


Schedule 26 (Sustainability), Crown Copyright 2025, [Subject to Contract]
[bookmark: Schedule_26]Schedule 26 (Sustainability)
[Guidance: Part A should always be included, as it incorporates legislative requirements and Government policy on procurement; Part B is optional and Buyers should consider whether they wish to include any of the options. See Part B for further details]
Definitions
	["Modern Slavery Assessment Tool"
	the modern slavery risk identification and management tool which can be found online at: https://supplierregistration.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/msat] 

	["Supply Chain Map"
	details of (i) the Supplier, (ii) all Subcontractors and (iii) any other entity that the Supplier is aware is in its supply chain that is not a Subcontractor, setting out at least:
(a) the name, registered office and company registration number of each entity in the supply chain;
(b) the function of each entity in the supply chain; and
(c) the location of any premises at which an entity in the supply chain carries out a function in the supply chain; and]

	"Waste Hierarchy"
	prioritisation of waste management in the following order of preference as set out in the Waste (England and Wales) Regulation 2011:
(a) Prevention;
(b) Preparing for re-use;
(c) [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Recycling;
(d) Other Recovery; and
(e) Disposal.


[bookmark: _Toc428197913][bookmark: _Toc428198106][bookmark: _Toc109283186][bookmark: _Toc158120303][bookmark: _Toc158120977][bookmark: _Toc158121415][bookmark: _Toc158121490][bookmark: _Ref158471090][bookmark: _Toc158794668][bookmark: _Toc158797419][bookmark: _Toc158797884][bookmark: _Toc187931386]Part 
1. [bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te][bookmark: _Ref141088797]Public Sector Equality Duty
In addition to legal obligations, where the Supplier is providing a Deliverable to which the Public Sector Equality duty applies, the Supplier shall support the Buyer in fulfilling its Public Sector Equality duty under S149 of the Equality Act 2010 by ensuring that it fulfils its obligations under this Contract in a way that seeks to:
eliminate discrimination, harassment or victimisation and any other conduct prohibited by the Equality Act 2010; and
advance:
equality of opportunity; and 
good relations,
between those with a protected characteristic (age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation, and marriage and civil partnership) and those who do not share it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Employment Law
The Supplier must perform its obligations meeting the requirements of all applicable Law regarding employment.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0][bookmark: _Ref141088403]Modern Slavery
[bookmark: _Ref141088467]The Supplier:
[bookmark: _Ref141088445]shall not use, nor allow its Subcontractors to use forced, bonded or involuntary prison labour;
shall not require any Supplier Staff or Subcontractor Staff to lodge deposits or identity papers with the employer and shall be free to leave their employer after reasonable notice;  
warrants and represents that it has not been convicted of any slavery or human trafficking offences anywhere around the world;
warrants that to the best of its knowledge it is not currently under investigation, inquiry or enforcement proceedings in relation to any allegation of slavery or human trafficking offences anywhere around the world;
shall make reasonable enquires to ensure that its officers, employees and Subcontractors have not been convicted of slavery or human trafficking offences anywhere around the world;
shall have and maintain throughout the Contract Period its own policies and procedures to ensure its compliance with the Modern Slavery Act 2015 and include in its contracts with its Subcontractors anti-slavery and human trafficking provisions;
shall implement due diligence procedures to ensure that there is no slavery or human trafficking in any part of its supply chain performing obligations under this Contract;
shall prepare and deliver to the Buyer, an annual slavery and human trafficking report (in respect of which a statement under section 54 of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 would be sufficient) setting out the steps it has taken to ensure that slavery and human trafficking is not taking place in any of its supply chains or in any part of its business with its annual certification of compliance with this Paragraph 3;
shall not use, nor allow its employees or Subcontractors to use physical abuse or discipline, the threat of physical abuse, sexual or other harassment and verbal abuse or other forms of intimidation of its employees or Subcontractors;
shall not use or allow child or slave labour to be used by its Subcontractors;
[bookmark: _Ref141088453]shall report the discovery or suspicion of any slavery, trafficking, forced labour, child labour, involuntary prison labour or labour rights abuses by it or its Subcontractors to the Buyer and Modern Slavery Helpline and relevant national or local law enforcement agencies; and
if the Supplier is in Default under any of Paragraphs 3.1.1 to 3.1.11 (inclusive) of this Part A of Schedule 26 the Buyer may by notice:
require the Supplier to remove from performance of this Contract any sub-contractor, Supplier Staff or other persons associated with it whose acts or omissions have caused the Default; or
immediately terminate this Contract and the consequences of termination set out in Clause 14.5.1 of the Core Terms shall apply.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]Environmental Requirements
The Supplier must perform its obligations meeting in all material respects the requirements of all applicable Laws regarding the environment. 
In performing its obligations under this Contract, the Supplier shall, where applicable to this Contract, to the reasonable satisfaction of the Buyer:
prioritise waste management in accordance with the Waste Hierarchy as set out in Law;  
be responsible for ensuring that any waste generated by the Supplier and sent for recycling, disposal or other recovery as a consequence of this Contract is taken by a licensed waste carrier to an authorised site for treatment or disposal and that the disposal or treatment of waste complies with the Law; and
ensure that it and any third parties used to undertake recycling, disposal or other recovery as a consequence of this Contract do so in a legally compliant way, and can demonstrate that reasonable checks are undertaken to ensure this on a regular basis and provide relevant data and evidence of recycling, recovery and disposal. 
In circumstances that a permit, licence or exemption to carry or send waste generated under this Contract is revoked, the Supplier shall cease to carry or send waste or allow waste to be carried by any Subcontractor until authorisation is obtained from the Environment Agency.
In performing its obligations under this Contract, the Supplier shall to the reasonable satisfaction of the Buyer (where: (i) the anticipated Charges in any Contract Year are above £5 million per annum (including VAT)); (ii) this is a public contract, other than a special regime contract under the Procurement Act 2023; and (iii) it is related to and proportionate to the contract in accordance with PPN 006), publish and maintain a credible Carbon Reduction Plan in accordance with PPN 006.
The Supplier shall meet the applicable Government Buying Standards applicable to Deliverables which can be found online at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sustainable-procurement-the-government-buying-standards-gbs.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm][bookmark: _Ref141088806]Supplier Code of Conduct
In February 2019, HM Government published a Supplier Code of Conduct setting out the standards and behaviours expected of suppliers who work with government which can be found online at:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1163536/Supplier_Code_of_Conduct_v3.pdf 
The Buyer expects to meet, and expects its suppliers and subcontractors to meet, the standards set out in that Code.
[bookmark: _Ref196492556]Recruitment of Supplier Staff
Where, during the Contract Period, the Supplier or a Subcontractor need to hire Supplier Staff for a role based in the United Kingdom, the role should be published on the Governments’ ‘Find a Job’ website and include the location at which Supplier Staff would be expected to perform the role.
Reporting
The Supplier shall comply with reasonable requests by the Buyer for information evidencing compliance with any of the requirements in Paragraphs 1 to 6 of this Part A above within fourteen (14) days of such request, [provided that such requests are limited to [two (2)] per requirement per Contract Year].
[bookmark: _Ref187932244]Part 
[Guidance: All paragraphs and sub-paragraphs in Part B are optional. Buyers will want to select and amend those requirements which are appropriate for their Contract, ensuring that these are relevant and proportional to the subject matter of this Contract. Buyers may want to consider using some or all of these paragraphs when there are key sustainability benefits or risks that need to be managed and/or for higher value/larger Suppliers and/or Contracts. Buyers should also note that some obligations, such as compliance with the Buyer's sustainability requirements, for example net zero commitments or EDI, will require the Buyer to provide the requirements to the Supplier]
1. [bookmark: _Ref141088925]Equality, Diversity and Inclusion – Further Requirements
[In delivering the Deliverables, the Supplier will comply with the Buyer's equality, diversity and inclusion requirements, to be provided to the Supplier by the Buyer.]
[The Supplier shall ensure that it fulfils its obligations under this Contract in a way that does not discriminate against individuals because of socio-economic background, working pattern or having parental or other caring responsibilities.]
[bookmark: _Ref141088932]Environmental – Further Requirements
[The Supplier must have a documented management system and controls in place to manage the environmental impacts of delivering the Deliverables.]
[The Supplier shall ensure that any Deliverables are designed, sourced and delivered in a manner which is environmentally and socially responsible.]
[In delivering the Deliverables, the Supplier must comply with the Buyer's sustainability requirements, to be provided to the Supplier by the Buyer.]
[The Supplier warrants that it has obtained relevant Environment Management System (EMS) certified to ISO 14001 or an equivalent certification from a UKAS accredited body and shall comply with and maintain certification requirements throughout the Contract Period.]
[In performing its obligations under this Contract, the Supplier shall to the reasonable satisfaction of the Buyer:
[avoid consumable single use items (including packaging) unless otherwise agreed with the Buyer, and unless the use is primarily related to the management of the Supplier's own facilities or internal operations as opposed to the provision of Deliverables;]  
[demonstrate that the whole life cycle impacts (including end of use) associated with the Deliverables that extend beyond direct operations into that of the supply chain have been considered and reduced];
[minimise the consumption of resources and use them efficiently (including water and energy), working towards a circular economy including designing out waste and non-renewable resources, using re-use and closed loop systems];
[demonstrate protection of the environment including understanding and reduction of biosecurity risks (which include risks to plant and tree health from harmful pests and diseases), and reducing and eliminating hazardous/harmful substances to the environment and preventing pollution];
[enhance the natural environment and connecting communities with the environment]; 
[achieve continuous improvement in environmental (and social) performance]and
[demonstrate to the Buyer that it has an environmental management system in place that is at least equivalent to the standards required to be certified to ISO 14001].]
[The Supplier shall inform the Buyer within one Working Day in the event that a permit, licence or exemption to carry or send waste generated under this Contract is revoked.] 
[Guidance: Insert any other environmental requirement the Buyer wishes to add, e.g. those in line with the Government Greening Commitments, or for ICT - the Greening government: ICT and digital services strategy 2020 to 2025 and point 12 of the Technology Code of Practice] 
Modern Slavery– Further Requirements
[Guidance: Paragraphs 3.1 to 3.9 are intended for use in medium and high risk contracts. For guidance on classifying contracts as medium or high risk, please see section 1 of the Modern Slavery Guidance attached to PPN 009 (Tackling Modern Slavery in Government Supply Chains). Buyers should consider which requirements, including any additional requirements, are appropriate for their Contract.]
[bookmark: _Ref141088851][Optional: The Supplier shall comply with any request by the Buyer to complete the Modern Slavery Assessment Tool within sixty (60) days of such request.]
[Optional: The Supplier shall, if the Supplier or the Buyer identifies any occurrence of modern slavery connected to this Contract, comply with any request of the Buyer to follow the Rectification Plan Process to submit a remedial action plan which follows the form set out in Annex D of the Tackling Modern Slavery in Government Supply Chains guidance to PPN 009 (Tackling Modern Slavery in Government Supply Chains).]
[Optional: The Supplier shall comply with any request by the Buyer to provide a Supply Chain Map within fourteen (14) days of such request.]
[Optional: The Supplier shall comply with any request by the Buyer to provide a copy of any reports of any Subcontractor regarding any or all of workplace conditions, working or employment practices and recruitment practices within fourteen (14) days of such request.]
[Optional: The Supplier shall carry out due diligence to ensure workers in its business and its supply chains are not paying illegal or exploitative recruitment fees to secure employment, and where these fees are uncovered shall ensure that workers are remedied.] 
[Optional: The following shall be added to the definition of "Audit" in Schedule 1 immediately after limb (k):
[bookmark: _Ref187932235]"(l) carry out an unannounced or semi-announced inspection of any Site and speak directly to any Supplier Staff in a confidential manner and in the native language of such Supplier Staff in respect of workforce conditions, working or employment practices and recruitment practices;"]
[bookmark: _Ref141088526][Optional: For the purposes of an audit carried out pursuant to limb (l) of the definition of "Audit", in addition to any other rights under this Contract, the Buyer may instruct the Supplier to carry out such an audit of any Subcontractor by an independent third party and, if so instructed, the Supplier shall deliver a report to the Buyer within ninety (90) days of such instruction.][Optional: If the Supplier notifies the Buyer pursuant to Paragraph 3.1.11 it shall respond promptly to the Buyer's enquiries, co-operate with any investigation, and allow the Buyer to audit any books, records and/or any other relevant documentation in accordance with this Contract.]
[bookmark: _Ref187932185][Optional: If the Supplier is in Default under any of Paragraphs 3.1 to 3.7 (inclusive) of this Part B of Schedule 26 the Buyer may by notice:
require the Supplier to remove from performance of this Contract any Sub-Contractor, Supplier Staff or other persons associated with it whose acts or omissions have caused the Default; or
immediately terminate this Contract and the consequences of termination set out in Clause 14.5.1 of the Core Terms shall apply.]
Further Reporting Requirements
[The Supplier shall comply with reasonable requests by the Buyer for information evidencing compliance with any of the requirements in Paragraphs [1 and 2] of this Part B above within [thirty (30)] days of such request, [provided that such requests are limited to [two] per requirement per Contract Year].
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf][The Supplier shall complete the reports in Table A of this Part B in relation to its provision of the Deliverables under this Contract and provide these to the Buyer on the date and frequency outlined in Table A of this Part B].
[bookmark: Table_A][bookmark: Part_B_Table_A]Table A
[Guidance: All reports and the content of these reports in Table A are optional. Buyers will want to select and amend those reports and requirements which are appropriate for their Contract, ensuring that these are relevant and proportional to the subject matter of this Contract and do not create unnecessary burdens upon the Supplier.]
	Sustainability Report Name
	Content of Report
	Frequency of Report

	[Sustainability - General] 
	[As proportionate and relevant to this Contract, the key sustainability impacts identified; the sustainability improvements planned or delivered; and the risks to the Deliverables of climate change, including mitigation, adaptation and continuity plans employed by the Supplier in response to those risks].
	[On the anniversary of the Effective Date]

	[Waste created]
	[By type of material the weight of waste categories by each means of disposal in the Waste Hierarchy with separate figures for disposal by incineration and landfill.]
	[Before contract award and on the anniversary of the Effective Date.]

	[Waste permits]
	[Copies of relevant permits and exemptions for waste, handling, storage and disposal.]
	[Before the Effective Date, on the anniversary of the Effective Date and within ten (10) Working Days of there is any change or renewal to license or exemption to carry, store or dispose waste]

	[Greenhouse Gas Emissions]
	[Detail the Scope 1 and Scope 2 GHG emissions associated with the delivery of the contract.
Scope 3 emissions to be reported as required (Optional)
Emissions reporting should be in accordance with established best practice and internationally accepted standards. 
Greenhouse gas reporting from emissions sources (Scope 1, Scope 2 and Scope 3), and specific activities as requested by the Buyer. This may include activities such as transportation, energy use and waste disposal.]
	[On the anniversary of the Effective Date]

	[Water Use]
	[Volume in metres cubed.]
	[On the anniversary of the Effective Date]

	[Other]
	[    ]
	[   ]
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