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Progress 8 and Attainment 8  

Introduction 

Reflecting the importance of a curriculum that supports high standards, we will develop 

and consult on an improved version of Progress 8 and Attainment 8 that balances a 

strong academic core with breadth and student choice.  

It is essential that all students retain this academic core, but we believe the current 

structure has hampered progress in subjects which strengthen our economy and society, 

for example the arts, and therefore should make changes which recognise the value of 

these subjects and the importance of a broad pre-16 curriculum.  

The government will consult in due course. We will publish our response in the summer 

term 2026 so that schools can take the revised measure into account when determining 

subject choices for pupils who will start their GCSEs in September 2027. 

Progress 8 and Attainment 8 will continue to be based on a calculation of pupils’ 

performance across eight qualifications. The following diagram and explanatory text 

below show our proposed model, including the qualifications that would be eligible to fill 

each of the eight slots. We will consult formally on this model. 

Figure 1: Progress 8 and Attainment 8 proposed model 

 

Slot 1 – English 

This slot will continue to follow the same rules as the current Progress 8 and Attainment 

8 English slot. That means it will be based on the higher point score of a pupil’s GCSE 

English language or GCSE English literature (or relevant AS level). It will be double-

weighted provided a pupil has taken both qualifications.  

The lower grade of English language or English literature can count in slots 7 or 8 of the 

‘breadth’ slots. The vast majority of pupils take both GCSE English literature and English 

language (in 2025, 94% of pupils in state-funded schools entered GCSEs in both English 

language and English literature). Therefore, one of the English GCSEs will likely fill a 

breadth slot for most pupils 

 nglis  at s  cience  readt 
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If only one of GCSE English literature or English language is taken, this qualification will 

count in the English slot but will not be double-weighted. 

Slot 2 – Maths 

This slot will continue to follow the same rules as the current Progress 8 and Attainment 

8 maths slot. That means it will contain the point score of a pupils’ GC   mat s (or 

relevant AS level). It will be double-weighted.  

Slots 3 and 4 – Science 

These two slots are new. They will take the two highest point scores from GCSE (or 

relevant AS level) science qualifications. This includes combined science GCSE (double 

award), the single science GCSEs (biology, chemistry, and physics), and computer 

science or computing.  

The points for combined science are averaged, which means that, for example, a 

combined science grade of a grade 6 and a grade 5 would be averaged to two 5.5 points 

to fill either one or two of the science slots as appropriate (computer science could fill one 

of the slots if it was the higher grade). This averaging of points only applies to combined 

science as it is equivalent to two GCSEs – averaging is not applied to single sciences or 

computer science.  

Slots 5 and 6 – Breadth 

These two slots must be filled by GCSE (or relevant AS level) qualifications from two of 

the three categories below (the two slots cannot be filled by subjects from the same 

category). These slots will take the two highest point scores from qualifications that 

satisfy this requirement.  

• Category A – Humanities – geography, history, religious studies 

• Category B – Creative – art and design, music, drama, dance, design and 

technology 

• Category C – Languages – modern foreign languages and ancient languages 

We are interested in views and will consult on an additional category for science 

subjects. It would include GCSE (or relevant AS level) qualifications in biology, chemistry, 

physics, combined science and computer science. We also propose that design and 

technology could move from the creative category to the science category. The inclusion 

of a science category would not affect the rules relating to Slots 3 and 4 – the dedicated 

science slots.  

We recognise that a fourth category would allow more pupil choice and specialisation in 

science but are also mindful that it may weaken the incentives to study a broad 
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curriculum and subjects from the other three categories. We know that most pupils in 

state-funded schools studying three separate sciences already study more than eight 

GCSEs. 

We are interested in views on the impact of these breadth slots on pupil subject choices 

for both GCSEs and technical qualifications.  

We have provided worked examples below. including one that shows the impact of a 

fourth science category on different subject combinations.  

Slots 7 and 8 – Breadth 

These two slots will take the two highest point scores in any two other subjects,  

including English language or literature (if not counted in the English slot), other GCSE 

qualifications (including those eligible for Slots 3, 4, 5 and 6), or any technical awards 

from the Department for Education (DfE) approved list. For more information, refer to the 

list of qualifications included in the key stage 4 performance measures.  

If a pupil has not taken the necessary qualification to fill each slot, then they will receive a 

point score of zero where a slot is empty.  

Discounting rules will remain the same so that where a pupil has taken two or more 

qualifications with a significant overlap in content, performance measures only give credit 

once for teaching a single course of study. For more information, refer to the Key Stage 4 

discounting and early entry guidance. 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-4-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-4-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores/key-stage-4-discounting-and-early-entry-guidance-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-4-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores/key-stage-4-discounting-and-early-entry-guidance-2024


6 

Worked examples 

Worked examples of the subjects that could count under each slot in the new 
proposed Progress 8 and Attainment 8 model 

The number of qualifications each pupil should enter remains a professional judgement 

for schools led by what best meets the needs of an individual. Where more than eight 

subjects approved to count in performance tables are taken, the Progress 8 and 

Attainment 8 score for t e pupil will be determined by assigning points to t e pupils’ 

highest grades in each slot.  

Table 1: Pupil A enjoys humanities and modern foreign languages 

English  

Slot 1 

Maths 

Slot 2 

Science  

Slot 3 

Science 

Slot 4 

Breadth 

Slot 5 

Breadth 

Slot 6 

Breadth 

Slot 7 

Breadth 

Slot 8 

English 

literature 

Maths Combined 

science 

Combined 

science 

French History Computer 

science 

English 

language 

 

Table 2: Pupil B enjoys creative subjects 

English  

Slot 1 

Maths 

Slot 2 

Science  

Slot 3 

Science 

Slot 4 

Breadth 

Slot 5 

Breadth 

Slot 6 

Breadth 

Slot 7 

Breadth 

Slot 8 

English 

literature 

Maths Combined 

science 

Combined 

science 

Religious 

studies 

Music Performing 

arts 

Technical 

Award 

English 

language 

 

Table 3: Pupil C enjoys science subjects 

English  

Slot 1 

Maths 

Slot 2 

Science  

Slot 3 

Science 

Slot 4 

Breadth 

Slot 5 

Breadth 

Slot 6 

Breadth 

Slot 7 

Breadth 

Slot 8 

English 

language 

Maths Biology Chemistry Geography Art and 

design 

Physics English 

literature 

 

Table 4: Pupil D enjoys physical activity 

English  

Slot 1 

Maths 

Slot 2 

Science  

Slot 3 

Science 

Slot 4 

Breadth 

Slot 5 

Breadth 

Slot 6 

Breadth 

Slot 7 

Breadth 

Slot 8 

English 

language 

Maths Combined 

science 

Combined 

science 

Spanish Drama Physical 

education 

English 

literature 
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Set out below is a worked example of the subjects that would count under each slot in 

the new proposed Progress 8 and Attainment 8 model, but only if category D (science) is 

included for Breadth Slots 5 and 6. 

Table 5: Pupil E enjoys science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 

English  

Slot 1 

Maths 

Slot 2 

Science  

Slot 3 

Science 

Slot 4 

Breadth 

Slot 5 

Breadth 

Slot 6 

Breadth 

Slot 7 

Breadth 

Slot 8 

English 

language 

Maths Physics Biology Chemistry Spanish Computer 

science 

English 

literature 
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Qualifications included in improved Progress 8 and 
Attainment 81 

Table 6: Qualifications included in improved Progress 8 and Attainment 8 

Slot 1 English 

GCSE and equivalent AS levels: English language, English 

literature2. 

Slot 2 Maths 
GCSE and equivalent AS level maths3. 

Slot 3  
and  
Slot 4 

Science 

GCSE: combined science. GCSE and equivalent AS levels: 

biology, chemistry, physics, computer science. 

Slot 5  
and  
Slot 6 

 

Breadth 

Category A (Humanities): GCSE and equivalent AS levels: 

history, geography, religious studies, ancient history. 

Category B (Creative): GCSE and equivalent AS levels:  

art and design (all variants), music, dance, drama, drama 

and theatre, design and technology4. 

Category C (Languages): GCSE and equivalent AS levels: 

French, Spanish, German, Italian, Chinese (spoken 

Mandarin and spoken Cantonese), Panjabi, Japanese,  

Urdu, Bengali, Arabic, Modern Hebrew, Modern Greek, 

Russian, Gujarati, Persian, Turkish, Biblical Hebrew,  

Polish, Portuguese, Latin, Classical Greek. 

[Category D (Science) GCSE combined science. GCSE and 

equivalent AS levels: biology, chemistry, physics, computer 

science5].   

 

1 Many (although not all) GCSEs have an equivalent AS level which could be taken. AS levels can count in 
the appropriate slot of Progress 8 for their subject (e.g. maths AS levels count in the maths slot, or a 
French AS level in the breadth slot). If a GCSE in the same subject has been taken the AS level will count 
in Progress 8 and the GCSE will not count. Please see the full list of qualifications included in Key Stage 4 
performance measures for more information.  
2 AS level English language and literature is also included, this does not have an equivalent GCSE. 
3 AS level further maths is also included, this does not have an equivalent GCSE. 
4 If we have category D for Science, it is proposed design technology will count in category D.  
5 We will seek views on the need for a fourth category of science subjects, including computer science. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-4-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-4-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores
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Slot 7  
and  
Slot 8  

 

Breadth 

GCSE and equivalent AS levels: physical education, 

sociology, economics, business, psychology, geology, 

engineering, film studies, statistics, media studies, 

electronics, classical civilisation. 

AS level6: law, music technology, politics. 

GCSE: citizenship studies, food preparation and nutrition, 

astronomy7.  

Level 3 free standing maths qualifications (FSMQ): 

additional mathematics. 

Vocational8: performing arts (all variants), including: 

performing arts, performing arts with dance, performing arts 

with production. Music practice, music technology, creative 

design and production, graphic design, art and design 

practice, finance, enterprise, enterprise and marketing, 

business and enterprise, retail business, digital information 

technology, information technology (IT), information 

communication technology (ICT), study of hair and beauty, 

hair and beauty studies, interactive media, creative media 

production, creative iMedia, health and fitness, sport, sports 

studies (all variants), sports science, sport and coaching 

principles, hospitality and catering, food and cookery, travel 

and tourism, health and social care (all variants), child 

development and care in the early years, child development 

(all variants), animal care, land based studies, constructing 

and maintaining the built environment, construction and the 

built environment (all variants), engineering manufacture, 

engineering, engineering design, engineering programmable 

systems. 

Any graded music: music performance, practical music, 

theory of music, popular music theory, rock and pop. 

GCSE and equivalent AS levels: English language, English 

literature 

All subjects approved to count in Slots 3, 4, 5 and 6 also 

count in Slots 7 and 8. 

 

6 Law, music technology and politics are available as AS levels and do not have an equivalent GCSE.  
7 Citizenship, food preparation and nutrition, and astronomy are available as GCSEs and do not have an 
equivalent AS level.  
8 There are 46 technical awards currently approved to count towards Key Stage 4 performance measures 
across these subject areas. There are variations of performing arts Technical Awards with the same 
qualification number which have been counted as one qualification in the total.  
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