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A Guide for Designing House
Alterations and Extensions
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This Supplementary Planning Document
(SPD) sets out design guidance for
homeowners and building designers on
the design of house extensions and/or
alterations. It is one of a series of
documents produced by the City Council
encouraging high standards of
development and environmental quality in
Bristol.

The design guide has been produced in
recognition of the visual and amenity
impact that extensions can have on the
quality of individual houses and the street
scene in general. The document provides
guidance to assist in the understanding
and implementation of Policy B9 of the
Bristol Local Plan 1997, and the general
urban design policies B1-B7.

Bristol Local Plan Policy:

B9 House extensions and alterations will be 
permitted provided they:

• respect the form, siting, materials, details 
and character of the original property and
its curtilage;

• respect the characteristics of the wider area,
particularly where the property forms part
of a semi-detached pair, a terrace, or a
formal street pattern;

• would not cause unacceptable harm to the
amenities of neighbouring occupiers;

• retain adequate car parking within the site.

The purpose of the design guide is to set out the
Council's design expectations.  It is not intended
to impose rigid controls over detailed design
matters or stifle originality or innovation.  The
focus is on encouraging good design, by
concentrating on the broad issues of scale, height,
massing, layout, landscape and parking. The
guidance identifies the main design principles
and illustrates with examples the issues that
should be considered. Bristol City Council is
committed to promoting good design and will
take a positive view of development proposals
that follow the advice set out below.

Status of SPD 2 and its use in the decision making
process

Design proposals for house alterations and
extensions should be made in accordance with
the relevant policies of the adopted Bristol Local
Plan and SPD 2, an important material
consideration with significant weight in the
decision making process.
SPD 2 has been prepared as a Supplementary
Planning Document (SPD) in accordance with
Planning Policy Statement 12 – Local
Development Frameworks (2004) and the
associated Town and Country Planning (Local
Development) (England) Regulations 2004. Bristol
City Council is currently preparing its Local
Development Framework and consequently, the
adopted Bristol Local Plan (1997) and its policies
will be ‘saved’ until replaced by Local
Development Documents. It is intended to
include a policy to guide house and alterations
extensions as existing Policy B9.  
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