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	Site visit undertaken on 7 January 2025

	by Mark Yates BA(Hons) MIPROW

	an Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

	Decision date: 06 October 2025



	Order Ref: ROW/3327522M1

	This Order was made under Section 53(2)(b) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and is known as the Derbyshire County Council (Upgrading of Public Footpath No. 1 and Public Footpath No. 7 (Part) - Parish of Hopton and Public Footpath No. 7  - Parish of Callow to Bridleway and Bridleway Along Summer Lane - Wirksworth) Modification Order 2023.

	The Order was made by Derbyshire County Council on 11 January 2023 and proposed to upgrade sections of public footpaths to bridleway status and add a section of bridleway to the definitive map and statement in the parishes of Hopton, Callow and Wirksworth.
The Council submitted the Order for confirmation to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

	In accordance with Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 15 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 notice has been given of the proposal to confirm the Order with modifications. 

	[bookmark: bmkPoint]Summary of Decision: The Order is confirmed subject to modifications set out below in the Formal Decision.           

	


Reasons 
I referred to the above Order in my Interim Decision of 5 February 2025 as ‘Order B’.  It served as a direct replacement for ‘Order A’ which has not been confirmed.  
Following consideration of the written representations, I concluded that the evidence was supportive of the route being a historical vehicular highway which should now be recorded as a restricted byway.  No objections have been made in response to the advertisement of the proposed modifications to the Order.  
For the reasons set out in my Interim Decision, I conclude that the Order should be confirmed subject to the previously proposed modifications. 
Formal Decision
I confirm the Order subject to the following modifications: 
· Delete all references to ‘bridleway’ and insert ‘restricted byway’. 
· Delete the reference to a ‘Ladder Stile’ in relation to Hopton Footpath 7 in Part II of the Order Schedule and insert ‘Squeeze Stile’.  
· Show the route on the Order Map by way of the notation for a restricted byway and remove the references to a bridleway. 
Mark Yates 
Inspector
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This order is made by Derbyshire County Gouncil under section 53(2)(b) of the Wildife
and Countryside Act 1981 (the Act) because it appears to that authority that the |
Definitive Map and Statement in respect of the Parishes of Callow and Hopton, and i
Wirksworth require modfication in consequence of the occurrence of an event specified
in section 53(3)(c)(), and section 53(3)(c)() of the Act, namely, the discovery by that
authority of evidence which when considered with all other relevant evidence available to
them shows that the right of way referred to in this order which is not shown in the map
and statement subsists or is reasonably alleged to subsist over land In the area to which
the map relates, and that the highway referted to In this order and shown on the map
and statement as a highway of  particular description ought to be there shown as a
highway of a different description. |

The authority has consulted with every local authority whose area includes the land to |
‘which the order relates, The Derbyshire County Council hereby orders that:

1. Forthe purpose of this order the relevant date is 10 January 2023.

2. The Definitive Map and Statement for the County of Derbyshire for the Parishes of
Callow and Hopton, and Wirksworth shall be modified as described in Part | and Part
1I-of the Schedule and shown on the map to the order.

3. This order shall take effect on the date when It s confitmed and may be cied as the
Derbyshire County Council (Upgrading of Public Footpath No. 1 and Public Foofpath
No. 7 (Part) - Parish of Hopton and Public Footpath No. 7~ Parish of Callow to

) sdiowsy along Summer Lane - Wirksworth) Modification Order 2023,
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THE COMMON SEAL of the Derbyshire )
‘County Gouncil was hereunto )
Affixed the Eleventh Day of January )
Two Thousand and Twenty Three )
in the presence of:- )
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SCHEDULE
PART

Maodification of Definitive Map

Section as Description of Path or Way to be upgraded

indicated
on map

AB

BC

cD

Public Footpath No. 1 in the Parish of Hopton proceeding along Summer
Lane from Stainsbro Lane at Point A (Ordnance Survey Grid Reference
(GR") SK 2680 5324), In a generally east north easterly direction to Public
Footpath No. 7 in the Parish of Hopton at Point B (GR SK 2701 5335) a
distance of 232 metres or thereabous, with a width varying between 8 and
10 metres.

‘That part of Public Footpath No. 7 in the Parish of Hopton proceeding along
Summer Lane from the junction of Public Footpath No, 1 in the Parish of
Hopton, at Point B (GR SK 2701 5335), In a generally south easterly
direction to the Callow Parish Boundary and the function with Public
Foofpath No. 7 in the Parish of Callow at Point C (GR SK 2706 6332), a
distance of 59 metres or thereabouts, with a width varying between 4 and
8.4 metros.

Public Footpath No.7 in the Parish of Callow. proceeding along Summer
Lane from the Hopton Parish Boundary, at Point G (GR SK 2706 5332), in a
generally easterly direction then tuing to a generally south south easterly
direction to the Wirksworth Parish Boundary at Point D (GR SK 2731 5328),
a distance of 277 metres or thereabouts, with a width varying between 2.8
and 6.8 metres,

Description of Path or Way to be added

Redweled By
Public-Bridieway in Wirksworth proceeding along Summer Lane from the
Callow Parish Boundary at Point D (GR SK 2731 5328) in a generally east
south easterly direction then in a generally north easterly direction, turning to
a generally east south easterly direction continuing In a generally easterly
direction and finally turning to a generally south easterly direction to- Point E
(GR SK 2806 5336), a distance of 873 metres or thereabouts, with a width
Varying between 3 and 7.7 metres.
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Chris Henning
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