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Dear  
  

Thank you for your email of 8 July 2025 in which you made a request under the Freedom of  
Information Act 2000. 
 

You asked for the following information: 
 

“Number of staff within your organisation who have received formal training in Artificial 
Intelligence over the last three years, broken down by year. 

●​ I’d like to know the number of staff trained e.g. 2025: 450 staff trained 
●​ Courses attended: AI ethics, basics etc 
●​ Estimated cost of training: £30,000”. 

The Committee on Standards in Public Life (CSPL) is a non-departmental public body 
sponsored by the Cabinet Office and which provides the Committee's budget.  CSPL 
secretariat staff have access to Cabinet Office and Civil Service training programmes, so you 
may wish to contact the Cabinet Office in relation to your question about the cost of training.  
 
CSPL's secretariat is made up of four full-time members and one part-time member of staff, 
employed by the Cabinet Office.  We are unable to release the number of staff trained and 
courses attended as this could potentially allow staff to be identified.  This is standard 
statistical reporting. 
 
Additionally, Section 40(2) exempts personal information from disclosure if that information 
relates to someone other than the applicant, and if disclosure of that information would, 
amongst other things, contravene one of the data protection principles in Article 5(1) of the 
UK General Data Protection Regulation and section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018. In 
this case, we believe disclosure would contravene the first data protection principle, which 
provides that processing of personal data must be lawful, fair and transparent.  
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We consider that disclosure of the information would contravene principle A under article 
5(1)(a) of the UK General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which requires that personal 
data should be processed lawfully, fairly, and transparently. We have considered the 
legitimate interests being pursued in the request and that these interests could be met only 
by disclosure of the information. We have found that on balance the legitimate interest and 
necessity in disclosure are overridden by the reasonable expectations of privacy of the 
individuals concerned.  
 
Section 40(2) is an absolute exemption and the Cabinet Office is not obliged to consider 
whether the public interest favours disclosing the information.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an 
internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of 
receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to:  
 

Internal Review Officer​
Committee on Standards in Public Life​
1 Horse Guards Road​
London SW1A 2HQ​
public@public-standards.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote reference number CSPL-FOI 2517 in any further correspondence 
relating to this request for information. 
 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply 
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can 
be contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office​
Wycliffe House​
Water Lane​
Wilmslow, Cheshire​
SK9 5AF​
 
Yours sincerely 
 

CSPL Secretariat 
 
​
 

​
 
 
 

 

 
​ Selflessness I Integrity I Objectivity I Accountability I Openness I Honesty I Leadership 

 


