
2 July 2025
Joint statement on walking,  
wheeling and cycling

We, the Mayors of England’s Combined Authorities, will work together to improve our streets  
for everyone, for the benefit of the health, wellbeing and connectedness of our communities.

This commitment to walking, wheeling and cycling, with a first focus on the school run, will 
help get 20 million people more active daily and create more than 3,500 miles of safer routes 
connecting schools with local neighbourhoods, high streets and transport hubs. 

We are doing this as part of wider plans to fully integrate our transport networks, to deliver  
new housing and to further cement local economic growth.

We commit to:

•	 �Work with the Department for Transport, Active Travel England and our local authorities to 
create a country-wide national walking, wheeling and cycling network, comprising of local 
networks that are safe and easy to use. This will give millions of people across England the 
choice to use high quality, safe routes in their communities.

•	 �Transform the school run by delivering high-quality, safer routes in neighbourhoods nationwide.

•	 ��Deliver region-wide integrated transport networks by giving people easy walking, wheeling 
and cycling access to buses, trams and trains which will in turn help deliver new housing and 
support local economic growth.

Together, we can transform our regions and deliver increased transport choice, sustainable public 
transport, boost local economies and give our younger generation access to opportunity.

Signed,

Tracy Brabin,  
Mayor of 
West Yorkshire

Paul Bristow,  
Mayor of Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough

Andy Burnham,  
Mayor of Greater 
Manchester

Luke Campbell,  
Mayor of Hull and 
East Yorkshire

Oliver Coppard,  
Mayor of  
South Yorkshire

Helen Godwin,  
Mayor of the  
West of England

Ben Houchen,  
Mayor of Tees 
Valley

Kim McGuinness,  
Mayor of the 
North East

Richard Parker,  
Mayor of the  
West Midlands

Steve Rotheram,  
Mayor of the  
Liverpool City Region

David Skaith,   
Mayor of York and 
North Yorkshire

Claire Ward,  
Mayor of the 
East Midlands

Supported by:

Heidi Alexander,
Secretary of State 
for Transport

Chris Boardman CBE, 
National Active Travel  
Commissioner

Sir Sadiq Khan, 
Mayor of London


