
1 
 

Breach of the government’s Business Appointment Rules: DWP application 
concerning the appointment of Mr Richard Corbridge with Segro plc – 
ACOBA’s letter to Segro 

 
 OFFICE OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS APPOINTMENTS 

Room G/8, 1 Horse Guards Road, London, SW1A 2HQ 

Telephone: 020 7271 0839 

Email: acoba@acoba.gov.uk 

Website: http://www.gov.uk/acoba 

 

Head of HR 

Segro Plc 

 

By email: Margaret.Murphy@SEGRO.com  

January 2025 

Dear Ms Murphy, 

 

I am writing to you, in my capacity as Chair of the independent Advisory Committee 

on Business Appointments (ACOBA). 

 

As a former senior civil servant, Mr Corbridge made an application for advice under 

the government’s Business Appointments Rules (the Rules) from ACOBA to join Segro 

Plc as Chief Information Officer. Before ACOBA had considered the application and 

provided advice, this appointment was announced and several relevant media outlets 

had covered news of his appointment1.  

 

I understand from Mr Corbridge and the Department for Work and Pensions that Segro 

was made aware of the Rules, and that any external communications would need to 

be approved as a result of this. Mr Corbridge told ACOBA that Segro felt it had to name 

him due to concerns around a leak that might impact on its business.  

It is unacceptable to share details of a possible appointment where an applicant has 

not yet received advice.  

 

 
1 www.computerweekly.com/news/366612942/DWP-CIO-Rich-Corbridge-leaving-to-join-property-
developer 
www.propertyweek.com/finance/segro-appoints-former-government-official-at-cio 
www.egi.co.uk/news/segro-strengthens-leadership-team-with-first-cio/ 
benews.co.uk/segro-hires-new-chief-information-officer/ 
uk.marketscreener.com/quote/stock/SEGRO-PLC-4007239/news/SEGRO-Appoints-Rich-Corbridge-
as-Chief-Information-Officer-48019010/ 
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To fulfil the remit given to it by the government, ACOBA must be able to consider 

applications fully and freely before providing its advice – which can be that a role is 

unsuitable or include conditions on the employment to protect the integrity of 

government – such as a waiting period. It is impossible to do this in a way that will 

command public confidence and avoid embarrassment to the applicant, if a proposed 

appointment is already in the public domain.  

 

In line with the Committee's policy of transparency, correspondence on this matter will 

be published on our website. If you wish to respond, please reply to this letter before 

20 January 2025. Any response will be published on our website and failure to respond 

will be noted. 

 

The Rt Hon The Lord Pickles 

 




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		2025-03-13 Letter from ACOBA to Segro.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 3


		Passed: 26


		Failed: 1





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Failed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
