15 January 2026
Clarifications: Low Pay Commission call for research for 2026 and beyond
This document contains clarifications relating to the following invitations to tender:
· LPC 2025/02 Quantitative research into the impacts of recent increases in the youth rates of the UK minimum wage
· LPC 2025/03 Research into young people's experience of the labour market and minimum wages
· LPC 2025/04 Research relating to the Apprentice Rate of the minimum wage
· LPC 2025/05 Open Call for research relating to the National Minimum Wage including National Living Wage
· LPC 2025/06 Employment effects of the National Living Wage
· LPC 2025/07 Research related to the youth and apprentice rates of the minimum wage (longer-term projects)
· LPC 2025/08 The impact of the minimum wage on productivity (longer-term projects)
The deadline to request clarifications was 14:00 on 12 January 2026. 
In response to questions received, the following clarifications were issued on 15 January 2026:
1. Section 5 of each Invitation to Tender (ITT) document outlines the documents required for a full application. Tenderers should read this section in full as it contains additional details to those provided here. A summary of the required documents is provided below:
a) Commercial documents:
i. Form of Tender (Schedule 04)
ii. A document confirming acceptance of the Terms and Conditions of contract (Schedule 06; the standard Terms and Conditions are published alongside the Invitations to Tender on the LPC website). 
iii. Confirmation that the Tenderer has no existing or potential conflict of interest (COI), or a COI statement.
iv. Confirmation that the Tenderer has Cyber Essentials certification, or evidence that the Tenderer will achieve such certification prior to Contract commencement
v. Where applicable, Schedules 01 to 03 (covering sub-contracting information, consortium information and commercially sensitive information). 
b) Responses to the quality criteria:
i. A01: Understanding the requirements and context
ii. A02: Methodology and approach
iii. A03: Ability to deliver (including project planning, resource and risk management and expertise)
c) Completed price schedule. 

2. The price schedule should be completed using the template for the relevant project. Templates are available on the LPC website (published alongside the ITT documents). All costs related to the project should be included on the price schedule. This can include principal researcher time, research assistance and administrative support, as well as other relevant costs.

3. We have published a range of calls for research. We recognise that researchers may have project proposals that do not fit neatly under a specific call or may be relevant to more than one. In such cases, we provide the following advice:
a) Please read the full specifications in Schedule 07 of the ITT documents carefully. These make it clear where there is flexibility and where we have more specific requirements. It may be that projects already fit well under a particular call.
b) Bids that do not fit under any of the specific calls for research may be better suited to submission under the Open Call (LPC 2025/05).
c) Researchers can submit bids under more than one call. In this case, each bid should stand independently (i.e. researchers could not make a project under one call contingent on their being awarded a project under another call).
d) We note that one of the criteria on which bids are assessed is ‘Ability to deliver’. As such, Tenderers should consider their area of expertise when designing their bid. In most cases, we would welcome proposals for smaller projects, for example those that address one particular aspect of the research question. Proposed project budgets should reflect the scale of the proposed project. 



