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This is the Easy Read booklet of the
government’s response to the Final Report
of the Curriculum and Assessment Review.

Hard words are in bold.

We tell you what they mean on page 36.



What this booklet is about

We asked experts to look at the

() :
r ’__\ curriculum and assessment.

Curriculum means what children

A [ and young people learn at school.
-;L ' Assessments are tests and exams.

They found lots of things work well.
But some things need to change.

For example, to help pupils:

e from homes with less money

¢ with special educational needs
and disabilities (SEND).

We will make some of these changes
to the whole of the curriculum.

We will make other changes to just
some subjects or age groups.




1. Who we are

A We are the Department for Education.

Department
for Education

We are part of the government.

Our job is to make sure that every
child and young person gets a
good education.

We asked education experts:

How can we make the curriculum
and assessment better?

The experts wrote a report giving
,,,,,,,,, their ideas on making education

ﬂ better for everyone.



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/690b82f69456634d9795fe54/Curriculum_and_Assessment_Review_final_report_in_Easy_Read_-_Making_education_better_for_everyone.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/690b82f69456634d9795fe54/Curriculum_and_Assessment_Review_final_report_in_Easy_Read_-_Making_education_better_for_everyone.pdf

2. What the report said

The report tells us what things we can
change to help children and young
people get a good education.

The report says we should help
all pupils:

e get good English and maths skills
e know more about each subject
e get skills for work and adult life

The report says assessment should:

e test what we want pupils to be
good at
e take up less time

16-19 education is for young people
who go to college after school.

The report says 16-19 education
should give students:

e strong Maths and English skills

e clear routes into jobs or university



3. Changes to the curriculum

The new curriculum will include
all the facts and skills children
need. The new curriculum will
include older and newer content.

All schools will have to teach the
new curriculum.

The curriculum tells teachers
what facts and skills children
should learn at school.

Assessment means tests
and exams.




4. Changes to reading, writing and
Maths

\ l -?;\ t)

We are making reading, writing and
Maths teaching better.

We will help schools to spot and help
pupils who are finding Maths hard
in Year 7.

We will start new phonics training
for year 1 teachers, so more children
do well in the phonics test.

Phonics is learning to read by
listening to the sounds in words
and matching them to letters.

Children with SEND will get extra
help with phonics and reading.



We will help teachers change their
teaching to help children with SEND.

We will help teachers to challenge
children who can learn more.

We will make sure what pupils
learn in secondary school is inspiring
and exciting.



5. Changes to subjects
Art and Design

We will:

e help Art and Design teachers by
clearly saying what knowledge
and skills pupils should learn

e make sure pupils learn about a
range of artists, including modern
artists and artists from different
backgrounds, as well as artists
from the past

e help pupils try different kinds of
art, craft and design — not only
drawing and painting

o e make sure the workload for
GCSE Art and Design students
is fair
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Changes to subjects
Citizenship

Citizenship teaches pupils:

e to be good community members
e how the world works

We will:

e make it the law that all primary
school children learn Citizenship
as soon as possible

e make sure that primary and
secondary lessons in
Citizenship fit together well
and do not repeat other lessons

e change subject plans for primary
and secondary, so that pupils
learn topics like government,
the law, looking after the planet,
and money
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Changes to subjects
Computing

We will:

e change Computer Science GCSE
to Computing GCSE, so that
pupils get digital and computer
science skills

keep training teachers, so they
have the right knowledge to give
pupils a good computing education

e change the curriculum, so pupils
get the digital skills they need for
the UK to be a world leader in Al

Al means artificial intelligence.
Al is when a computer can learn
and make decisions like a person.

« plan a new course in Data Science
and Al for students aged over 16
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Changes to subjects
Design and Technology

w We will:

e add more design skills to the
curriculum

e update the curriculum and GCSE
subject plans with ways of working
that look after the planet
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Changes to subjects
Cooking and Nutrition

We will:

e change the name of this subject
from Cooking and Nutrition to
Food and Nutrition

e make Food and Nutrition a
separate topic within Design
and Technology

e help pupils get the cooking and
healthy eating skills they need
for life or for work

F e check food courses for people over
@ 16 to see if they need to change

N\ 14



Changes to subjects
English

We will:

w e make the curriculum clearer

e show how to teach speaking
and listening in primary and
secondary school

e check if we need to change the
order of some English lessons

e show how to teach language rules
in primary school by showing how
we use language in real life

e show that language is about how
we use words in different ways in
different situations
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e give more teachers new phonics
‘ ‘. training to help pupils with SEND
® 00
OO

3’ .j' ~ e give schools more choice about
e ﬁ ) which books and writing to study,
" N and include some online texts.

" KA
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Changes to subjects
Drama — part of English

We will:

e make the curriculum clearer and
show how drama should be taught
at primary and secondary school

e add a new Drama section to English
for Years 7t0 9

e make sure pupils learn the things they
are tested on in GCSE Drama

e make sure what pupils learn is useful
for careers in drama and theatre
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Changes to subjects
Geography

We will:

e make sure teachers understand
what pupils need to learn in
Geography fieldwork

e make sure the GCSE and the
curriculum on the environment
is up to date

e make sure topics are not repeated
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Changes to subjects
History

We will:

e help pupils learn and use facts and
skills to understand History

e teach pupils about people from
different places and cultures
in history

e teach pupils in Years 7 to 9 about
the Holocaust

The Holocaust was when millions
of Jewish people and people from
other backgrounds were killed just
because of who they were.

e make it clear which topics schools
must teach by law
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Changes to subjects
Languages

We will:

e work with language experts to
make language teaching in primary
schools better

e find ways to help more pupils continue
to study languages

e make it clear in the curriculum what
pupils must learn in French, German
and Spanish

e make sure primary and secondary
language teaching fit well together

e work with others to think about a new
qualification that pupils can take when
they are ready — not just at 16

e Find out how teachers can use Al and
technology in language lessons.
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Changes to subjects

Maths
D= 1 We will:
%; e teach topics in a new order in
=50 Years 1 to 9 to help pupils learn

e make sure exams test things like
@ maths formulas in the right way

keep the Year 7 Securing Foundations
programme

This course helps teachers make sure
pupils know the right maths before
secondary school.

keep the High Level Maths
Achievement Programme

This helps children from homes
with less money to do maths.
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Changes to subjects

Music

o

We will:

make the Music curriculum clear,
so that teachers know how to help
pupils learn well and enjoy music

check that music qualifications
in Years 10 and 11 teach pupils
what they need to learn

allow pupils to choose different
instruments and the types of
music they want to perform

make sure the goals of Music
GCSE and Music Technical Awards
are clear and not the same, so
schools and pupils choose the right
qualification
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Changes to subjects
Physical Education (PE) and Dance

We will:

e make sure that the goals of PE for
each year group are very clear

e make sure that GCSE PE is different
from PE in Years 10 to 11

e help teachers by clearly saying what
to teach in dance, swimming, and
outdoor and adventurous activity

e make sure all pupils with SEND
can play sports in GCSE PE that are
right for them

e think about how best to test GCSE
Dance to allow pupils to show their
performance and creative sKkills
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Changes to subjects
Religious Education (RE)

We will:

¢ listen to people who can help guide us
on this important topic and ask them
to agree what should be taught in RE

e ask the public what they think about
our plans, once there is agreement
on what teachers should teach in RE
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Changes to subjects
Science

We will:

e make primary school Science plans
clear, so that all schools teach the
same topics

e update the curriculum, so pupils learn
about the science of climate change

Climate change happens when the
planet gets hotter because of pollution
from things like cars and factories.

e make sure the curriculum is clear
about the skills pupils need to do
science experiments

e take out any topics that pupils learn
in other subjects

e make sure Science exams test the
right things

e find out what stops pupils doing
triple science — this means
Biology, Chemistry and Physics
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Changes to subjects
Technical Awards

Technical Awards are
qualifications that pupils can do
instead of or together with GCSEs.

Pupils doing a Technical Award learn
work skills and do more coursework.

They do them in Years 10 and 11.

We will:

e |ook at Technical Awards in 2027,
when we know more about how
well they are working

e check how well Technical Awards
fit with V Levels, which will be new
qualifications for students aged
16 to 19.

e not change Technical Awards
unless we need a new subject
or have to make an urgent change
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Changes to subjects
Enrichment

Enrichment means extra learning
that helps pupils try new things
and become more confident.

For example:

helping the community
arts

nature and outdoors
sports

life skills

We will:

e write a plan to make sure every
child can do enrichment

e give parents information about
enrichment

e work with music centres, sports
groups, schools and colleges to
support enrichment in schools

¢ help colleges offer enrichment
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Changes to subjects
Skills for a changing world

We will make sure subjects include
these important skills:

e spotting fake news

¢ using technology

e money skKills

e oracy, which means being able
to talk to people clearly, so they
understand you

We want pupils to use these skills
to learn more about climate change
and the planet.

We will work with employers to show
pupils how these skills are useful
at work.
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6. Changes to tests
Primary

We will:

e find ways for schools to check what
children know in Years 1 and 2

e make writing tests at the end
of primary school better, so they
test how well children write

¢ help schools work together, so
that teachers can get better at
marking tests

e make sure our tests keep on
working well
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7. Changes to tests
Secondary

We will:

make exams shorter, but still fair

e make sure that pupils with SEND
can take exams fairly

e make sure that all young people
can take on-screen exams fairly

e find out how Al could change
testing

e start new reading tests in Year 8,
so that schools can see what
help pupils need before they take
their GCSEs

e keep checking that tests work well
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8. Changes to tests
GCSEs

We will:
e remove the EBacc

The EBacc checks how well
secondary schools are doing
and which subjects students
are learning.

e Suggest a new measure that
encourage pupils to study English,
Maths and Science, plus their
choice of two subjects from Music,
Art and Design, Drama, Dance,
Design and Technology, and either
a language or one from Geography,
History or Religious Studies.
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9. Changes to 16-19 education

We will:
e start new V Level qualifications

This will give students another
choice like A Levels and T Levels.

e cut the number of courses so it is
easier to choose the right one

e give students a choice of
level 2 courses to help them into
work or to carry on studying

e start new level 1 English and Maths
qualifications to help pupils get
ready for GCSEs

e ask what people think in a survey
in 2026

e help colleges teach English and
Maths to students who need
more support
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start 2 new pathways to help
students get level 2 jobs or start
level 3 study

continue delivering T Levels

help colleges give good advice
to students about which pathway
is best for them

make it easier for students to
change their mind about courses

make sure there are clear ways
for all students at all levels to work,
study or get more skills
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10. Making the curriculum easier to use

We will:

e make the curriculum easier to use

e show how different subjects and
topics connect across different
school years

@@ e make sure schools and teachers

have time to understand the
new curriculum

E (_ —¥= We will help schools through:

e curriculum support materials
E‘\ English, Maths and Arts centres
ox o training courses in Computing,
“ ala Physics and languages
e new PE and sports partnerships
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11. What next

Teachers will get the new curriculum
and lesson plans for pupils aged
5 to 16.

We will show teachers how they can
use the curriculum in different ways,
so it works well for all pupils.

We will share the new curriculum
in spring 2027.

We will ask schools to teach the new
curriculum from autumn 2028.
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12. Hard words

16-19 education
16-19 education is for young people who go to college after
they leave school.

A Levels
A Levels are courses you take after age 16. They help you
get ready for university or work.

Artificial intelligence (Al)
Artificial intelligence (Al) is when a computer can learn and
make decisions like a person.

Assessments
Assessments are tests and exams.

Biology, Chemistry and Physics

These are known as the three sciences.

Biology is the study of living things like people, animals
and plants.

Chemistry is the study of what things are made of and
how they change.

Physics is the study of how things move, and of energy,
light and sound.

Citizenship

Citizenship is being a good community member and
looking after people and the place where you live.
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Climate change

Climate change happens when the planet gets hotter
because of pollution from things like cars and factories.
Climate change can harm people, animals, plants and the
environment.

Curriculum
Curriculum means what children and young people learn
at school.

EBacc

EBacc is a way that the government checks how well
secondary schools are doing and which subjects students
are learning.

Enrichment
Enrichment means extra learning that helps pupils try new
things and become more confident.

GCSEs
GCSEs are exams you take at school when you are about
16. They show what you have learnt in different subjects.

Holocaust

The Holocaust was when millions of Jewish people and
people from other backgrounds were killed just because of
who they were.

Level 1, level 2, level 3

We use levels to talk about the different stages of school
education.

Level 1 is basic learning, like simple reading, writing and
number skills.

Level 2 is for GCSEs.

Level 3 is for A Levels and some college courses.
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Oracy
Oracy means being able to talk to people clearly, so they
understand you.

Phonics
Phonics is learning to read and write by listening to the
sounds in words and matching them to letters.

Qualifications

Qualifications are awards you get when you finish a course
or pass an exam. They show what you have learnt and
what you can do.

Technical Awards

Technical Awards are courses that teach work skills.
Students usually do Technical Awards at age 16, with
GCSEs. There are level 1 or 2 Technical Awards in lots of
different subjects.

T Levels
T Levels are courses for students aged 16 and over who
know what sort of job or industry they want to work in.

V Levels

V Levels are new courses for students aged 16 and over.
They are for students who want to explore lots of different
industries in a practical way to help prepare them for
further study.
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U Government

For more information, you can:

e contact the Department for Education

e see the full government response to the
report on our website

e follow the Department for Education on:
X @educationgovuk and Facebook

Thank you to all our checking groups for your expert
feedback and ideas.

© European Easy-to-Read Logo: Inclusion Europe.
More information at www.easy-to-read.eu

© Crown copyright 2025

This publication is licensed under the terms of the Open
Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated.
To view this licence, visit the National Archives.

Where we have identified any third-party copyright information,
you will need to obtain permission from the copyright holders
concerned.
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	•
	 update the curriculum, so pupils learn about the science of climate change  


	Climate change happens when the planet gets hotter because of pollution from things like cars and factories. 
	 
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 make sure the curriculum is clear about the skills pupils need to do science experiments  

	•
	•
	 take out any topics that pupils learn in other subjects 


	 
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 make sure Science exams test the right things  


	 
	•
	•
	•
	 find out what stops pupils doing  triple science – this means  Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
	•
	•
	•
	 look at Technical Awards in 2027, when we know more about how  well they are working 
	•
	•
	•
	 check how well Technical Awards  fit with V Levels, which will be new qualifications for students aged  16 to 19.  
	•
	•
	•
	 not change Technical Awards unless we need a new subject or have to make an urgent change  











	 
	Changes to subjects Technical Awards  
	 
	 
	Technical Awards are qualifications that pupils can do instead of or together with GCSEs.   Pupils doing a Technical Award learn work skills and do more coursework. 
	 
	They do them in Years 10 and 11. 
	 
	 
	 
	We will: 
	 
	 
	  
	 
	  
	Changes to subjects Enrichment 
	 
	 
	Enrichment means extra learning that helps pupils try new things and become more confident. 
	 
	For example: 
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 helping the community 

	•
	•
	 arts 

	•
	•
	 nature and outdoors 

	•
	•
	 sports 

	•
	•
	 life skills 
	•
	•
	•
	 write a plan to make sure every child can do enrichment  

	•
	•
	 give parents information about enrichment  
	•
	•
	•
	 work with music centres, sports groups, schools and colleges to support enrichment in schools 
	•
	•
	•
	 help colleges offer enrichment 











	 
	 
	 
	We will: 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Changes to subjects Skills for a changing world  
	 
	 
	We will make sure subjects include these important skills: 
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 spotting fake news 

	•
	•
	 using technology 

	•
	•
	 money skills 

	•
	•
	 oracy, which means being able  to talk to people clearly, so they understand you   
	•
	•
	•
	 find ways for schools to check what children know in Years 1 and 2 
	•
	•
	•
	 make writing tests at the end  of primary school better, so they  test how well children write  
	•
	•
	•
	 help schools work together, so  that teachers can get better at marking tests  
	•
	•
	•
	 make sure our tests keep on working well 














	 
	 
	We want pupils to use these skills  to learn more about climate change and the planet. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	We will work with employers to show pupils how these skills are useful at work. 
	 
	6. Changes to tests Primary  
	 
	 
	We will:  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7. Changes to tests Secondary  
	 
	 
	We will:  
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 make exams shorter, but still fair  

	•
	•
	 make sure that pupils with SEND can take exams fairly  

	•
	•
	 make sure that all young people can take on-screen exams fairly 


	 
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 find out how AI could change testing 


	 
	 
	 
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 start new reading tests in Year 8, so that schools can see what  help pupils need before they take their GCSEs 


	 
	 
	 
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 keep checking that tests work well 
	•
	•
	•
	 remove the EBacc  
	•
	•
	•
	 Suggest a new measure that  encourage pupils to study English, Maths and Science, plus their choice of two subjects from Music, Art and Design, Drama, Dance, Design and Technology, and either a language or one from Geography, History or Religious Studies. 
	•
	•
	•
	 start new V Level qualifications  This will give students another choice like A Levels and T Levels.  
	•
	•
	•
	 cut the number of courses so it is easier to choose the right one 
	•
	•
	•
	 give students a choice of level 2 courses to help them into work or to carry on studying 

















	 
	 
	8. Changes to tests GCSEs  
	 
	 We will:  
	 
	 The EBacc checks how well secondary schools are doing  and which subjects students  are learning. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	9. Changes to 16-19 education 
	 
	 
	We will:  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 start new level 1 English and Maths qualifications to help pupils get ready for GCSEs  

	•
	•
	 ask what people think in a survey in 2026  
	•
	•
	•
	 help colleges teach English and Maths to students who need  more support 





	 
	•
	•
	•
	 start 2 new pathways to help students get level 2 jobs or start level 3 study  

	•
	•
	 continue delivering T Levels 


	 
	 
	 
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 help colleges give good advice to students about which pathway is best for them  


	 
	 
	 
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 make it easier for students to change their mind about courses 


	 
	•
	•
	•
	 make sure there are clear ways  for all students at all levels to work, study or get more skills 
	•
	•
	•
	 make the curriculum easier to use  

	•
	•
	 show how different subjects and topics connect across different school years 
	•
	•
	•
	 make sure schools and teachers have time to understand the  new curriculum 








	 
	 
	10. Making the curriculum easier to use   
	 
	 
	We will:  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	We will help schools through:  
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 curriculum support materials 

	•
	•
	 English, Maths and Arts centres 

	•
	•
	 training courses in Computing, Physics and languages 

	•
	•
	 new PE and sports partnerships 


	  
	11. What next   
	 
	Teachers will get the new curriculum and lesson plans for pupils aged  5 to 16. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	We will show teachers how they can use the curriculum in different ways, so it works well for all pupils. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	We will share the new curriculum in spring 2027. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	We will ask schools to teach the new curriculum from autumn 2028. 
	  
	12. Hard words 
	 
	16-19 education  16-19 education is for young people who go to college after they leave school. 
	 
	A Levels 
	A Levels are courses you take after age 16. They help you get ready for university or work. 
	 
	Artificial intelligence (AI) 
	Artificial intelligence (AI) is when a computer can learn and make decisions like a person. 
	 
	Assessments 
	Assessments are tests and exams. 
	 
	Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
	These are known as the three sciences. 
	Biology is the study of living things like people, animals and plants. 
	Chemistry is the study of what things are made of and how they change. 
	Physics is the study of how things move, and of energy, light and sound. 
	 
	Citizenship 
	Citizenship is being a good community member and looking after people and the place where you live. 
	 
	  
	Climate change 
	Climate change happens when the planet gets hotter because of pollution from things like cars and factories. 
	Climate change can harm people, animals, plants and the environment. 
	 
	Curriculum 
	Curriculum means what children and young people learn at school. 
	 
	EBacc 
	EBacc is a way that the government checks how well secondary schools are doing and which subjects students are learning. 
	 
	Enrichment  
	Enrichment means extra learning that helps pupils try new things and become more confident. 
	 
	GCSEs  
	GCSEs are exams you take at school when you are about 16. They show what you have learnt in different subjects. 
	 
	Holocaust 
	The Holocaust was when millions of Jewish people and people from other backgrounds were killed just because of who they were. 
	 
	Level 1, level 2, level 3 
	We use levels to talk about the different stages of school education. 
	Level 1 is basic learning, like simple reading, writing and number skills. 
	Level 2 is for GCSEs. Level 3 is for A Levels and some college courses. 
	Oracy Oracy means being able to talk to people clearly, so they understand you.  
	 Phonics 
	Phonics is learning to read and write by listening to the sounds in words and matching them to letters. 
	 
	Qualifications  
	Qualifications are awards you get when you finish a course or pass an exam. They show what you have learnt and what you can do.  
	Technical Awards 
	Technical Awards are courses that teach work skills. 
	Students usually do Technical Awards at age 16, with GCSEs. There are level 1 or 2 Technical Awards in lots of different subjects. 
	 
	T Levels 
	T Levels are courses for students aged 16 and over who  know what sort of job or industry they want to work in. 
	 
	V Levels 
	V Levels are new courses for students aged 16 and over. They are for students who want to explore lots of different industries in a practical way to help prepare them for  further study. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	   For more information, you can: 
	Figure
	 
	•
	•
	•
	 contact the 
	 contact the 
	Department for Education
	Department for Education

	 


	•
	•
	 see the full government response to the  report on    
	our website
	our website



	•
	•
	 follow the Department for Education on:  


	 X  and  
	@educationgovuk
	@educationgovuk

	Facebook
	Facebook
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