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The committee also discussed the need to raise the profile of borderline substances. A bill of 
£600m per annum and issues with safety and efficacy need tackling but go unnoticed because 
of the low profile compared with medicines, or in the misunderstanding that these issues are 
already being managed as part of medicines. It was mentioned that the role of Chair in the past 
included occasional access to and meetings with ministers and the chief scientific advisor, and 
this is still stipulated in the Code of Practice for Scientific Advisory Committees. However, this 
has not happened in the current Chair’s tenure. The committee decided it should write a letter, 
and possibly have this jointly signed by other organisations, to make ministers aware of the 
problems and the need for action. 
 

  
 

f. Meeting date for November 2025  
The committee agreed to set a meeting for 10 and 11 November 2025. 
 
 Secretariat to put the meeting dates in diaries and update the schedule on Gov.UK 
 

5. Product submissions 
Product submissions were discussed. A record of this conversation is at appendix B. 

 
6. Submissions processed mid-term 

Appendix 2 of the meeting papers provided detail on the submissions processed mid-term. No 
amendments or comments were raised.        
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Table of actions 

 
Action Responsible 
   
 Secretariat to complete the ACBS assessment of the change control and 

forward to BSNA for consideration. 
Secretariat 

 All committee members to submit feedback under the headings of ‘value and 
affordability’ and ‘safety and optimisation’. 

All 

   
   
 Secretariat to put the meeting dates in diaries and update the schedule on 

Gov.UK 
Secretariat 
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Appendix A – Declarations of interest 
 

Name Name of organisation Nature of interest 
Ian White Ian R. White Nil. No honoraria, travel, hospitality, unrestricted 

grants, consultancy fees or any other exposure. 
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Appendix B – Product submissions 
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