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Bristol Local Plan – Site Allocations and Development Management Policies – Adopted July 2014

Primary Shopping Areas

Within Primary Shopping Areas change of use of shops (Use Class A1) to another use will 
not be permitted unless the proposed use would:

i.	 Make a positive contribution to the vitality, viability and diversity of the Primary 	
Shopping Area and centre; and

ii.	 Not fragment any part of the Primary Shopping Area by creating a significant break 	
in the shopping frontage; and

iii.	 Not result in a loss of retail floorspace of a scale harmful to the shopping function 	
of the centre; and 

iv.	 Be compatible with a retail area in that it includes a shopfront with a display 	
function and would be immediately accessible to the public from the street.

Secondary Shopping Frontages

Within Secondary Shopping Frontages the development of retail or other related uses will 
be acceptable where they would help to maintain or enhance the function of the centre. 
In all cases the proposed use will be expected:

i.	 To complement the retail function of the centre and not harm its vitality, viability 	
or diversity; and

ii.	 Not to harmfully dominate or fragment frontages; and

iii.	 To maintain an appropriate balance and diversity of uses in all parts of the 	
Secondary Shopping Frontage; and

iv.	 To generate a reasonable level of footfall and be of general public interest or 	
service; and

v.	 To be compatible with a shopping area in that it includes a shopfront with a 	
display function and would be immediately accessible to the public from the street.

In all cases, proposals which would result in the loss of retail floorspace, including 
storage or servicing space, will be expected to demonstrate that they will not be 
detrimental to the continued viability of the retail unit.

	 2.8.4	 The Primary Shopping Areas identified in the Town and District Centres represent the 
retail core of those centres. They contain a high proportion of retail shops supported by 
significant numbers of uses such as cafés, bars, and financial and professional services. 
In order that the retail function of the town and district centres is not eroded, the policy 
aims generally to maintain the existing proportion of retail by retaining shops (Use 
Class A1). However, it provides some flexibility for other uses where they would make a 
positive contribution to the role of the centre.

	 2.8.5 	Primary Shopping Areas are particularly sensitive to breaks in the A1 retail frontage as 
they have an impact on footfall and affect shoppers’ perceptions of parts of the centre. 
A significant break (criterion ii of the policy) will be considered to have occurred where 
uses would, individually or cumulatively, change the perceived function of that part 
of the frontage away from one associated primarily with shopping. The impact of any 
break will be assessed having regard to its extent, location and potential impact on 
shopper footfall at that location or in other parts of the centre.






