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Bristol Local Plan – Site Allocations and Development Management Policies – Adopted July 2014

Out of centre development of main town centre uses will only be acceptable where:

i. No centre or edge of centre sites are available and the proposal would be in a  
location readily accessible on foot, by cycle and by public transport, or

ii. The proposal is of a small scale and aimed at providing for local needs.

iii. In assessing the availability of centre and edge of centre sites, alternative formats for 
the proposed uses should be considered.

Retail, leisure or office development outside of centres will not be permitted if:

i. It would be liable to have a significant adverse impact on the vitality, viability and  
diversity of existing centres; or 

ii. It would impact on existing, committed and planned investment. 

An impact assessment will therefore be required for:

 Retail developments of 500m² or more in all locations outside Primary Shopping  
Areas or Local Centres;

 Developments in Use Classes A2 to A5 of 1,500m² or more in all locations outside  
centres;

 Other leisure developments of 2,500m² or more in all out of centre locations; and

 Office developments of 10,000m² or more in all out of centre locations.

 2.7.4 The boundaries of Town, District and Local Centres, and the Primary Shopping Areas of 
Town and District Centres are defined on the Policies Map.

 2.7.5 The Primary Shopping Area identified within each Town/District centre is considered to 
be the ‘centre’ for the purposes of the sequential approach to retail developments (Use 
Class A1). This means that locations within a centre but outside the Primary Shopping 
Area are considered to be edge of centre for this form of development. Out of centre 
is defined as locations outside the boundaries of City, Town, District and Local Centre 
boundaries and beyond edge of centre locations as defined by the National Planning 
Policy Framework.

 2.7.6 Main town centre uses are defined in the National Planning Policy Framework as 
retail development (including warehouse clubs and factory outlet centres); leisure, 
entertainment facilities and the more intensive sport and recreation uses (including 
cinemas, restaurants, drive-through restaurants, bars and pubs, night-clubs, casinos, 
health and fitness centres, indoor bowling centres, and bingo halls); offices; and arts, 
culture and tourism development (including theatres, museums, galleries and concert 
halls, hotels and conference facilities).

 2.7.7 The policy allows for the provision of small-scale retail and leisure developments outside 
centres where they are aimed at providing for local needs. Small-scale uses would 
generally be expected to have floorspace no greater than 200m². Larger proposals 
would be subject to the sequential approach set out in the policy.






