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C H A P T E R x i i . 

An Act for conferring upon tlic Corporation of ^Vcyjnoutli 
niid .^^clconlbe Regis further Powers in relation to tlie 
Bridge over the Harbour; and for other purposes. 

[23d May 1879.] 

TTTHEPuEAS by an Act passed in tlic first year of the reign of 
\ \ ]Cing George the Fourth, intituled " A n Aet for repnuing or l G. 4. c. xL 

" taking doAvu and rebuilding the bridge within tlie borough\nd 
" town of Weymouth and Melconibe Puegis in thc county of Porset " 
(in iliis Act referred to as the Act of 1820,) tlie mayor, aldermen, 
bailiffs, and capital or principal buige.̂ ŝes of tbe said borougii and 
town (who are now styled the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of 
the borough of Weymouth and Melcombe P.egis, and are° herein-
nfKT referred t-o as the Corporation) v̂ere empowered to repair or to 
r.-.novc the tlien existing hridge oyer thc harbour of Weymouth 
.•:r.d Mclcombe Pegi.s, and to "erect and maintain in lieu thereof a 
licw hii.lge with an opening span or arch, and for such pm-pose to 
t.ikc :iiid demand tolls and duties, and to levy a bridge rate or 
r- . -inrnt on tlie owners of all houses, lands, tenements, and 
i-< ri ditamcnts wilhin tbe borough : 

And whereas an Act was passed in tiie sixth year of the reign of 1 
Kin- George the Fourth, intituled " An Act to amend and enlaro-e 6 G. 4. / 
" Jl.f' powers and prorisions of several Acts relating to the harbour / 
" bridge of the borough and town of Weymouth and Melcombe I 

K -̂gis m the county of Porset," (which Act is herein referred to ' 
the Act of 1825,) whereby, amongst other things, several of the ^ 

jTovisions of the Aet of 1820 were amended and repealed : 
And whereas by an Act passed in the eleventh year of thb reic^n •• 
U(̂ r present Majesty, intituled " A n Act for reducing the dues'̂ of l O & m 
P I'^f^^;"" borough and town of Weymouth and ]\Lelcombe 

. ^^-g^ m tlie county of Porset, and consolidating the trusts created 
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A.D. 1S79. " by the Acts relating to such harbour and the bridge of the said 
borough, and for other purposes," (which Act is in this Act refeiTed 

to as the Act of 1847,) i t was enacted, amongst other things, that 
in the event of a company being 'constituted for the purpose of 
establishing steam communication between the Channel Islands and 
the said harbour of Weymouth and Melcombe Regis, and a sum 
sufficient to pay orC all principal moneys and interest recoverable 
under the pro\dsions of the Acts of 1820 and 1825 being raised, 
those Acts should be repealed : 

And w ĥereas no part of the moneys lastly referred to has been 
or is likely to be raised, and nothing has practically been done under 
the said Act, and it is expedient that the said Act should be repealed: 

i \ j id whereas by the Act of 1820 i t was enacted that in certain 
circumstances which have since occurred the tolls, rates, and duties 
leviable in respect ofthe said bridge, excepting the tolls on vessels 
passing.througlvthe openinff^pan thereof, should"cease to be levied 
or exigible : 

And whereas no' tolls or duties, except as before mentioned, are 
now exacted, nor is any bridge ratc~of^sscssment levied within the 
borough : ' " 

And whereas thc gradients of the existing bridge and its 
approaches are steep and inconvenient, and the swing bridge over 
the opening span thereof is narroAv, and i t is expedient that the 
bridge and its gradients should be unproved, and that thc said s"\nng 
bridore should be removed and a new and better one substituted: 

And whereas plans and sections sbowing the lines, situations, and 
levels of the intended new works, and the land which may be 
acquired under the powers of this Act, and a book of reference to 
such plans containing the names of the owners or reputed owners, 
lessees or reputed lessees, and of the occupiers' of and describing 
such land, have been deposited with the clerk of the peace for the 
county of Porset, and are in this Aet referred to as the deposited 
plans, sections, and book of reference : . 

And -whereas an estiniate has been prepared by the Corporation 
of the cost of the works by this Aet authorised, and such estimate 
amounts to four thousand six hundred and twenty pounds :. 

And w ĥereas such works are permanent works within the 
meaning of section 23-i' of the Public. Health Act, 1875 : 

And whereas an absolute majority of the whole of the town 
3.S&.39 Vict, council of tbe borough, at a meeting held on the eighteenth day of 
coo. Kovemher one thou.sand eight hundred and scventy-eighL, aft(}r ten 

clear days notice by public advertisement of such meel ing and the 
purpo.-(̂ s thereof in the Weymouth and Portland Guardian, a 
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Jocal newspaper published or circulating in ihc said borough, such 
jiolice being in addition to the ordinary notices requued for sum-
33̂ oning such meeting, resolved that the exjoense in relation to 
jij-oiuoting the Pill for this Act should in the first inslauce, so far 
as jnay be nect̂ ssLiry, be paid for by thc Corporation out of thc 
borough fund and boiough rate : 

And whereas such resolution was published twice in the Wey­
mouth, Portland, and Porcbester Telegram, a local newspaper 
published or circulating in thc said borough, and has received the 
sanction of the .T>ocal Government Board : 

And whereas ihe propriety of the promotion of the ]3ill for tin's 
Act Avas confirmed by an absolute majority of the whole number of 
the Town Gouncil of the said borough at a further special me(^ting, 
held in pursuance of a similar notice on the sixth day of Januaiy 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-nine, being not less than 
fourteen days afler the deposit of tbe Pill in Parliament: 

And whereas tlie owners and ratepayers of the said borough, hy 
resolution passed in manner provided in the third schedule of the 
Public Health Aet, 1875, as to the passing of resolutions of owners 
and ratepayers, consented to the promotion of the Pill for this Act : 

And whereas, for the reasons aforesaid, it is cx])edient that the 
Aet. of 181-7 should be repealed, and that the Acts of 1820 and 1825 
sliould be in some respects altered, and that the powers in this Act 
contained sliould be conferred upon the Corporation : 

Aud whereas the jiurposes aforesaid cannot be effected without 
the authcrity of Parliament: 

May it tlierefore please Your ]\rajesty tbat it maybe enacted; 
land be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Pords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows; (that is to say,) 

1. This Act may be cited as the Weymouth and !Meleombc 
Pvcgis Bridge Act, 1879. 

2. The Pands Clauses Consolidation Acts, 1845, 1860, and 
1809, the clauses of the Harboiits, Pocks, and Piers Clauses, Act, 
IS 17, wit-b respect to the construction of thc harbour, doc^^ or 
ipier, and the clauses' of the Commissioners Clauses Act, lS47, 
Avilli respect to mortgages granted by the Commissioners, except 
•seclion 84 (money liorrowed on security of rates to be paid off in 
ilirnited period) aud section 85 (mode of paying off mortgages), are, 
x:xcept where exprt̂ ssly varied by or inconsistent with the provisions 
<)f Ibis Act, incorjiorated therewith. 
! A 2 3 

A.D.1S79. 
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A.D. 1879. . 3. In tliis Act the several words and expressions to which 
Interprci i- meanings are assigned by the Acts wliolly or partially incorporated 
tion of terms, herewith have thc same respective meanings, unless there be some­

thing in the subject or context repugnant to such constructiou. 
The expressions "the Commissioners" and "the clerk to the 

^Commissioners " in the Commissioners Clauses Act, 1847, mean 
respectively the Corporation and the town clerk. 

The expr.es.sjpn " the harbour, dock, or pier ".Jn tbe Harbours. 
Poc^sT^and Pidi:s_ Clauses Act. _iS47^in cans the_bridge_and the 
works by this Aet _aut]iorised; and for the purposes of this Actthc 
expression " superior courts " or " court of competent jurisdiction," 
or any other like expression in this Aet or any Act wholly or 
partially incorporated herewith, shall be read and have effect as if 
the debt or demand witb respect to which the expression is used 
were a simple contract debt, and not a debt or demand created by 
statute. 

Repe.ll of 
l O & l l Vict, 
c. Ixviii . 
Power to 
ni;ikc works 

plaus. 

Doscripfio!) 
of works. 

4 . The Act of 1847 is hereby repealed. 
5. From and after the passing of this Act, subject to the pro­

visions in this Aet contained, the Corporation may make and main-
aocordiii-; to tain all or any of the works herein-after more particularly described 
deposited in the bne and upon the lands delineated on the deposited plans 

and described in the deposited book of reference and according to 
the levels described on the deposited sections; and the Corporation 
may enter upon, take, and use such of the lands delineated on the 
said plans and described in thc said book of reference as shall be 
necessary for all or any of such purposes. 

6. The works by this Aet authorised are,— 
1. The removal of the present swing bridge and the construction 

and maintenance of an opening bridge : 
2. The alteration of the levels of the roadway of the present 

bridge and of its approaches : 
3. A l l necessary incidental works and convcui(.'nces : 

Provided always, that in the exercise of the said powers the Cor­
poration shall do as little damage as raay be, and shall raake ful l 
satisfaction in manner herein, and in any Aet incorporated herewith, 
provided, to all parties interested for all damage by them sustained 
by reason of the exercise of such powers. 

7. Thc Corporation may in the execution of any of the aforesaid 
•work.s deviate laterally from the lines delineat(;d on the [ilans in 
respect thereof to any ex l ent within tlic limils of deviation sbown 
upon such plans, and vcriically frora tbe levels shown upon the 
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Qcelions to any extent not exceeding tbree feet: Provided always^ 
tbat except with the consent of the Great Western and Pondon 
and South-Avestern Railway Companies, the Corporation shall not 
deviate vertically so as in any way to reduce the height of the bridge 
under which the branch railway to the harbour is carried to that 
i i i r l ofthe harbour which is seaw%'ird of the bridge, and they shall 
)i.it deviate laterally so as in any way to reduce or injuriously inter-
ft-i-c with tbe span of the said bridge or to make the passage under 
ibc bridge less convenient than i t is at present. 

8 The ])OAvcrs of the Corporation with respect to the compulsory 
purehasc of lands for the purposes of this Act shall not be exercised 
after tbe expiration of three years from the passing of this Act. 

9 If the works by this Act authorised be not completed within 
four vcars from the passing of this Act, then on the expiration of 
lliat period the powers by this Act granted to the Corporation in 
relation thereto shall cease to be exercised, except as to so much 
tbcreof as is then completed. 

10. I t shall not he lawful for the Corporation to construct on 
the shore of the sea, or of any creek, bay, arm of the sea, or navigable 
river communicating therewith, where and so far up the same as 
tbe tide tlows and reflows, any work or bridge across any creek, hay, 
.Min of tbe sea, or navigable river, where and so far up the sarae as 
Ibc tide flows and reflows, w-ithout the previous consent of the 
li-.iard of Trade, to be signitied in writiug under the hand of the 
se;T.-iary or one of the assistant secretaries of the Poard of Trade, 
and then only according to such plan and under such restrictions 
:!nd icgiilations as the said Poard of Ti'ade raay approve of, such 
:i]i]in)val boiug signified.as last aforesaid; and where any such work 
«ir liridiT c sball have been constructed, it shall not be lawful for the 
Crpondion at any time to alter or extend the sarae without 
<jbt:iining, previously -to making any such alteration or extension, 
ibe like consent or approval; and if any such work or bridge shall 
br- c'lnnnoneed or completed contrary to the provisions of this Act, 
il sl::ill be lawfid for the said Poard of Trade to abate and remove 
'.be .'̂ rnnc and to restore the site thereof to its former condition, at 
tbr cost and charge of the Corporation, and the amount thereof 
iM.-iy be recovered in the same raanner as a penalty is recoverable 
apiinst tbe Corporation. 

11. Tlic Corporation shall on or near the works hereby authorised, 
<'-ini!g the whole time of the constructing, altering, or extending 
thereof, e.viiibit and keep burning at their own expense every night 
frxjni sun.sct to sunrise such lights (if any) as the Board of Trade 

A . D . 1879. 
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from time to time requires or approves, and (notwuthstanding the 
enactments for the time being in force respecting lighthouses) shall 
also on or near the works when completed always maintain, exhibit, 
and keep burning at their own expense every night from sunset to 
sunrise such lights (if any) for the guidance of ships as the Board 
of Trade from time to time requu'cs or approves. . 

I f the Corporation fail to comply in any respect with the provi­
sions of the present section, they shall for each night in which they 
so fail be liable to a penalty not exceeding t-wenty pounds. 

12. H at any time the Board 'of Trade deems i t necessary to 
order a survey and examination of the works hereby authorised or of 
the intended site of any such works, the Corporation shall defray the 
expense of the sm'vey and examination, and thc araount thereof shall 
be a debt due from the Corjioration to the Crown, and be recoverable 
accordingly with costs, or the same may be recovered wdth costs as 
a penalty is recoverable from the Corporation. 

13. I f any of the works hereby authorised are' abandoned or 
suffered to fall into decay, the Board of Trade may abate and remove 
the same, or any jiart of the same, and restore the site to the forraer 
or proper condition thereof, at the expense of the Corporation ; and the 
amount of such expense shall be a debt due from the Corporation to 
the Crown, aud be recoverable accordingly with costs, or the same 
may be recovered with costs as a penalty is recoverable from the 
Corporation. 

14. Al l the provisions contained iu the Act of 1820 as to the 
swing or draw arcb therein referred .to, whether as to tolls for opening 
the said swing or draw arch, and cxeniiitions therefrom, or otlun-wise, 
shall extend and apjily to the new opening bridge by this Act 
authorised. 

15. No carriage or vehicle propelled or moved by steam power or 
macliinery sball cross the bridge except with the consent of the 
Corporation, aud on payment of such tolls as they ma}' demand: 
Provided that the Corporation shall be at liberty to refuse the passage 
over the bridge of any carriage or other vehicle if they should 
consider the structure of the bridge raight be thereby injui ed or 
endaiurered. • 

16. From and after thc completion of'the works hy tbi.s Act 
authorised the Corporation raay erect a toll-house and toll-gati.' upon 
or near the hridge, and take and collect thereat, subject to tb(3 excep­
tions and provisions in that Act contained witli reference to such 
tolls, the several (oils aulhoris.-d by the 21st section of tbe Act of 
182.";; and all thc provisifun of that Aei and of tin.' Aet of 1^20, as 
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altered bythe Act of 1825, with respect to the existing bridge and A.D. 1879. 
"ibc tolls to be taken thereat, shall, so far as they are applicable, 
extend and apply to this Act. 

17 The Corporation may for thc purposes of this Act from time Power to 
lo time borrow on mortgage, on the security of thc tolls aud charges ^̂ H^̂ .̂ 
]ia}-able to them under this Act, such sums of money as they raay frora security of 
1 une to time require for any of the purposes of this Aet, not exceeding ô̂ ^̂-
in the whole six thousand pounds : Provided always, that i f the Cor-
jioraiion shall at any time pay off any such moneys othcrAnse than 
bv instalments or by means of a sinking fund, they may from time 
to time re-borrow the araount so paid off, and in calculating the 
.vum which the Corporation may horrow under any other enactment 
nnv sums they may borrow under this Aet sliaU not be reckoned; and 
ibe powers of the Corporation under this Act as to borrowing and 
rc-horro^nng shall not be restricted by any of the provisions of the 
Public Health Aet, 1875, or the jMunicipal Corporations Acts: 
Provided also, that no raoney shall be re-borrowed for a period longer 
ihrm the unexpired port-ion of the term sanctioned in respect of tlio 
orlirinal loan.' •• • ^ - . • • • • -

18. Provided always, that the mortgages granted by the Corpo- Saving as to 
Tai ion under this Act shall be without preiudice to anv raort^ao-es 

. . . 1 ' mortgages of 
i:.'̂ inte<l by the Corporation prior to the passing of this Act wdiile Corporation, 
tb.e same are respectively in force. 

19. Tbe rejiaAmient of any raoney borrowed bythe Corporation Limiting 
•.iMi'.er tbis Act shall be made by equal annual instalments of .'̂ uch 
uw miKinnt as will repay the principal and interest within a period of borrowed 
' f trot exceeding fif teen ĵ ears from the tirae of boiTOMinir. monev. 

20. Tbe Corporation shall, on the first day of November one Sinking fund 
:!.';-.!v:n,d eight hundred and cightA î and thenceforth annually on ô ô̂ ug*;"̂  
!be s-unc day, set apart out of the tolls received by them under this WoweT 
Act liiid (as Jl collaicral_ s_ecurity) out of the borough fund and ' 
^-o.ngll rate,'as a" sinking fund for the payment of moneys 
l-.riA.wed under this Act, such a sum as wiU be sufacient to pay 
vill.in the_^id_period of fifteen years such portion ofthe principal 
tnoncyfi borrowed under this Act as shaU not be repayable by 
yr-rly or half-yearly installments, to be aceiimulated in the way of 
'̂ ..tniv.und interest by investraent in secm-itie -̂ in which tmstees* ai'c 
by l.-.w fcr the lime being authorised to invest; and the Corporation 

frnm time to time apply the said sinking fund in payraent of 
•v.- i:rmeip:il moneys until the whole thereof haÂ e been fully jiaid: 
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A.D. 1879. Provided always, that whenever any of such principal moneys have 
been so paid off the Corporation shall thenceforward, unt i l the w^hole 
of such principal moneys have heen paid off, pay into the sinking 
fund every year, in addition to the other sums herein-before required 
to be set apart and appropriated, a sum equal to the annual interest 
of the principal raoney so paid off : Provided further, that whenever 
and so long as the yearly income arising from the sinking f imd 
shall be equal to the annual interest of the principal moneys then 
due and outstanding, the Corporation raay, in lieu of investing the 
said yearly income, apply the sarae in payment of such interest, 
and may during such periods discontinue the payment to the 
sinldng fund of the yearly sums herein-before required to be paid 
thereto. 

2 1 . The town clerk shall, within twenty-one days after the 
expiration of each year during which any sum is required to be set 
apart for a sinking fund or paid as an instalment under this Aet, 
transmit to the Poeal Governraent Board a return, m such forra as 
may be prescribed by that Poard, and verified by statutory declara­
tion, i f so required by them, showing the amount wiiich has been 
paid as an instalment or invested for the purpose of such sinking 
fund during the j'car preceding the making of such return, and 
the description of the securities upon which the same has been 
invested, and also showing the purposes to whicii any portion of the 
moneys invested for the sinking fund have been applied during thc 
same period, and the total amount remaining invested at the end of 
tbe year; and in the event of any w i l f u l default in making such 
return, such clerk shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds. I f i t apipear to thc Pocal Government Poard, by such 
return or otherwise, that the Corporation have failed to set apart 
the sum required by tbis Act for the sinking fund, or to pay any 
instalment, or have applied any portion of the moneys set apart for 
that fund to any purposes other than those authorised by this Aet, 
the Pocal Government Board may by order direct that a sura not 
exceeding double thc amount in respect of whiclt such default shall 
have been made shall be set apart and invested as part of the 
sinking fund, and such order shall be enforceable by wr i t of 
Alandamus to be obtained by thc Poeal Government Poard out of 
Her Majesty's H igh Court of Justice'^ 

22 . The raoney raised under the authority of this Act by 
mortgage shall be applied in the payment of the costs, charges, 
and expenses preliminary to and of and incidental to tbe preparing, 
applying' for, obtaining, and passing of this Act, and in the 
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nlieration and improvement of the bridge and approaches, and the 
'(.rectiou of a ncAV swing bridge, and tbe making of tlie works 
co;ineetcd therewith by this Act autlioi-ised. 

23 . The Corporation shall keep accounts (whicli sball be audited Applic.itiun 
311 tlie same manner as is required in tbe case of tbcir other 
nee.uuits) of all moneys received or paid by them in the execution ACL' '̂"^ 
oflbis Aet, separate from tbcir other accounts, and shall, .subject to 
ibe provisions of this Act, apply all money from lime lo time 
received by them under tbis Act, except borrm\ed men icy, as follows ; 
(iliat is to say,) 

J-irst. In payment of the costs, charges, and (expenses of .-md 
incident to the collecting and recovering of tells, and of 
borrowing money under this A e t : 

.«^ccond. I n payment of the cost of maintaining the liridgc : 
Tbird. I n payment of the interest on money bornr.ved under 

this A c t : 
Fourth. I n pajmicnt of the principal of inonevs borrowed under 

this Ac t : 
F i f t l i . I n providing the reserve fund herein-after mentioned. 

2 4 . •\Vlien and so soon as the Arhole of the moneys boiTOwcd Toll 
disbursed by the Corporation trader the pov.ers and for the 

jr.irposcs of this Act shall have been rcjiaid, and a further sum of 
five hundred pounds as a reserve fund for l)iidge repau-s and 
jr.:;;ntenance shall have been raised, the tolls and chaiges on the said 
I ridire shall cease, and all persons, wuth their horses, carts, carriai^es, 
.-.r.d ..ilu-r animals, matters, and things, shall thereafter have libc^rtv 
to ].:iss over the same free of toU. 

25. Tbe Corporation raay invest the said sum of five huncbed Fund for 
}• -WIMIS in Government or any other security in wliich bv law trust ^ ^ l ' " ' ' ' -
r.̂ .-t-M-ys may from time lo time be invested, and may continue the 
>-viu- cn such security, to remain, with the compound interest ari<=in-
; .̂ -rr, rrom,ac;andfora fund to meet any unforeseen accident that 
n-.-\v b:i],pcn to the said bridge, and to keep the same, with the 
-'..r] rv.a.-l!es thereto, in good repair. 

^ 2G.^ Tlie Coi-iioration may, subject to the provisions of this Act, Bvci.-.w.=. &c. 
•• cnne to time make, alter, and repeal such bvclaws, rules and '̂ '̂ ^Z 
1%-u ationsw-ith respect to the swing bridge and the working and 
; - ll'crcof, and passage of ships and vessels through the same, â  -
j - - : mny deem expedient; but no such byelaw, rule„dr regulation 
^.,.l^<vnne mto operation unti l the same be allowed by,the Poard of 
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A.D. 1879. 27. A l l costs, charges, and expenses of and incident to the 
Expenses preparing, applying for, obtaining, and passing of this Aet shall in 
of Act. the first instance be paid by the Corporation out of the borough 

fund of the borough, but ultimately out of moneys borrow^ed under 
• . this Act. 
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