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	Inquiry held on 14 January 2025

	by J Ingram LLB (Hons) MIPROW

	An Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

	Decision date: 03 July 2025



	Order Ref: ROW/3332917M

	This Order is made under Section 119 of the Highways Act 1980 (the 1980 Act). It is known as The Nottinghamshire County Council (Southwell Footpath No.69) Diversion Order 2020.


	The Order is dated 6 January 2020 and proposes to divert part of footpath no.69. Full details are shown on the Order plan and described in the Order Schedule. 


	[bookmark: _Hlk182836894]There were twelve objections outstanding when Nottinghamshire County Council submitted the Order to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for confirmation.

In accordance with Paragraph 2(3) of Schedule 6 of the Highways Act 1980 I have given notice of my proposal to confirm the Order with modifications. In response to advertisement of these modifications, one objection was submitted.


	Summary of Decision: The Order is confirmed subject to the modifications previously proposed.
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Preliminary Matters
1. If confirmed with the modifications set out in paragraph 43 of my interim Order Decision issued on 29 January 2025, the Order would divert Southwell Footpath No.69 as originally proposed, but with the addition of a specified 2 metre width throughout. Also, it would correct two minor omissions in the Order Schedule, which have been added for clarification purposes. The Order map was also modified to add annotation letters to the routes.  
Reasons
2. The objector has raised no new evidence and has not made any comment or objection in relation to the proposed modifications. The objector’s comments regarding public enjoyment issues and claims that the Order is not made in the interest of the landowner were considered in my interim decision.   
Conclusion
Having regard to the above, and all other matters raised at the Public Inquiry and in the written representations, I conclude that the Order should be confirmed subject to the modifications previously advertised. 


Formal Decision
The Order is confirmed subject to the following modifications:
· In Part 1 of the schedule at the start of the paragraph insert ‘The full width of the affected length of footpath no.69’.
· In Part 2 of the schedule at the start of the paragraph insert ‘A footpath’.
· In Part 2 of the schedule after the paragraph insert ‘The footpath will have a width of 2 metres throughout’.
· On the Order plan insert letters A, B, C and D.

J Ingram
INSPECTOR
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