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Open Session

1. Welcome & declarations

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

The Chair welcomed members and assessors to the 141t COMARE meeting, noting that this
is the last meeting for Dr Colin Martin, who will complete 10 years on the Committee at the
end of this month. He thanked Dr Martin for his work with COMARE, including leading on the
production of the 18" COMARE report and his input into several subcommittees.

The Chair welcomed the substitute ONR assessor to their first meeting, and Dr Simon Mann
in his return to the secretariat.

The Chair informed members that Mrs Sharon Deacon (COMARE administrative secretary)
has retired from UKHSA, and thanked Mrs Deacon for all the work she did for the committee.
A new administrative secretary will be appointed in due course.

Apologies were received from Professor David Sutton, Professor Amy Berrington de
Gonzalez, Professor Russell Foster, Professor Graham Smith and assessors from ONR,
FSA, Scottish Government and NHS Scotland. The Chair noted that assessors are welcome
to appoint substitutes to attend meetings.

The Chair reminded attendees about confidentiality and the need to disclose any relevant
interests to the Chair either at the beginning of the meeting or before the items concerned.

2. Minutes of the 140t COMARE meeting

i. Minutes, actions & matters arising

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

The Chair asked for comments or corrections to the minutes from the 140" meeting. No
comments were raised, and the minutes were approved without amendment. The minutes of
the open session will be posted on the COMARE webpage, while the minutes of the closed
session will remain confidential.

[Action: Secretariat]

The Chair reviewed the actions and ongoing matters from the 140" meeting, asking Dr
McNally and Dr Hill for updates on the preservation of the Oxford Survey of Childhood
Cancers (OSCC) and National Registry of Childhood Tumours (NRCT) databases. Dr
McNally reported that while discussion is ongoing there has been no favourable progress. In
addition to securing the preservation of the database, there is a request for access to pre-
1981 data to extend the thyroid cancer analyses at Sellafield. The research team have asked
COMARE for support in the use of the NRCT data. There are obstacles in getting
permissions from the team at Oxford to access the data and in getting permissions to carry
out linkages. The pressure of work for the Oxford team means that the granting of
permissions has not been progressed. While the databases are currently deemed safe, it is
important to avoid a data destruction order being issued. The Chair noted that he is still to
write to the Oxford team about the databases, as actioned at the previous meeting. Dr Hill
had no update to give regarding the OSCC database.

The Chair also asked the UKHSA & DHSC assessors about the action to investigate access
to the thyroid cancer data held by NHS Digital. The UKHSA assessor has provided contact
details to the research team, who are now following this up. The issue will be revisited if
there is no progress.

The Chair reminded members of the discussion of the work programme at the last meeting.
He noted that now the report on cardiovascular disease is nearing completion, work can
commence on a scoping exercise on cancer risks from low dose radiation and asked for
volunteers from the members. It is hoped that a project proposal on this topic can be drafted
for discussion at the next meeting.

[Action: Members]
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3. Committee matters

i. Correspondence

3.1

3.2

The Chair brought members’ attention to the correspondence received by COMARE.
Concerns have been raised regarding the potential contamination of a former airfield in
Nottinghamshire. This correspondence was referred to the Environment Agency, who
provided a response. COMARE has been asked for its position on this matter. The issue will
be discussed at the next Contaminations Working Group (CWG) meeting, in November. The
EA assessor reported that the EA will review the issue in advance of the CWG meeting.
UKHSA will also be informed of the correspondence.

The Chair also highlighted email correspondence that came via Professor Foster from a
sufferer of electromagnetic hypersensitivity (EHS), related to a digital smart meter
installation. The correspondence was referred to the EMF and Health working group, who
provided a response confirming that the group sympathises with sufferers and maintains a
watching brief on the scientific evidence on EHS.

4. Updates to the Committee:

i. Authorisations Working Group (AWG)

41

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

The Chair noted that Professor Sutton, the AWG Chair, has sent apologies to this meeting
and asked Dr McCready-Shea to provide information on consultations that have been
responded to. Dr McCready-Shea reported that a response to an EA consultation on disposal
of solid radioactive waste was sent in February.

A response was sent to a similar SEPA consultation in May that covered the objectives and
principles of regulating radioactive substances activities, environmental standards for inputs
of radioactive substances into groundwater, and near surface disposal facilities on land for
solid radioactive wastes. Some of the comments submitted to the EA in February also
applied to this consultation.

There was also a consultation by the EA regarding a submission from EDF for a permit
variation for the Hinkley Point B power station. A response was sent on 4™ July 2025 noting
that the permit variation appeared to be an administrative change and that the AWG had no
objections.

A consultation is being considered from the EA regarding a permit application at Port
Clarence landfill, which closes on 4t August 2025. This is a revision to an environmental
safety case that was commented on in 2019.

Professor Read mentioned a new call that came from the NDA yesterday for a consultation
on its draft strategy for the safe, secure and sustainable decommissioning of the UK’s legacy
nuclear sites.

ii. EMF and Health Working Group (EAHWG)

4.6

4.7

The Chair asked the Chair of EAHWG, Dr Kemp, to provide an update on the work of the
working group. Dr Kemp reported that the group has developed well and seen a large
number of papers, establishing a process to group these into systematic reviews, potential
mechanisms of effects from EMFs, single epidemiological studies and experimental
laboratory studies. He highlighted the Spotlight papers from BfS, which provide interesting
additional comments on recent publications.

Dr Kemp noted that while there is no substantial evidence to show a detrimental effect from
exposure from EMF within the scientific research that has been reviewed, it is clear that there
are people who suffer from EHS, the symptoms of which can be unpleasant and concerning
to them and to their families. Sufferers are looking for comfort and explanations, but it is very
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difficult to provide satisfactory explanations on the basis of available scientific evidence. This
is something which the working group is very conscious of and attempting to address. The
Committee is not able to provide medical advice, but endeavour to explain the scientific
research.

iii. ICRP Recommendations Working Group (IRWG)

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.1

4.12

The Chair asked the IRWG Chair, Dr McCready-Shea to provide an update for the
committee. Dr_McCready-Shea reported that the working group met on 12" June 2025,
welcoming two new members, Dr Little and Dr Terry.

Since the last meeting, the working group has responded to one consultation, concerning
assessment of solid cancer radiation risk at low dose and low dose rate.

Comments are being prepared on a consultation concerning pregnant-female mesh-type
reference computational phantoms for submission within the week. A consultation on
radiation dose to patients and diagnostic nuclear medicine was determined not to be relevant
to new recommendations and it was agreed that no response would be submitted.

Another consultation, on reference animals and plants and associated Derived Consideration
Reference Levels has been flagged to the EA and SEPA. The Chair commented that
although not strictly within COMARE’s remit, the committee could provide comments as it is
part of what ICRP is doing in preparation for issuing new recommendations. Professor J
Smith agreed to review the consultation, noting there is contradiction in some of the
conclusions regarding thresholds for tissue reactions in mammals and humans.

[Action: Professor J Smith]

Members were informed that a number of ICRP task groups are preparing reports, but no
details are currently available as to when these will be made available for consultation.

iv. Light & Health Subcommittee (LAHS)

4.13

The Chair informed members that the project proposal reviewed at the last meeting has been
submitted to DHSC and approval has been given for the LAHS to progress with the project.
The secretariat confirmed that three external members have accepted positions on the
subcommittee and that a date is still to be set for the first meeting.

v. UV Sunbeds Scoping Exercise

4.14

4.15

The Chair asked Professor Rhodes to update the committee. Professor Rhodes reported that
the UV Sunbeds Subcommittee (USS) has met twice to progress a project proposal due to
the complexity of the issue. The proposal considered scientific developments since the
publication of the 13" COMARE report in 2009 and the implementation of the report’s
recommendations.

Members were asked for comments on the draft project proposal which presented possible
approaches. It was agreed the objectives of the project would be a short review of more
recent science and reconsideration of the recommendations of the 13" COMARE report,
taking account of other more recent guidance, including that from WHO 2017. The report
would include review of the level of implementation of the recommendations across the UK.
Research gaps would be highlighted and the need for revised and/or additional
recommendations would be considered. It was agreed that a fully comprehensive report on
the topic was not warranted and would take significantly longer to complete. Members
discussed health campaigns for sunbeds and education on sunbed use, particularly for
young people. The committee agreed for the project proposal to be sent to the four UK health
departments for approval to take this work forward.

[Action: Secretariat]
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Closed Session Items -5 & 6:
5. Studies in progress
i. SAHSU update

5.1 The minutes for this item was considered as reserved business as it concerned pre-
publication material.

6. COMARE Subcommittee reports
i. Cardio-/cerebrovascular effects

6.1 The minutes for this item was considered as reserved business as it concerned pre-
publication material.

7. Information papers.

7.1 Dr Kemp commented on the EAHWG appraisal of Mevissen et al'. Professor Rhodes noted
that both UV radiation papers were editorial papers about sunbed risks with no new
information.

7.2 The Chair queried the conclusions of the Sokawa paper about childhood thyroid cancer after
the Fukushima accident?, which are inconsistent with the latest UNSCEAR review. Members
noted that this analysis did not include estimates of radiation doses. Members commented
that the paper by Smith-Bindman et al® was a straightforward risk calculation, in which CT
doses were multiplied by established risk factors to estimate numbers of possible deaths. It
would have been helpful to have more explanation of the uncertain basis for such numerical
estimates. The paper by Beck* about radon exposure was considered to be a valuable
addition to the literature, looking at reasons why the ICRP dose coefficient for radon
inhalation might be too high.

7.3 Members discussed the US Executive Order ‘Ordering the Reform of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission’s. The order includes a rebuttal of the use of the linear non-threshold (LNT) dose
response model, which is inconsistent with the international consensus. The US Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) is holding a stakeholder meeting online on 16" July 2025 and
is expected to respond to the executive order in late September/early October. The Chair
agreed to discuss with DHSC whether COMARE should note its concerns on the order.

[Action: The Chair]

8. AOB.

8.1 The Chair asked members for any other items for discussion. No items were raised.

Close of the meeting

The Chair thanked members for their attendance and contributions to the meeting. The next
COMARE meeting will be held in person in London on 11t November 2025.

The Chair then declared the meeting closed.
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