
 

   

 

 

 

 1O DOWNING STREET    
LONDON SW1A 2AA 

 
THE PRIME MINISTER 30 October 2025  

 

 

 

 

Dear Rachel, 

  

Thank you for your further letter updating me regarding the correspondence between your 

husband and the estate agents. The correspondence you shared shows that the oversight 

regarding the licence occurred after your husband had been told by the estate agents that they 

would apply for a licence on his behalf. In the event, however, this application did not occur.  

 

It is clearly regrettable that the information in this correspondence was not shared with me 

when you wrote to me last night, but I fully accept that you were not aware, at that stage, of 

these emails. I understand that the relevant emails were only unearthed by your husband this 

morning, and that you have updated me as soon as possible. 

 

I accept that you were acting in good faith when you wrote to me last night. However, it would 

clearly have been better if you and your husband had conducted a full trawl through all email 

correspondence with the estate agency before writing to me yesterday. 

 

Based on the information you have provided to me, I still regard this as a case of an inadvertent 

failure to secure the appropriate licence, which you have apologised for and are now rectifying.  

Having consulted the Independent Adviser on Ministerial Standards and received his clear and 

swift advice, with which I concur, I see no need for any further action.   

 

Yours, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Right Honourable Rachel Reeves MP 

  

 


