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 of residential units to meet the national definition of 'affordable housing' within all 

new residential developments that comprise 15 or more residential units or a site of 
0.5 hectares and above.  
  
1.8 To meet housing need the 40% affordable housing policy requirement must 
incorporate 70% affordable housing for rent, provided as either social or affordable 
rented housing. The remaining 30% required to meet demand for affordable home 
ownership and comply with national planning policy, which requires that at least 10% 
of homes should be available for affordable homes ownership. It was assumed to be 
provided as shared ownership housing where buyers purchase a share in a home 
and pay a below market rent on the share that they do not own.  
  
1.9 The First Homes Written Ministerial Statement also introduced a First Homes 
exceptions site policy to encourage First Homes-led development on land that is not 
currently allocated for housing, replacing the entry-level exception site policy.  
  
1.10 First Homes exception sites should be on land which is not already allocated for 
housing and should:  
a) comprise First Homes (as defined in the Written Ministerial Statement); and  
b) be adjacent to existing settlements, proportionate in size to them, not compromise 
the protection given to areas or assets of particular importance in the National 
Planning Policy Framework4, and comply with any local design policies and 
standards.  
  
1.11 The First Homes exceptions site policy also allows a small proportion of market 
homes on the site at the local authority's discretion.  
  





 

 

6
 70% of the affordable units on new residential developments of 15 or  

more residential units or on a site of 0.5 hectares and above will be 
required as affordable housing for rent.  
  
25% of the affordable units on new residential developments of 15 or 
more residential units or with a site of 0.5 hectares or more will be 
required as First Homes.   
  
5% of the affordable units on new residential developments of 15 or 
more residential units or with a site of 0.5 hectares or more will be 
required as Shared Ownership Housing to continue to meet demand for 
affordable home ownership homes and from purchasers that do not 
meet the qualification criteria applied to First Homes.  
  

3.6 To ensure a compliant planning application captures the same amount of value 
as would be captured under the Local Plan:  
  
First Homes will be required at the 30% discount against the market value and 
the national price cap of £250,000 will apply.  
 
 

4.   LOCAL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

 

4.1 As part of planning obligations secured through section 106 agreements, local 
authorities can apply eligibility criteria to First Homes in addition to the national 
criteria described above.  
  
In Uttlesford, the following additional local criteria will apply to all First Homes on 
initial sales and resales for a period of 3 months from when a home is first 
marketed:  
  
Households with an adult that at the time of marketing the First Home lives or 
works⁷ in the Uttlesford district; or  
  
Households with an adult that at the time of marketing the First Home is due to 
commence employment in the Uttlesford district: or  
  
Households with an adult that at the time of marketing the First Home has a 
close family connection to the Uttlesford district (parents, grandparents, 
children, siblings)  
  
4.2 If a suitable buyer has not reserved a home after 3 months, the eligibility criteria 
will revert to the national criteria to widen the consumer base.6  
  
4.3 In accordance with national Planning Practice Guidance, the local eligibility 
criteria will be disapplied for all active members of the Armed Forces, 
divorced/separated spouses or civil partners of current members of the Armed 
Forces, spouses or civil partners of a deceased member of the armed forces (if their 






