Automated vehicles: protecting marketing terms 

Introduction

	Thank you for responding to our consultation on protecting marketing terms for authorised automated (self-driving) vehicles.

Closing date is 1 September 2025.

View all the questions

This survey provides questions based on user choice, an overview of the questions is available [opens in a new window].

Print or save a copy of your response

At the end of this questionnaire, you have the chance to either print or save a copy of your response for your records. This option appears after you press 'Submit your response'.

Save and continue option

You have an option to 'save and continue' your response at any time. If you do that you will be sent a link via email to allow you to continue your response where you left off.

It's very important that you enter your correct email address if you choose to save and continue. If you make a mistake in the email address you won't receive the link you need to complete your response.

Accessibility statement

Read our accessibility statement for SmartSurvey forms [opens in a new window].

Confidentiality and data protection

The Department for Transport (DfT) is carrying out this consultation on protecting marketing terms for authorised automated (self-driving) vehicles.

View our DfT online form and survey privacy notice [opens in a new window] for more information on how your personal data is processed in relation to this survey.

In addition we are asking:

· for the country you reside in, to consider the driving approaches and environments of that country in your response

· if you work and the type of organisation or organisations your work for, in order to understand your relationship with the topic 

Do not include personal information in your responses unless specifically requested.


Personal details

1. What is your name?

	

	


2. What is your email?

	

	


Proposals

	The Automated Vehicles Act 2024 [opens in a new window] will introduce a new scheme to authorise vehicles that can safely and legally drive themselves. This builds on the Automated and Electric Vehicles Act 2018 [opens in a new window], under which such vehicles can be listed.  

The 2024 act will also prohibit misleading marketing. As part of this there will be 2 new criminal offences. The offences are:

· using a protected term in connection with the promotion or supply of road vehicles or equipment, if the vehicle is not authorised or listed as self-driving

· making a commercial communication likely to confuse end-users into thinking that an unauthorised or unlisted vehicle can drive itself without needing to be monitored or controlled by a human driver

Under the first offence, the ‘protected terms’ must be set out in secondary legislation. This will mean that businesses will not be able to use a ‘protected term’ to market their advanced driving technology unless the vehicle has been authorised or listed as self-driving.

We are now consulting on which terms should be protected [opens in a new window]. We welcome views.


Protected terms

	We are proposing to protect certain terms so that they cannot be used in connection with the promotion or supply of vehicles or vehicle equipment, unless the vehicle is authorised or listed as self-driving.


3. Conceptually do you agree or disagree that certain terms should be protected for these vehicles?

	    
	Agree (Go to ‘Terms’)

	    
	Disagree

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Continue with survey’)


Disagree with term protection

4. Why do you conceptually disagree with protecting any marketing terms for these vehicles?

	

	


Continue with survey

	With regards to protecting certain terms to the marketing of authorised or listed self-driving vehicles you have either answered that you:

· disagree to any terms being protected

· don't know if any terms should be protected or not

· have not indicated a preference either way to protecting any terms

As the remainder of this survey contains proposals regarding the particular terms to be protected and how they are to be implemented you may now either:

· continue answering the questions

· go to the final comments section


5. Do you want to:

	    
	continue answering the remaining survey questions

	    
	go to the final comments section (Go to ‘Final comments’)


Terms

6. Do you agree or disagree that the following terms should be protected?

	
	Agree
	Disagree
	Don't know

	Self-driving   
	    
	    
	    

	Drive itself  
	    
	    
	    

	Driverless  
	    
	    
	    

	Automated driving  
	    
	    
	    

	Autonomous driving
	    
	    
	    

	Drive autonomously
	    
	    
	    


Give reasons for your answer.

	





	We are proposing that the protections should apply if the marketing uses different parts of speech or grammatical forms of these terms. For example, the protection of:

· “drive itself” would include protecting “drives itself” and “driving themselves”

· "automated driving" would include protecting "automated drive"

· "drive autonomously" would include protecting "drives autonomously" and "driving: autonomous"

See the 'self-driving’/'driving itself [opens in a new window] and 'autonomous driving'/'driving autonomously' [opens in new window] sections for more details.


7. Do you agree or disagree that different parts of speech and other grammatical forms of protected terms should also be protected? 
	    
	Agree

	    
	Disagree

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Automated’ and ‘autonomous’)

	
	


Other parts reasoning

8. Give reasons for your answer.

	

	


“Automated” and “autonomous”

	We are proposing to protect the terms “automated” and “autonomous” only when they are used to describe the whole vehicle. We are not proposing protecting their use when they are used to describe vehicle parts or vehicle equipment.

For example, it would be an offence to refer to an “automated vehicle”, “automated car”, “autonomous vehicle”, “autonomous van”, unless it were authorised or listed.  

However, it would not be an offence to refer to autonomous emergency braking or automated windscreen wipers. 

See the automated when applied to the whole vehicle [opens in a new window] and autonomous when applied to the whole vehicle [opens in a new window] sections for more details.


9. Do you agree or disagree that the following terms should be protected only when they are used to describe the whole vehicle? 

	
	Agree
	Disagree
	Don't know

	“Automated”  
	    
	    
	    

	“Autonomous”  
	    
	    
	    



Give reasons for your answer.

	





Other terms

	We are interested in receiving views about whether any other terms should be protected. 

See the other possible terms [opens in a new window] section for more details. 


10. In your view are there any other terms that should be protected under the Automated Vehicles Act 2024? 

	    
	Yes

	    
	No (Go to ‘Other terms reasoning’)

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘English language’)


Other terms

11. In your view, what other terms should be protected?

	

	


Other terms reasoning

12. Give your reasons why.

	

	


English language

	At this stage we are only intending to protect terms in the English language, not in other languages. 


13. Do you agree or disagree with our approach of only protecting English terms?

	    
	Agree (Go to ‘Marketing unconnected with driving automation’)  

	    
	Disagree

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Marketing unconnected with driving automation’)


English language: disagreement

14. Give reasons why you disagree.

	

	


Marketing unconnected with driving automation

	The Automated Vehicles Act 2024 [opens in a new window] will provide a defence where the use of a protected term is not intended and cannot reasonably be understood to refer to driving automation.  
 
The defence is intended to apply when, for example, an advert for “self-drive van hire” would be clearly understood to mean that a human hirer is expected to drive the vehicle.  

In our view, this will be sufficient to prevent the protection from being applied to marketing unconnected with driving automation. 


15. Do you agree or disagree that there will be sufficient legal safeguards to prevent the protection from being applied to marketing which is unconnected with driving automation?

	    
	Agree

	    
	Disagree

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Specific symbols and marks’)


Marketing unconnected with driving automation reasoning

16. Give your reasons why.

	

	


Specific symbols and marks

	We are interested in receiving views about whether there are any specific symbols or marks that deserve special protection. 

See the symbols or marks [opens in a new window] section for more details. 


17. In your view are there any specific symbols and marks that indicate a vehicle is self-driving that deserve special protection? 

	    
	Yes

	    
	No (Go to ‘Responding details’)

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Responding details’)


Specific symbols and marks reasoning

18. Which specific symbols and marks?

	

	


19. Give your reasons why.

	

	


Responding details

20. Are you responding on behalf of an organisation?

	    
	Yes (Go to ‘Organisation details’)

	    
	No


Individual details

21. Do you live in:
	    
	England

	    
	Wales

	    
	Scotland

	    
	Northern Ireland

	    
	another country:

 





22. Do you work for any of the following type of organisations?

	    
	Academia

	    
	Disability group

	    
	Emergency services and police

	    
	Highway authority

	    
	Insurance

	    
	Legal

	    
	Local government

	    
	Local representative group

	    
	Public sector

	    
	Research, consultancy and professional organisation

	    
	Safety and road user group

	    
	Trade body (other industry)

	    
	Trade body (vehicle industry)

	    
	Vehicle manufacturer

	    
	Vehicle operator

	    
	Vehicle supply chain

	    
	Vehicle technology developer

	    
	Another area:

 





[Now go to ‘Final comments’]

Organisation details

23. Where is your organisation primarily located?

	    
	England

	    
	Wales

	    
	Scotland

	    
	Northern Ireland

	    
	Another country:

 




24. What kind of organisation are you?
	    
	Academia (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Disability group (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Emergency services and police (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Highway authority (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Insurance (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Legal (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Local government (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Local representative group (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Public sector (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Research, consultancy and professional organisation (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Safety and road user group (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Trade body (other industry) (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Trade body (vehicle industry)

	    
	Vehicle manufacturer

	    
	Vehicle operator

	    
	Vehicle supply chain

	    
	Vehicle technology developer

	    
	Another area: (Go to ‘Final comments’)

 




Business cost

25. If the terms proposed in this consultation were protected, would your business incur any costs as a result? 

	    
	Yes

	    
	No (Go to ‘Final comments’)

	    
	Don't know (Go to ‘Final comments’)


Business cost from protected terms

26. What costs would your business incur and to what scale? 

	

	


27. Explain how you have determined these costs.

	

	


Final comments

28. Any other comments?

	

	


