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VICTIM OBSERVER CONFIDENTIALITY AND 
NON-DISCLOSURE FORM



YOUR NAME: ___________________

DATE OF HEARING: ______________

[bookmark: _Hlk138256567]
The Parole Board Rules 2019 (as amended) (‘the Rules’) permits a person upon application to the panel chair or duty member of the Parole Board to observe a parole hearing and the Parole Board can impose conditions on that person’s admittance.  

Accordingly, the Parole Board hereby imposes the following conditions which you must agree to before attending the parole hearing on the above date: 

a) [bookmark: _Hlk138256606]Parole hearings are private proceedings. In accordance with Rule 27(5) of the Rules, you cannot communicate any information you see or hear whilst observing the proceedings, outside of this hearing without the permission of the Chair of the Parole Board. 
b) Rule 27(7) of the Rules also says that if there is a breach of privacy, any person who suffers loss or damages (including a prisoner) can take legal action against the person who breaches privacy. 
c) You are only allowed to discuss the information you hear during the proceedings in the context of any treatment/therapy/support you receive from appropriate professionals, or in conversation with an HMPPS Victim Representative or Victim Liaison Officer.
d) You must not record this hearing or capture images in any format, even if it is not your intention to share the recording or images.
e) You agree that if you record or share any information heard in this hearing in any format, without the prior permission of the Parole Board Chair, this will constitute a breach of confidentiality, may give rise to legal action under Rule 27(7), and may also constitute breach of the privacy rights of other people under the United Kingdom General Data Protection Regulation (UK-GDPR). 
f) The Board sits as a court, and interference with its proceedings can be contempt of court, which includes disruptive behaviour in the hearing, unauthorised recording of the proceedings, and failure to comply with the directions it makes. If you are held to be in contempt of court, there may be serious consequences.  
g) You can apply to the panel chair to take notes during the observation, and to take them away with you. Where the panel chair has permitted this, you must arrange to store the notes safely and dispose of them securely when no longer needed. They must not be shared with other people.
h) [bookmark: _Hlk138256685]You understand that observing a parole hearing may often involve hearing information that may be distressing. You therefore agree to exonerate the Parole Board from any legal action that may arise from any distress you suffer from attending the parole hearing. Information is available that provides advice on support services that may be available, should you require them.
[bookmark: _Hlk138257017]
Refusal to sign this document means you may not be permitted to observe this hearing. 

By signing this document, you understand the sensitive nature of the information discussed at a parole hearing and are agreeing to the conditions set out above and understand that breach of this agreement might give rise to legal proceedings.




Signed: _______________				Date: _________________

0203 880 0885 


     @Parole_Board

info@paroleboard.gov.uk


www.gov.uk/government/organisations/parole-board


3rd Floor, 10 South Colonnade, London E14 4PU




0203 880 0885 


     @Parole_Board

info@paroleboard.gov.uk


www.gov.uk/government/organisations/parole-board


3rd Floor, 10 South Colonnade, London E14 4PU





image13.png
the
Parole
Board

working with others
to protect the public




image1.png




image10.png




image11.png




image12.png




image2.png




image3.png
S




image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image9.png
S




