


considered as curtilage Listed, but must be understood as an indivisible part of them 
with the host mansion. “ 
 
Also 4.6 “We note that planning consent is required where the erection of a fence would 
take place within the curtilage of a listed building. It is the view of Conservation that this 
should be applied for retrospectively.” 
 
BCC officers confirmed to Cotham School in July 2018 that the playing fields were the 
curtilage of a listed building, so that a planning application would be required for a 
fence. It is refreshing to see that seven years later the Conservation team identifies the 
correct status of the land.  
Planning law exists for a reason. They are there to protect landscapes, heritage assets, 
wildlife and local communities before irreversible changes are made. A protected 
landscape is not a neutral act.  
 
Across the country, communities are asking the same question. Why are normal 
planning and environmental safeguards repeatedly being bypassed and treated as a 
routine part of the business model rather than a sign that a site may simply be 
unsuitable? These are serious, legitimate concerns, and they deserve proper scrutiny.  
 




