
WITHDRAWN

Stakeholders, 

The Guidance for assessing the significance of noise disturbance against Conservation Objectives of 

harbour porpoise Special Area’s of Conservation (SAC) has now been published.  The Harbour 

Porpoise Noise Guidance and associated documents are the culmination of years of interagency 

work and stakeholder discussion on an approach to noise management in harbour porpoise SACs in 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland.   The Offshore Petroleum Regulator for Environment and 

Decommissioning (OPRED) consulted relevant Stakeholders on the guidance earlier this year. OPRED 

and all three agencies, the Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Natural England and Department 

of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs are grateful for the comments received during the 

consultation.  

Alongside the Harbour Porpoise Noise Guidance, background to the advice on noise management 

within harbour porpoise SACs and the Statutory Nature Conservation Bodies response to 

consultation comments has also been published.  

The consultation response package and further information can be found on our website at: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/oil-and-gas-offshore-environmental-legislation#offshore-petroleum-

activities-conservation-of-habitats-regulations-2001-as-amended 
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