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CLAIMS

1. A system for a building structure comprising a masonry panel for a building 

structure and one or more shims, the masonry panel comprising comprising a 

plurality of elongate members each defining a bed accommodating a single 

course of masonry slips that are retained by means of legs or flanges that engage 

in two slots respectively formed in two sides of the slips whereby each slip is 

retained displaying an outer surface, the one or more shims being provided that 

fill the gap between rear surfaces of the slips and a surface of the bed to retain 

the slips in position relative to the bed, wherein at least one of the elongate 

members is an elongate member with a cross-sectional profile defining a 

channel and with its legs or flanges arranged projecting inwardly of the bed from 

the edges of opposing sides of the channel; and wherein the one or more shims 

take the form of one or more tabs that project from the surface of the bed and 

that bear against the rear surfaces of the slips, and wherein the tab is resiliently 

deformable in order to exert force on the rear surfaces of the slips to retain the 

legs or flanges of the elongate member in contact with sides of the slots.  

2. A system as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the elongate members are either 

fastened together or mounted on a supporting structure in a side-by-side 

relationship so that their beds are parallel.

3. A system as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2, wherein the supporting structure 

comprises either a backboard or one or more gussets or stiffeners.  

4.  A system as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the resiliently deformable 

tab forms a resiliently deformable spring. 

45. A system as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 34, wherein the shim or shims 

comprise a plurality of tabs. that project from the surface of the bed and that 

bear against the rear surfaces of the slips.
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5. A system as claimed in Claim 4, wherein the tabs are resiliently deformable in 

order to exert force on the rear surfaces of the slips to retain the legs or flanges 

of the elongate member in contact with sides of the slots.

6. A system as claimed in Claim 4 or Claim 5any preceding claim, wherein the tabs 

are projecting flaps that have been cut from the bed of the elongate member.

7. A system as claimed in any of Claims 4 to 6preceding claim, wherein the tabs 

comprise tines that engage the rear surfaces of the slips.

8. A masonry panel as claimed in Claim 7, wherein the tabs each have a triangular 

profile, the apex of which comprises the tine.

9. A system as claimed in Claim 7 or Claim 8, wherein the tines are aligned and 

point in the same direction.

10. A system as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 9, wherein the legs or flanges that 

engage in the slots formed in the slips on opposing sides of the channel are of 

unequal width.

11. A system as claimed  in Claim 10 when dependent on Claim 9, wherein the tines 

in the elongate member have a cross-sectional profile defining a channel all 

point in a direction towards one  side of the channel.

12. A system as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 9, wherein the legs or flanges of that 

engage in the slots formed in the slips on opposing sides of the channel are 

substantially of equal width.

13. A system as claimed in Claim 12 when dependent on Claim 9, wherein the tines 

in the elongate member having a cross-sectional profile defining a channel all 

point in a direction towards one end of the channel.
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14. A system as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 13, wherein one of elongate members, 

in use, forms a soffit and has a substantially L-shaped cross-sectional profile 

with its legs or flanges projecting substantially at right-angles to one another.

15. A system as claimed in Claim 14, wherein the said elongate member that in use 

forms a soffit comprises a series of projecting fingers that engage within a third 

slot cut into a rear surface of the brick slips accommodated in its  bed.

16. A system as claimed in Claim 15, wherein the slips accommodated in the bed 

defined by said elongate member that in use forms a soffit have an L-shaped 

cross-sectional profile and the first and second slots are respectively formed in 

the end surfaces of the L-shape with a third slot formed adjacent the angle in 

the rear surface of the slip into which the projecting fingers extend.

17. A system as claimed in any of Claims 14 to 16, wherein the legs or flanges of said 

second elongate member that in use forms a soffit are of substantially equal 

width.

18. A system as claimed in any of Claims 14 to 17 when dependent on Claim 8, 

wherein the tines of the tabs in said elongate member that in use forms a soffit 

point in a direction towards one end of the bed defined by said elongate 

member.




