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Item 1 – Chairman’s Introduction and Apologies  

The Chair called the meeting to order and provided an overview of the meeting etiquette. The Chair 

welcomed attendees and asked for introductions to be made in the chat function. Apologies were shared by 

the Chair. The meeting was recorded to aid with minute taking, attendees were notified.  

Item 2 - Review of Minutes from Previous Meeting 

A review of the October 2024 meeting minutes was undertaken.  

There were no further comments and the meeting minutes for October 2024 were agreed. 

Item 3 – Project Updates  

A general update of Phase One construction works and highlights of the latest press releases from across 

the programme were provided by HS2’s Environment Graduate. 

 

HS2’s Air Quality Manager provided an air quality update.  

Questions/Comments:  

(Q) LBE: Do the new generators reduce any emissions other than CO2?  

(A): HS2 Air Quality Manager: They run on hydrogen so there are no emissions at all.  

(Q) LBC: NRMM standards are increasing across London from January 2025 – will HS2 introduce more 

stringent measures in response to this? 

(A) HS2 Air Quality Manager: HS2’s current emissions requirements are in line with the increased being 

introduced by the GLA, i.e. Stage 4 across Greater London and remain stricter across the central activity 

zone (i.e. Stage 5) Additionally, we continue to work with our contractors to deploy cleaner technology 

where possible and continue to work towards diesel-free sites, which include electric, hybrid, and 

hydrogen-powered plant.  

Item 4 – Bringing into Use 

 

HS2’s Phase One Town Planning Lead provided an update on Bringing into Use. 

Questions/Comments:  

(Q) LBE: What happens if the developer and Local Authority fail to reach an agreement on the mitigation 

of the works’ effects on the local environment and amenities? 

 



 

 

(A) HS2 Phase One Town Planning Lead: All Bringing into Use applications will be subject to a pre-

application consultation with the Planning Authority. Indicative mitigation schemes will be provided 

beforehand to give the Planning Authority an idea of what is being proposed, with feedback requested in 

accordance with the Planning Memorandum. Under Schedule 17 a Planning Authority has limited ability to 

impose modifications to a mitigation scheme through condition, in accordance with the relevant Schedule 

17 grounds for determination. Schedule 17 allows the nominated undertaker to appeal any decision made 

by the planning authority, including the imposition of conditions, non-determination or refusal. 

 

(Q) BC: Is the intention to submit a noise mitigation scheme application prior to the Bringing into Use 

application, or would it just go through during the application?  

 
(A) HS2 Phase One Town Planning Lead: Noise mitigation consisting of either barriers or earthworks 

requires approval of its design and external appearance (plans and specs) under Schedule 17 paragraphs 2 

and 3. Noise mitigation measures relevant to the mitigation of a scheduled work should form part of a 

mitigation scheme subject to approval under Schedule 17 paragraph 9(4)(b). Any approved mitigation 

scheme is relevant to applications to bring into use scheduled works. 

 

(Q) BC: Will there be a big mitigation scheme covering everything, or will there be individual applications 

for each bit of mitigation, for example noise and landscape works?  

 

(A) HS2 Phase One Town Planning Lead: Both options are available. This will be down to contractors to 

manage and is expected to depend on the scale and complexity of both the scheduled work and any 

mitigation proposed. 

 

(Q) BCC: Is there any feedback loop from the contractor to HS2 to confirm that the mitigation scheme is 

acceptable to HS2 or is it purely going to be up to the Local Authority to determine?  

 

(A) HS2 Phase One Town Planning Lead: For noise, all Noise Demonstration Reports are assured by HS2 

before being sent to Local Authorities. Other mitigation measures may also be subject to HS2 assurance, 

but bringing into use applications are determined by the Planning Authority.  

 

(Q) BC: What counts as the ‘railway’ for Bringing into Use? 

 

(A) HS2 Phase One Town Planning Lead: Schedule 1 of the Hs2 Act lists the description and location of all 

scheduled works. Bringing into use approval is only required for these works (where not underground). The 

railway is considered to be the tracks, with the associated operation and effect of the railway the relevant 

considerations for Schedule 17 bringing into use. 

 

(Q) BCC: Once approval has been given, what checks are there to ensure that the works are carried out are 

in accordance with the scheme that’s been approved?  

 

(A) HS2 Phase One Town Planning Lead: Schedule 17 paragraph 10 requires that all approved mitigation 

schemes must be complied with. 



 

 

 

Item 5 – Noise Working Group Feedback   

 

BC provided an overview of the Noise Working Group. Items discussed included changes to rolling stock, 

changes to the train service specification, train speed, and the associated effects on noise.  

 

Item 6 – Noise Barrier Testing Site Visit Feedback  

 

The Chair provided an overview of the visit to the noise barrier testing site that took place in November.  

 

Questions/Comments:  

 

(Q) Planning Forum Chair: What is the noise source at the site and how does the testing work?  

 

(A) HS2 Head of Noise Assessment: The noise source is a loudspeaker between the barrier and the train. It is 

tested at different heights to see how the noise barrier attenuates the different noise sources.  

 

Item 7 – Other Updates 

 

The Planning Forum Chair provided a Planning Forum update. Items discussed included ongoing appeals 

and Planning Forum notes.  

 

LBE provided an update on the latest Joint Regulators Forum. Items discussed included Section 61 consents 

and extended working hours, Environment Agency inspections of HS2 sites, works over the festive period, 

and HS2’s approach to HSE risks.  

 

Item 8 – Ongoing Construction and Section 61 Experience  

 

No discussion was had.   

 

Item 9 – Action Log / Forward Plan / AOB 

 
The Chair reviewed the action log, which has been updated to reflect items that remain open and those 

which are now closed.  

LBE queried the process for applying for HS2’s CEF/BLEF funding. It was confirmed that information would 

be circulated to the group and a presentation given at a future meeting.  

The Chair closed the meeting.  


