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	[bookmark: bmkTable00]Direction Decision

	by Laura Renaudon LLM LARTPI Solicitor

	an Inspector on direction of the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

	Decision date: 10 December 2025



	Ref: ROW/3368556
Representation by Little Missenden Parish Council
Buckinghamshire Council
Application to add a footpath between Parish Piece and Watchet Lane, Holmer Green
Application reference 16855CDD 

	· The representation is made under Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (‘the 1981 Act’) seeking a direction to be given to Buckinghamshire Council (‘the Council’) to determine an application for an Order, under Section 53(5) of that Act.

	· The representation is made by Little Missenden Parish Council dated 15 July 2025.

	· The certificate under Paragraph 2(3) of Schedule 14 is dated 27 February 2021.

	· The Council was consulted about the representation on 17 July 2025 and the Council’s response was made on 11 August 2025.
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Decision
1.	The Council is directed to determine the above-mentioned application.
Reasons
2.	Authorities are required to investigate applications as soon as reasonably practicable and, after consulting the relevant district and parish councils, decide whether to make an order on the basis of the evidence discovered. Applicants have the right to ask the Secretary of State to direct a surveying authority, here the Council, to reach a decision on an application if no decision has been reached within 12 months of the authority’s receipt of certification that the applicant has served notice of the application on affected landowners and occupiers. The affected landowner or occupier in this case appears to be the Definitive Maps officer of the Council, according to ‘Form 2’ completed by the applicant. The Council do not take any issue with that and thus I must presume it to be the case that the Council are the owner and the occupier of the land affected by the application. 
3.	The Secretary of State in considering whether, in response to such a request, to direct an authority to determine an application for an order within a specified period, will take into account any statement made by the surveying authority setting out its priorities for bringing and keeping the definitive map up to date, the reasonableness of such priorities, any actions already taken by the authority or expressed intentions of further action on the application in question, the circumstances of the case and any views expressed by the applicant. 
4.	The application in question was made in February 2021. The Council’s prioritisation system involves prioritising those applications that rely on user evidence, as this one does. However, absent other factors (such as the potential of development affecting the route) the applications are investigated by the Council in chronological order of receipt. The Council employ some three officers to deal with similar applications, although such staffing has not allowed it to respond to applications without delay. Presently some 19 applications are being worked on or progressed. After those, the current application is the 10th in priority, although the 23rd one chronologically, of the remaining list of some 49 outstanding applications. 
5.	Circular 01/09 explains that funding for rights of way functions is provided to local authorities through the revenue support grant; and that authorities should ensure that sufficient resources are devoted to meeting their statutory duties with regard to the protection and recording of public rights of way. There appears nothing inherently unreasonable in the Council’s statement of priorities for investigating and determining the outstanding applications. However, the number of applications outstanding, including some 20 applications that are around five years old or more, suggests that the Council has not allocated sufficient resources to discharge its obligations to bring and keep the Definitive Map and Statement up to date. 
6.	An applicant’s right to seek a direction from the Secretary of State gives rise to the expectation of a determination of that application within 12 months under normal circumstances. In this case, that period has expired and no exceptional circumstances have been indicated. There appears a considerable public interest in determining this application with some expedition. The applicant is an elected body representative of parishioners; the land that is the subject of the application appears to be in the ownership of the same corporate body as the surveying authority (namely the Council); and the application involves determining the rights and amenities of a significant number of local residents including children. These are all factors that weigh in favour of an early determination.
7.	In the circumstances I have decided that there is a case for setting a date by which time the application should be determined.
8.	It is appreciated that the Council will require some time to carry out their investigation and make a decision on the application. A further period of six months has been allowed. 
Direction
On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and pursuant to Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, I HEREBY DIRECT the Buckinghamshire Council to determine the above-mentioned application not later than six months from the date of this decision.
Laura Renaudon
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