Bristol Local Plan - Site Allocations and Development Management Policies — Adopted July 2014

Policy DM1: Presumption in favour of sustainable development

2.1.1 The Bristol Core Strategy provides a positive and flexible framework for meeting the
development needs of the city. It is supported by a set of Development Management
policies which help to ensure new development is compatible with the core planning
principles set out in the National Planning Policy Framework.

When considering development proposals a positive approach will be taken that reflects
the presumption in favour of sustainable development contained in the National Planning
Policy Framework. Bristol City Council will always work proactively with applicants jointly
to find solutions which mean that proposals can be approved wherever possible, and to
secure development that improves the economic, social and environmental conditions in
the city.

Planning applications that accord with the policies in the Bristol Local Plan and, where
relevant, with policies in Neighbourhood Development Plans will be approved without
delay, unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

Where there are no policies relevant to the application or relevant policies are out of
date at the time of making the decision then planning permission will be granted unless
material considerations indicate otherwise taking into account whether:

Any adverse impacts of granting permission would significantly and demonstrably
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the National Planning
Policy Framework taken as a whole; or

Specific policies in that Framework indicate that development should be restricted.

2.1.2 The National Planning Policy Framework states that Local Plans should be based
upon and reflect the presumption in favour of sustainable development, with clear
policies that will guide how the presumption should be applied locally. The Planning
Inspectorate considers that its suggested model policy wording is an appropriate way of
meeting this expectation. This policy closely reflects the model wording. It is applicable
to all development and should be read in conjunction with paragraph 14 of the National
Planning Policy Framework, including the footnotes to that paragraph.

Application Information

There are no specific submission requirements associated with this policy.

Housing and Economy Policies

Policy DM2: Residential Sub-divisions, Shared and Specialist Housing

2.2.1 The Core Strategy sets out the overall approach to developing new homes in the city. It
proposes an overall number of homes, seeks affordable housing and aims for a broad
housing mix. This Development Management policy offers an approach to addressing
the impacts and issues of certain forms of housing; in particular, sub-divisions, shared
housing, specialist student accommodation and housing for older people.
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