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What is the Timescale
for the GDF Programme?

GDF Explained

We anticipate that the majority of new sub-surface

information from techniques such as seismic surveys,
shallow and deep boreholes, down-hole testing

and sampling etc., will be generated during the site
characterisation work that we will undertake.

Site Characterisation is a critical step for the GDF programme
because the information obtained from the deep borehole drilling
work will enable NWS to further design and develop

the necessary safety cases for a GDF in that location.




NWS has started preparatory work on DCO applications for the drilling of deep
boreholes in the areas engaged in the siting process, although the decision on
which areas to take forward will be subject to approval by the Secretary of State.

NWS will engage and consult widely on the evolving information which will support
its DCO applications. Even once a DCO application has been submitted, there are
multiple opportunities for the public to continue to participate in the process — both

in writing and also in person at hearings. It's important that everyone involved and
interested is able to see the information on NWS's proposals, ask questions and have
an opportunity to have their say during development of the proposals.

In parallel to preparing and submitting its DCO applications, NWS will work
with the Environment Agency to prepare and submit its application for the
environmental permit which is also required before drilling deep boreholes can
begin. The Environment Agency will consult with the public on applications for
environmental permits.
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