
Public rights of way casework: best practice in opposed order 
written representations, hearings, and inquiries
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● Initial submissions: role and responsibilities of order making authority (OMA) referring unconfirmed orders to the Secretary of State
● What happens next? Validation process, suggested procedures, exchange of submissions
● The Event: how these work, what should parties expect, how should they present evidence
● The decision: interim and final decisions, where decisions are made available, challenging decisions

Drawing on guidance from Defra and the Planning Inspectorate, and referring to the relevant legislative 
framework, the session will focus on best practice for preparing for and participating in the opposed order process

Summary

Submit your questions via the “Q&A” panel in Teams. 
Use the “Upvote ” button to vote for questions you want answered.

Key sections of the presentation:
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● Local authorities and the Definitive Map and Statement 
(DMS)

● DMS is official record of public rights of way

Initial submissions from Order Making 
Authority (OMA)
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OMA Checklist

• Use document reference 
numbers in OMA submissions 

• Save documents individually 

• Follow checklist closely to 
ensure all necessary 
documents are submitted 
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Digitally-sealed orders

• Orders do not need to be in hard 
copy, digitally-sealed documents 
preferred

• Original document must be sent to 
the Inspectorate – copies are not 
acceptable
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• Validation process

• Suggested procedure (written 
representations, hearing, inquiry)

What happens next?
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Start Notices

Key information
-Date of event
-Contact information
-Submission deadlines

Ensure you meet these 
deadlines
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Exchange of representations/submissions

• Follow guidance closely to ensure 
documents are appropriately formatted

• Statements of case versus proofs of 
evidence – understand the distinction
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Documents the Inspectorate will circulate

● The Inspectorate do not circulate 
supporting documents/appendices, in 
line with 2007 Rules 

● All documents (including any 
appendices) must be made available 
by the OMA
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• Case management conferences (CMCs)

• OMA organise hearing/inquiries, Inspector 
determines how they are run

• In-person, virtual, or hybrid? 

The Event
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• Order decisions, interim decisions, 
final decisions

• Decisions cannot be appealed, but 
they can be challenged

The Decision



Any questions?



Forthcoming webinar:

Further learning:
• OMA Checklist 

• Rights of way order information: Decisions and maps published in 2023, 
2024 and 2025 - GOV.UK

• Complaints procedure - Planning Inspectorate - GOV.UK

• Challenging decisions: High court leaflet for rights of way casework - 
GOV.UK

• The Rights of Way (Hearings and Inquiries Procedure) (England) Rules 
2007

• Public inquiries; Hearings and Examinations - venue and facilities 
requirements - GOV.UK

• Guidance for Local Planning Authorities, Order Making Authorities and 
anyone else hosting virtual events for the Planning Inspectorate - GOV.UK

• Guidance on Procedures for Considering Objections to Definitive Map and 
Public Path Orders - GOV.UK

Please complete the webinar 
evaluation form

Thank you for attending!

Enforcement

Date TBC

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rights-of-way-order-making-authority-checklist
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rights-of-way-order-information-decisions-and-maps-published-in-2023
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rights-of-way-order-information-decisions-and-maps-published-in-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-inspectorate/about/complaints-procedure
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-court-leaflet-for-rights-of-way-casework/high-court-leaflet-for-rights-of-way-casework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-court-leaflet-for-rights-of-way-casework/high-court-leaflet-for-rights-of-way-casework
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2007/2008/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2007/2008/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/setting-up-a-venue-for-a-public-inquiry-hearing-or-examination/public-inquiries-hearings-and-examinations-venue-and-facilities-requirements#introduction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/setting-up-a-venue-for-a-public-inquiry-hearing-or-examination/public-inquiries-hearings-and-examinations-venue-and-facilities-requirements#introduction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-local-planning-authorities-hosting-virtual-events-for-the-planning-inspectorate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-local-planning-authorities-hosting-virtual-events-for-the-planning-inspectorate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rights-of-way-guidance-booklet/guidance-on-procedures-for-considering-objections-to-definitive-map-and-public-path-orders-html#local-public-inquiries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rights-of-way-guidance-booklet/guidance-on-procedures-for-considering-objections-to-definitive-map-and-public-path-orders-html#local-public-inquiries
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