
  

Biodiversity Net Gain Exemption Statement 

In England, biodiversity net gain is required under a statutory framework introduced by 
Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (inserted by the Environment Act 
2021). 

Under the statutory framework for biodiversity net gain, subject to some exceptions, 
every grant of planning permission is deemed to have been granted subject to the 
condition that the biodiversity gain objective is met (“the biodiversity gain condition”). 

For further information on biodiversity net gain and the planning process please refer to 
government guidance and our BNG Practice Note. 

As part of the planning application process applicants will need to submit this screening 
assessment (section A) and completing either Section B: Mandatory BNG Statement or 
Section C: Exemption Statement as necessary. 

This document assists the applicant in providing all necessary information. 

Please proceed to Section A. 



 
  

A. Screening Assessment 
In order to confirm if your application is subject to mandatory biodiversity net gain please 
work through the questions below. 

1. Does the development qualify as a 'householder application'? 

Householder Application: Defined in Article 2(1) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015. 

 

 

Yes → Exempt – complete statement in Section C 

No → Proceed to question 2 

2. Is the development undertaken solely or mainly for fulfilling the BNG condition of 
another development? 

 

 

Yes → Exempt – complete statement in Section C 

No → Proceed to question 3 

3. Does the development consist of no more than 9 self-build or custom build 
dwellings on a site no larger than 0.5 hectares? 

Self-Build or Custom Build: As defined in section 1(A1) of the Self-build and Custom 
Housebuilding Act 2015. 

 

 

Yes → Exempt – complete statement in Section C 

No → Proceed to question 4 

4. Does the development impact less than 25 square metres of onsite habitat or less 
than 5 metres of onsite linear habitat, and does not impact a priority habitat? 

 

 

Yes → Exempt – complete statement in Section C 

No → Mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain applies. Complete section B. 



 
  

B. Mandatory BNG Statement 

Mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain applies to this application. 

Development Description: 

Planning Reference: 

Development Address: 

Completed By: 

The following documents have been submitted with this application. The documents in 
bold are must be submitted as a minimum requirement at point of planning application. 
Without meeting this minimum requirement, the application will be at risk of not being 
validated and lead to delays. Details of documents can be found within the Bristol 
Validation Local list and Bristol’s BNG Practice Note. 

Biodiversity Net Gain Report 
Statutory Metric 
Habitat Maps (can be included within Report) 
BNG GIS Data 
Draft Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan 
Draft Biodiversity Gain Plan 

☐  
☐  
☐  
☐  
☐  
☐  

Date of BNG Statement Completion: 

(enter date) 








