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You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important

Dear Sirs

I would like to object to the Planning Application S62A/2025/0133 with a site
address  listed as Stoke Lodge Playing Fields, West Dene, Shirehampton, Bristol
BS9 2BH, for the following reasons:

There is no reference to or consideration of the impact of the proposal on the
Public Rights Of Way across the site. There are four rights of way are on the site,
not adjacent to it, that have been approved by the Council as landowner and are
awaiting consideration by the Planning Inspectorate (ROW/3363939). At least one
of the proposed CCTV poles (camera 5 and possibly camera 4) would obstruct a
right of way.

I understand that the DEFRA National Planning Policy Framework and guidance
on ‘Open space, sports and recreation facilities, public rights of way and local
green space’ provides guidance on the consideration of rights of way in
association with any development. Defra circular 1/09 states at paragraph 7.4 that
‘all public rights of way crossing or adjoining a proposed development site must be
marked on the plan to be submitted with the full planning application’. The
applicant has failed to do this. In addition, the Defra guidance is clear that the
information supplied by an applicant must make clear ‘how the potential
development will impinge on any rights of way’, and that planning decision-makers
must identify and take into account any rights of way affected by the development,
including applications for the addition of a path, the possible existence of any other
rights of way and paths not yet recorded on the definitive map. Based on the
information provided by the applicant, the Planning Inspectorate will be unable to
properly assess this aspect of the proposal. This is a material issue that affects the
planning judgement of the Inspectorate and should cause the application to be
rejected.

The existence of these rights of way will materially affect the location and
positioning of the fence and the way in which the school uses the land. If the
Planning Inspectorate confirms the addition of these paths to the Definitive Map
then the fence is likely to be relocated or removed. This application should not be
considered without consideration being given to the impact of the proposal on
those claimed rights of way and the amenity of users.

I believe Businesses may not install cameras directly on public land without a
permit and they must have a legitimate reason for recording. I do not believe there
is a legitimate reason for recording. Who will monitor the recording and what
requirements do they have to meet.

I believe that it is possible to record a public right-of-way, but Cotham must follow
GDPR rules. However, it is possible for these cameras to record inside private
homes or gardens which is not legal. The cameras IF APPROVED should only



cover Stoke Lodge and the entrances — not neighbouring gardens or houses.

A CCTV setup is unlawful if:

It's installed “just because” with no real justification, THE JUSTIFICATION
PROVIDED IS QUESTIONABLE AND SHOULD BE CHALLENGED
The camera records people somewhere they wouldn’t expect surveillance

These cameras can record more than necessary (“Excessive or intrusive
recording”) which is one of the MOST common breaches of GDPR.

Examples:

A camera aimed at neighbours’ gardens or windows
A school camera that records nearby homes unnecessarily

Under GDPR, this breaks data minimisation rules.

A Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) is required if the CCTV is high risk,
such as:

Monitoring children (schools)
Monitoring large public areas
Cameras with advanced tech (e.g., facial recognition)

If a school or business installs CCTV in a high-risk environment without a DPIA
this a breach of the Data Protection Act. I do not see such an assessment in the
package of documents. THE APPLICATION SHOULD BE REFUSED

Cotham school CCTV policy states that cameras will be sited so they only capture
images relevant to the purposes for which they are installed, and care will be
taken to ensure that reasonable privacy expectations are not violated. The School
will ensure that location of equipment is carefully considered to ensure that images
captured comply with the Data Protection Act. This is not the case with this
application.

The 6m tall wind-down CCTV columns (Model AW1545/6/BAS/UP) will require a
concrete base(1.1m x 1.1m x 0.55m) to be constructed below the field surface to
support each column and to provide cable entry into the column cabinet from
beneath via a duct constructed within the base. Cable runs - A 450mm-wide
trench will be formed across the sports field to accommodate CCTV cabling (See
Figure 6). Turf will be carefully stripped and temporarily stored adjacent to the
working areas. Subsoil and topsoil will be excavated and reinstated in separate
operations to prevent cross-contamination. Once cables are laid, the trench will be
backfilled, compacted to existing levels, and the turf reinstated and watered.
WHAT IS THE REAL EFFECT OF THIS TRENCH OR THE BASE ON THE
PROTECTED TREES.

-- 
Regards

Neil Redman
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