Introducing a minimum learning period for learner drivers
Introduction
	Thank you for responding to this consultation which is asking for your views on proposals to introduce mandatory requirements that learner drivers must meet before taking a practical driving test for a category B licence.
Closing date is 31 March 2026.
Accessibility statement
Read our accessibility statement for SmartSurvey forms [opens in a new window].
Data protection regulations
The Department for Transport (DfT) is running this consultation which is asking for your views on proposals to introduce mandatory requirements that learner drivers must meet before taking a practical driving test for a category B licence.
View our DfT online form and survey privacy notice [opens in a new window] for more information on how your personal data is processed in relation to this survey.
In addition we are asking about your relationship regarding cars and driving in order to better understand your connection to the topic.
Do not include personal information in your responses unless specifically requested.





Your information
1. What is your name?
		





2. What is your email address?
		





3. Are you responding on behalf of an organisation?
	    
	Yes

	    
	No (Go to ‘Individual detail’)





Organisation details
4. Your organisation is a:
	    
	car driving school

	    
	road safety organisation

	    
	another type of organisation:
	 






[Now go to ‘Proposal’]

Individual details
5. You are:
	    
	a car driver with a full licence who passed their car driving test more than 2 years ago

	    
	a car driver with a full licence who has recently (within the last 2 years) passed their car driving test

	    
	a learner car driver

	    
	a parent of a learner car driver 

	    
	a guardian of a learner car driver

	    
	a parent of a car driver with a full licence who has recently (within the last 2 years) passed their car driving test

	    
	a guardian of a car driver with a full licence who has recently (within the last 2 years) passed their car driving test

	    
	a parent of a car driver with a full licence who passed their car driving test more than 2 years ago

	    
	a guardian of a car driver with a full licence who passed their car driving test more than 2 years ago

	    
	an approved driving instructor (ADI) 

	    
	a trainee driving instructor

	    
	an academic  

	    
	another type of person:
	 








Proposal
	We are seeking views on introducing a minimum time period between passing a theory test and taking a practical driving test for driving tests taken for a category B licence, the standard licence used to operate a car.
We are also seeking views on:
1. introducing a minimum number of supervised practical driving hours
1. creating a mandated learning syllabus
1. the ways that any required learning could be conducted
Full information is in our consultation material [opens in a new window]. 


6. In addition to holding a provisional licence and passing a theory test, do you agree or disagree with the introduction of further mandatory requirements for learner drivers before they can take a practical car driving test?
	    
	Agree (Go to ‘Further requirement age groups’)

	    
	Neither agree nor disagree (Go to ‘Minimum learning time’)

	    
	Disagree 

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Minimum learning time’)





Against further mandatory requirements
7. Why not?
		









[Now go to ‘Minimum learning time’]

Further requirement age groups
8. Why?
		








9. In your view what age of learner car driver should the further mandatory requirements be applied to?
	    
	17 to 19 year olds (and 16 year olds in receipt of a qualifying disability benefit) only

	    
	17 to 21 year olds (and 16 year olds in receipt of a qualifying disability benefit) only

	    
	17 to 25 year olds (and 16 year olds in receipt of a qualifying disability benefit) only

	    
	All ages

	    
	Other age groups (including bracket if relevant):
	 








Further mandatory requirements: age group reasoning
10. Why?
		











Minimum learning time
	In minimum learning periods, learners are required to undergo a minimum time period before taking a practical car driving test or obtaining a full licence. 


11. Do you agree or disagree that any new mandatory requirements should include a minimum learning time period between passing a theory test and being able to take a practical car driving test?  
	    
	Agree (Go to ‘Minimum learning time period’)

	    
	Disagree

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Theory test certificate’)





Against minimum learning time
12. Why not?
		









[Now go to ‘Theory test certificate’] 

Minimum learning time period
13. Why?
		








14. In your view how long should the time period be?  
	    
	3 months   

	    
	6 months   

	    
	Another number of months:
	 








Minimum learning time period reasoning
15. Why?
		











Theory test certificate
16. In your view if we did introduce a minimum time period before a learner driver can take a practical car driving test, should the validity length of the theory test certificate be extended?
	    
	Yes

	    
	No

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Minimum number of car driving hours’)





Theory test certificate reasoning
17. Why?
		











Minimum number of car driving hours
	For the next question driving hours are to be considered being completed with either:
1. an eligible supervising driver
1. an approved driving instructor
1. both an eligible supervising driver and an approved driving instructor


18. Do you agree or disagree that new mandatory learner requirements should include a minimum number of car driving hours?
	    
	Agree (Go to ‘Minimum number of car driving hours amount’)

	    
	Disagree

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Content of mandatory learner requirements’)





Disagree with minimum number of car driving hours
19. Why not?
		









[Now go to ‘Content of mandatory learner requirements’]

Minimum number of car driving hours amount
20. Why?
		








21. In your view what should be the minimum required number of car driving hours?
	    
	40 hours

	    
	60 hours

	    
	80 hours

	    
	100 hours

	    
	120 hours

	    
	Another number of hours:
	 








Minimum required number of car driving hours reasoning
22. Why?
		











Content of mandatory learner requirements
23. Do you agree or disagree that new mandatory learner requirements should include: 
	
	Agree 
	Disagree 
	Don't know 

	a mandatory modular learning syllabus to complete
	    
	    
	    

	a mandatory logbook to complete
	    
	    
	    

	mandatory e-learning to complete
	    
	    
	    



Why (referencing the appropriate statement or statements in your response):
	








Exemption
	Exemptions to any new mandatory requirements for learner drivers could be made in specific circumstances. 
The full circumstances and reasons are in the 'current licensing requirements' section of the consultation information [opens in a new window].


24. In your view should some learner drivers be exempt from any new mandatory requirements for learner drivers?
	    
	Yes

	    
	No (Go to ‘Mandatory learner requirements: offences’)

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Mandatory learner requirements: offences’)





Exemption criteria
25. In your view who should be exempt from any new mandatory requirements for learner drivers?
	    
	Foreign driving licence holders resident in GB

	    
	Those qualifying for disability benefits

	    
	Members of the Armed Forces

	    
	Drivers for the emergency services

	    
	Carers

	    
	Another set of people:
	 








Exemption criteria reasoning
26. Why?
		








27. In your view how should exemptions be applied?
	    
	Individual applies for exemption with proof of exemption eligibility

	    
	Individual makes self-declaration without proof of eligibility

	    
	Another way:
	 








Mandatory learner requirements: offences
	Under British road traffic legislation, an individual’s driving licence can be withdrawn for a number of reasons.
These reasons are stated and discussed in the 'driving licence revocation, disqualifications and potential MLP impacts' section of our consultation information [opens in a new window].


28. Do you agree or disagree that any new mandatory learner requirements should apply to a driver:
	
	Agree   
	Disagree  
	Don't know  

	whose licence is revoked for receiving at least six penalty points during their probationary period
	    
	    
	    

	who has been disqualified from driving for committing motoring offences and has been ordered by a court to retake a driving test (ordinary or extended)
	    
	    
	    



Why (referencing the appropriate statement or statements in your response):
	








Final comments
29. Any other comments?
		









