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Waste Management Services Project Focus - Trawsfyndd Scabbled Waste

The Trawsfynydd cooling ponds were used to store spent Magnox fuel. The walls have been 
scabbled and the concrete dust and concrete rubble, with small amounts of integrated metal 
rebar, have been collected in containers. There are two types of containers. One which is 
referred to as an LC (lidded container) and another which is referred to as an SWC (scabbled 
waste container). In order to make the waste compliant for final LLW Disposal, all scabbled 
waste needed to be retrieved from the scabbled waste containers and packaged into drums 
suitable for Supercompaction. The resultant pucks would then be loaded into a HHISO and co-
disposed with other suitable waste. Due to the complexity of work involved, the project has 
been undertaken in 7 different phases. Each phase has gone through various stages from 
conceptual designs of retrieval methods through to inactive and active commissioning of 
retrieval equipment and finalisation of SSoW. A Waste Services Quotation has just been issued 
to NRS for the remaining 6 & 7 phases, which is ultimate disposal of the waste to the LLW 
Repository. 

The remaining phases of the Trawsfynydd Scabbled 
Waste project are now underway. Phases 6 & 7 are 
currently being carried out which entails the waste 
to be Supercompacted for disposal at the LLW 
Repository. 
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Sellafield Ltd NRS Ltd NWS Site Dounreay Site NDA Total Non-NDA TotalDiversion / Disposal 
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127 1450 21 258 0 0 0 70 148 1778 0 273Metallic Total (te)

Combustible Total 
(m3)

VLLW Total (m3)

Supercompactable 
(m3)

LLW Disposal 
(containers)

ILW to LLW (m3)

220 2150 0 468 0 48 0 1 220 2619 0 1344
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Total Waste Volume Diverted Since Programme Initiation Total No. Of Equivalent HHISO Containers Saved By Diversion UK Total Diversion Transports Since  Programme Began (Cumulative)

Metallic Combustible VLLW

148 te diverted 220 m³ diverted 3,825 m³ diverted

2,002 te diverted 11,086 m³ diverted 21,178 m³ diverted

Year To Date 

Since FY 2020/21

Year To Date 

Since FY 2020/21

48 containers 
saved

3,621 
containers 

saved

985 m³ vault 
volume 
saved

74,326 m³ 
vault volume 

saved

The volume diverted is equivalent to the volume 
of 0 Olympic swimming pools.

The volume diverted is equivalent to the volume 
of 30 Olympic swimming pools.
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Environmental Benefit Of UK Diversion CO2 Avoided UK Total Cost Avoidance Since Programme Inititated

Year To Date 

Since FY 2020/21

£ 1.8M

£ 159.3M

The cost savings for the current financial year is enough to 
provide free school meals in England for 1 days.

The cost savings for the current financial year is enough to 
provide free school meals in England for 31 days.

Year To Date 

Since FY 2020/21

40 transports 8,000 miles The mileage done is the equivalent of travelling 
the length of the River Nile 2 miles times.

3,127 
transports

625,400 
miles

The mileage done is the equivalent to 25 times 
the distance between the earth and the moon.

Year To Date 

Since FY 2020/21

-23 te 
avoided 103% This is the equivalent of -8 te avoided hot air

balloons CO2 emmission.

3,523 te 
avoided 95% This is the equivalent of 1,174 hot air balloons

CO2 emmission.

Additional Commentary
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Metallic Cost Avoided Combustible Cost Avoided VLLW Cost Avoided

+45
Forecasted Time 
Extension In Years To Fill 
Combined Vault Capacity

Period 1: 1st April to 26th April FY 25/26

2748 Estimated Year To
Full Vault Capacity

1 - DSRL DLLW and LLW disposals are consigned to their on-site D3100 vault 
and are therefore not factored into NDA totals / benefits.
2 - Onsite VLLW disposal includes waste disposed to Sellafield's CLESA facility, 
however, this material does not contribute to benefits calculations, with the 
exception of total volume diverted (i.e. HHISOs saved, environmental benefit, 
cost avoidance do not include CLESA). 
3 - Onsite VLLW disposal at DSRL was not destined for disposal at the 
Repository, and therefore does not contribute to the Total value
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