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South Uttlesford Area Heritage

6.68	 The Local Plan seeks to deliver much-needed new homes 
and infrastructure, whilst ensuring this is done in a manner 
which preserves the unique historic character of our 
settlements and their wider landscape setting. It is therefore 
key that we recognise and accommodate the designated 
and non-designated heritage assets within the area and 
that new development contributes towards the historic 
character, sense of identity and place.

6.69	 On the north-western side of Great Dunmow are the historic 
gardens of Easton Lodge and Easton Lodge Estate. It is in 
this area that the Council retains its commitment to create 
a country park over this or the next Plan period. Steeped 
in local cultural history, it includes the ancient deer park, 
listed buidings, conservation area and the listed Gardens 
of Easton Lodge. The Trustees of the Gardens of Easton 
Lodge Preservation Trust have expressed concern over 
increasing demand to access the gardens, which cannot 
be met with the current facilities or major change to the 
operating model. Absorption into a public park facility would 
address this pressure on a unique green and potentially 
public resource.

6.70	 At Takeley, the setting of listed buidings, Smiths Green 
Lane and the Scheduled Ancient Monument have played a 
significant role in considering where built development is, 
and is not, located within the proposed allocation. Smith’s 
Green Lane is a non-designated asset which runs through 
the site to Bambers Green and is identified as a Protected 
Lane (Core Policy 65).

6.71	 Similarly, the site allocations at Great Dunmow have 
been influenced by detailed analysis of heritage and 
landscape setting and is designed to protect views, nature 
conservation, green infrastructure and public amenity in 
general. 

6.72	 The illustrative masterplans in Appendix 3 ensure a 
landscape design and green infrastructure-led approach, 
along with emphasis on sustainable travel and connectivity 
that respects and enhances heritage, and the significance 
and setting of these valuable historic assets in the overall 
plan making process. Furthermore, all assets of heritage 
value built, landscape and gardens, archaeological are 
protected by the Historic Environment Core Policy 61.
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