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4. RESULTS 

 

12 trees and two tree groups were assessed during the Ground Level Tree Assessment. All of the 

individual trees were found to support potential bat roosting features, but the two tree groups were found 

to be negligible for their bat roost potential. Each potential roosting feature is outlined in Table 1 below. 

The results of the survey are also shown in Figure 1, Appendix 1.  
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5. EVALUATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Trees containing potential bat roosting features have been identified onsite. Seven individual trees 

(Trees 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12) are considered to be of moderate potential to support roosting bats. 

Five individual trees (Trees 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7) are considered to be of low potential, and both tree groups 

containing pedunculate oaks are considered to be of negligible potential.  

 

If impacts are predicted on the trees identified as possessing potential bat roosting features, then further 

nocturnal surveys will be required. Potential impacts may include limb removal, modification of the trees, 

tree removal, artificial lighting, and building works close to the trees. All of these actions may result in 

the loss of a roost, the modification of a roost and the disturbance, killing or injuring of individual bats. 

All of the above impacts would be considered an offence under the relevant legislation listed in Appendix 

3. 

 

It is recommended that further nocturnal surveys are undertaken on the trees with moderate bat roost 

potential, should they be subject to any disturbance or impacts during the development process. 

Following good practice guidelines (Collins, 2016), nocturnal bat surveys should be carried out during 

the recommended period between May and August with at least two weeks between each survey visit. 

For trees of moderate suitability, one dusk emergence and dawn re-entry survey are required. 

 

Recommendation 1  

Undertake nocturnal emergence/re-entry surveys on Trees 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 with moderate bat 

roost suitability, where impacts are predicated upon them.  

 

Where trees are shown to be used as a roost and where impacts are not avoidable, a European 

Protected Species licence from Natural England will be required. In order to obtain this licence, it will 

be necessary to identify all species of bats using the tree(s), their population sizes and gather detailed 

information on how they are using the trees (for example, locations of roosts and access points). A 

method statement will then outline how bats will be protected during development works and how 

provision for roosting will be made during and after development and submitted to Natural England for 

approval. The above surveys will gather the data required to inform the impact assessment, mitigation 

strategy and licence application process.  

 

Where impacts on trees with low bat roosting potential are predicted, there is a smaller risk of impacts 

on roosting bats. Therefore, it is not necessary that any nocturnal survey effort is completed on low-risk 

trees. However, due to the residual risk of the presence of roosting bats it is recommended that impacts 

to low-risk trees are preceded by an inspection undertaken by a suitably qualified ecologist and liaison 

with any arboricultural contractors. This usually involves a soft-felling exercise, if the tree needs to be 

removed.  
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Recommendation 2  

Where impacts are predicted on trees 3 ,4 5 6 and 7 with low risk of supporting roosting bats, these will 

require an inspection undertaken by a suitably qualified ecologist and liaison with arboricultural 

contractors prior to felling and likely to require a soft felling exercise. 
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Appendix 1: Figures 

Figure 1: Location and risk level of surveyed trees 
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Appendix 2: Site photographs  

Photograph 1: Tree 1, Poplar.  

 

 

Photograph 2: Tree 1. Knot hole like cavity behind broken branch. 
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Photograph 3: Tree 2, poplar. Cavities located in the tree trunk. 

 

 

Photograph 4: Tree 3, Poplar. 
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Photograph 7: Tree 5, poplar. 

 

 

Photograph 8: Tree 5. Tear out and cavity within the tree’s trunk. 
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Photograph 11: Tree 7. Branch tear and small adjacent cavity.  

 

 

Photograph 12: Tree 13, Willow. 
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Photograph 13: Tree 13. Cracks within tear out. 

 

 

Photograph 14: Tree 9, Willow. 
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Photograph 15: Tree 9. Numerous cracks within the bark of the tree. 

 

 

Photograph 16: Tree 11, Willow. 
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Photograph 17: Tree 12, pedunculate oak. 

 

 

Photograph 18: Tree 12. Woodpecker hole and dead wood cavity. 
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Photograph 19: Tree 12. Deep cavity on the end of dead branch. 

 

 

Photograph 20: Tree group 2. Owl box present on tree. 
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Photograph 21: Tree group 2. Owl box present. 

 

 

  




