


overall number of forecourts are classified as independents, many of which are small family run 
businesses.  

The CMA suggests that the failure to provide informa0on will incur penal0es. Once again, the 
consulta0on is sugges0ng running before walking. Sanc0ons can’t be considered before the 
informa0on requirements have been established.  

The objec0ves of the proposed market monitor are not clearly defined. Is the Government 
advoca0ng a regulator or a shiD to a command economy whereby fuel prices are subject to price 
controls? The supply and demand dynamics of a free market serve as an efficient regulator of price. 
Fixing the price of fuel would lead to forecourt closures, fuel shortages and long lines outside 
forecourts, like during the October 2021 crisis.  

The proposed fines outlined in the consulta0on reflect a draconian and extreme approach to 
enforcement. Fines set at this level without a structured outline of the informa0on required suggest 
a revenue genera0ng exercise as opposed to one that is limited to informa0on collec0on. With this 
proposal, it is incumbent on the Government to help industry understand what laws they would 
breach that would lead to them incurring fines equivalent to an unacceptably high 1% of global 
turnover.  

The Government can’t impose sanc0ons on the en0rety of a mul0faceted business on the basis that 
one branch of its opera0ons has not adhered to undefined rules. This is as true for a mul0na0onal oil 
company as it is for a small operator that will receive non-fuel income such as shop turnover.  
Addi0onally, this calcula0on of turnover should exclude fuel duty and VAT as these are included in the 
turnover of a company but are outside of the company’s control. 

The PRA would be pleased to lend its support to establishing the structure of this informa0on 
provision scheme by way of a working group or other appropriate forum. However, it is 
unreasonable to establish a sanc0ons regime before clarifying the rules that the regime would 
enforce.  

                 
                                                

  
   




