and the plans submitted with it, subject to the following conditions:
1) The works shall begin no later than 3 years from the date of this decision.
		REASON: To provide certainty to users of the common land.
2) Any common land impacted by the works shall be fully reinstated within one month from the completion of the works (note that this does not apply to any physical changes or permanent features introduced as part of the works for which consent is granted).
		REASON: To retain access for the public over the common land.
2. For the purposes of identification only, the location of the proposed works is shown on the attached plan.
Preliminary Matters 
3. I have had regard to Defra’s Common Land consents policy of November 2015 (the Defra policy) in determining this application under Section 38, which has been published for the guidance of both the Planning Inspectorate and applicants. However, every application will be considered on its merits and a determination will depart from the policy if it appears appropriate to do so. In such cases, the decision will explain why it has departed from the policy.

4. The application has been determined solely on the basis of written evidence.

5. I have taken account of representations made by Natural England (NE) and Open Spaces Society (OSS), neither of which object to the works.

6. I am required by section 39 of the 2006 Act to have regard to the following in determining this application:
a. the interests of persons having rights in relation to, or occupying, the land (and in particular persons exercising rights of common over it);
b. the interests of the neighbourhood;
c. the public interest. (Section 39(2) of the 2006 Act provides that the public interest includes the public interest in; nature conservation; the conservation of the landscape; the protection of public rights of access to any area of land; and the protection of archaeological remains and features of historic interest); and
d. any other matter considered to be relevant.
Reasons 
7. The applicant advises that the works are required to lay a new electricity supply to a property at Appleton Road to maintain Scottish and Southern Electricity's (SSEN) safe and secure network. 
The interests of those occupying or having rights over the land

8. The common land register for CL36 records that the land is subject to protection (by the local authority) under section 9 of the Commons Registration Act 1965. The land is registered pursuant to a decision of the Commons Commissioner dated 15 October 1975 (2/U/54) in which the Commissioner was not satisfied that any person is the owner of the land. The register also records that there are no rights of common.

9. There is no evidence to suggest that anyone occupies or has rights of common over the land.
The interests of the neighbourhood and public rights of access
10. The interests of the neighbourhood test relates to whether the works will impact on the way the common land is used by local people and is closely linked with interests of public access. The application plan shows that the excavation will mainly be along the edge of a surfaced route to residential properties on the west side of Appleton Road and I consider the application land’s primary use is likely to be for access to those properties.

11. I am satisfied that the small scale of the works will allow the public to walk around the excavated area with little inconvenience and that the works’ short duration of around three days will not unduly harm the above interests.
The public interest
Nature conservation and conservation of the landscape

12. The common is not subject to any statutory or non-statutory designation for nature conservation and has no particular landscape designation. NE advises that the works are unlikely to have any significant adverse effects on any protected sites or on the common’s biodiversity or landscape.

13. The excavated material will be used to backfill the trench and SSEN’s approved contractors will reinstate the common to its former condition, which can be secured by attaching a suitable condition to the consent.

14. There is no evidence to suggest that nature conservation interests will be harmed by the works and I am satisfied that their impact on the landscape will be short term and minimal.
Archaeological remains and features of historic interest
15. Historic England and Oxfordshire County Council’s Historic Environment Team were consulted about the application but did not comment. There is no evidence before me to suggest that there are any archaeological remains or features of historic interest within the common to be harmed by the works.
 
Conclusion  
16. I conclude that the scale and duration of the works to maintain a safe and secure electricity network to a local property are unlikely to unduly harm any of the above interests.  

17. Consent is therefore granted for the proposed works subject to the conditions set out in paragraph 1.

Harry Wood 
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Designer Name: Amy Evans Job Number: FFC453
Key

Proposed low voltage underground cable shown
red.

Point of connection to existing pole shown black.

Boundary of Common Land shown green.

VOLTAGES (V)
LV (Low Voltage) and Services | up to 1,000V
HV (High Voltage) over 1,000V to 11,000V
EHV (Extra High Voltage) 22,000V to 132,000V
Transmission 275,000V and 400,000V
NORMAL DEPTH TO THE TOP OF THE CABLE WHEN LAID
Services w HV EHV
FOOTPATH/UNMADE 0.45m 0.45m 0.6m 0.8m
ROAD CROSSING 0.6m 0.6m 0.75m 0.9m
AGRICULTURAL im im im 1.1lm

WARNING

There may have been subsequent alterations to the surface levels. Trial holes
must be taken to determine positions and depths of cables. HS (G) 47 Booklet from the
Health and Safety Executive - Avoiding Danger from Buried Cables - should be consulted
before commencing excavation work
WHEN WORKING IN THE VICINITY OF OVERHEAD LINES THE HEALTH AND SAFETY
GUIDANCE NOTE GS6 SHOULD BE CONSULTED (AVAILABLE FROM THE HSE WEBSITE)

f you are unsure & need to seek advice before commencing
excavations please contact;

General Enquiries 0800 048 3516

Souther Bectri Power Distrbutin plc
Regktered Offce: o1 Porbury Pace.
43 Foroury Road Reading RG 34
Regitered In Englnd & Waks No 04094290

Subject toreveion - Master held by SSEN Distriuton Asset Data Tear:
Asset Data@sse.com 01256 337 294
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