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Housekeeping

NZIP Flexibility Innovation Programme: Automatic Asset Registration Phase 1 Feasibility Studies

• This presentation will be published after the event on the Automatic Asset
Registration Programme website

• If you have questions about the application process, please type these into
the Q&A function and we will endeavour to answer them at the end of the
session.

• Clarification questions related to the Competition Guidance Notes must be
submitted to FlexibilityInnovation-aar@beis.gov.uk by April 28th.
Anonymised answers will be published on May 5th .
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Aims of the session
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• By the end of this session, you should know:

➢ Where to submit your Phase 1 application
➢ How to submit your Phase 1 application
➢ When to submit your Phase 1 application

This session will NOT be covering the eligibility, scope or assessment
process for Phase 1 in detail. Applicants should refer to the Competition
Guidance for details on these elements.

Clarification questions related to the Competition Guidance Notes must be
submitted to FlexibilityInnovation-aar@beis.gov.uk by April 28th and questions
submitted after this deadline will not receive a response.
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Background to asset registration
• Achieving net zero will require the deployment of millions of low-carbon technologies.

These technologies will need to be seamlessly integrated onto our electricity system.
This will rely on the digitalised exchange of data to facilitate a system that can automate,
plan and anticipate processes and energy flows in order to ensure grid stability.

• As outlined in the Digitalising our energy system for net zero: Strategy and Action Plan
2021, the government is developing a coordinated asset registration strategy in order to
streamline existing registration processes.

• Whilst registration with network companies is a legal requirement for some assets, it
is thought that only 40% of new energy assets are currently being registered and hence
visible to the networks. Stakeholder engagement revealed several barriers to
registration:

➢ Unclear responsibilities
➢ Over-complicated processes
➢ No benefits/penalties to the installer
➢ Data not being shared effectively
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1004011/energy-digitalisation-strategy.pdf


• In order to overcome the manual registration barriers, BEIS is supporting the
development of an automatic, automated secure data exchange process for registering
energy assets and collecting and accessing small-scale asset data, making grid
connected assets more visible, helping with network planning and operability.

Innovation Activity

• Achieving this will require embedding the principles of cyber security and data
privacy, as set out in Transitioning to a net zero energy system - Smart Systems
and Flexibility Plan 2021.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transitioning-to-a-net-zero-energy-system-smart-systems-and-flexibility-plan-2021


Example assets include, but are not limited to:
• Solar photovoltaic (PV)
• Heat pumps
• Smart EV charge points
• Home battery storage

Scope of Innovation Activity
• Assets in scope of this innovation activity include all small-scale domestic and small

business energy assets* that are currently required to be registered.

• For ‘connect and notify’ connections (i.e. Power Generating Modules with a capacity
of 16A per phase or less, connected at low voltages, and single-phase load and
generation up to 60A), the solution will automatically register the asset to a Central
Asset Register/Portal upon installation.

• For ‘apply to connect’ connections (Power Generating Modules with a capacity of
more than 16A per phase and single-phase load and generation above 60A) the solution
will automatically confirm registration once the asset has been installed, once prior
approval has been obtained.

*Asset in domestic and smaller don-domestic dwellings, up to 1MW, that typically require registration by an installer
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Scope of Innovation Activity

Any future solution must, as a minimum, satisfy existing registration requirements, and will 
therefore be required to collect ‘static’ or ‘standing’ asset data, including but not limited to:

• Asset type
• Postcode location
• Rated capacity
• Rated export/import limit
• Serial number
• MPAN

In order to appropriately future-proof the system, API links developed to exchange this ‘static’ 
asset data should also be capable of facilitating the exchange of ‘live’ or ‘dynamic’ asset 
data. For example, state of charge/discharge, voltage, current.
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Structure of Innovation Activity
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SBRI Contract Size / Restrictions
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Phase 1 – total funding of £300,000
A maximum of £150,000 per Project has been allocated for the feasibility studies.
We anticipate funding two (2) Projects, each of which will need to carry out feasibility
studies for Workstream 1 and Workstream 2, respectively.

Phase 2 – total funding of £1,200,000
A maximum of £1,200,000 has been allocated for the Project that was
successful at Phase 1 (the Successful Project) to develop the technology
Solution for Workstreams 1 and 2.

Phase 3 – total funding of £500,000
A maximum of £500,000 has been allocated with the funding used to
demonstrate an end-to-end Solution for automatic asset registration in
relation to the Successful Project, with the outputs from Workstreams 1 and
2 demonstrated together.
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Finding collaboration partners
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Link to the 
collaboration platform 
can be found on the 
Automatic Asset 
Registration website
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Phase 1 Application Timeline
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Stage Activity Date/Deadline

Phase 1

Launch

Phase 1 Competition opens to Applicants 5th April 2022

Briefing events for potential Applicants 13:30 21st April 2022

Submit Applicant clarification questions via e-mail 28th April 2022
Publication of Applicant clarification questions and 
answers 5th May 2022

Apply
Submit registration online 14:00 11th May 2022

Submit proposal online 14:00 20th May 2022

Assess
Eligibility check, technical assessment and 
moderation June 2022

Notification of award June 2022
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Where to Apply: Smart Survey
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• In order to access the application form and submit an application for Phase
1, applicants should follow the link in the Automatic Asset Registration
Phase 1 – Feasibility Studies Guidance Notes (page 27) to register.

• The link to register can also be found on the AAR programme web-page,
under ‘How to Apply’
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/automatic-asset-registration-
aar-programme

• The link to the AAR programme webpage can also be found on the
Contracts Finder Notice

• Once you have successfully registered, you will receive a password
needed to access to the online application form - Smart Survey.

• Please check your junk folderWITHDRAWN

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/automatic-asset-registration-aar-programme


Vision and Objectives

Smart Survey
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• All applications must be submitted via Smart Survey.

• A Word version of the application form is available to download on Smart
Survey

• Word versions of the application form will not be accepted.
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Smart Survey

NZIP Flexibility Innovation Programme: Automatic Asset Registration Phase 1 Feasibility Studies

• Use the navigation buttons at the bottom of
the form, rather than the browser navigation,WITHDRAWN
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Application Sections
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• The application form is broken down
into sections. Please refer to the
Competition Guidance notes as you
complete your application

• All questions in the survey must be
complete and in the correct format
to allow you to progress with the
survey.
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Eligibility Questions
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• Guidance on were to find
more details on the
eligibility criteria is given in
the questions.

• These are yes and no
questions.
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Lead Applicant Details
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• The lead applicant will need to
give it’s details.

• If the lead organisation has a
parent company, these details will
also need to be given.

WITHDRAWN



Vision and Objectives

Uploading attachments
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• There is an option to upload
attachments for each
assessment criterion.

• These attachments must be
figures/illustrations/graphics/PDF
s and they must be referred to in
the text of the application in order
to be assessed

• Any additional text submitted as
part of these attachments will not
be assessed (other than CV
attachments)
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Assessment Criteria
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• Each assessment criteria will have its own page, with a corresponding text
box to complete an answer.

• For some criteria, supporting figures can be included.

• Some criteria requires attachments, for example Risk proforma, cost
breakdown form.

• Always ensure that when referencing supporting figures, these are also
clearly referenced within the attachment.
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Assessment Overview
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➢ Questions are at
Section 8 in the
Competition
Guidance

➢ Word Count
limits apply

➢ Read Question
Guidance Notes
before
responding
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Collaborative (Consortia) Applications
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• Applications from consortia are welcome.

• Only one submission should be submitted for each separate project application,
but all consortium partners are required to sign the completed application form for their
project(s) (see Declaration 2 of the application form).

• If a consortium is not proposing to form a separate corporate entity, the project
partners will need to nominate a lead organisation who we will contract with and
complete a Consortium Agreement (once a contract has been awarded).

• Please note that BEIS reserves the right to require a successful consortium to form a
single legal entity in accordance with Regulation 28 of the Public Contracts
Regulations 2006.
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Collaborative (Consortia) Applications
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Performance Indicators and Benefits
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Public Description of the Project
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Declaration forms
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Submission
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Submission & Public Sector Equality Duty
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BEIS Competition Evaluation Survey
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Application Submitted

• You will receive an email confirmation of your application submission.

• This will come from flexibilityinnovation-aar@beis.gov.uk

• Please check your junk folder for this email
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Application Submitted

• The deadline for submitting applications is 20th May 2022 14:00

• No submissions, additional material or amendments to applications will be
accepted after this deadline.

• Applicants are advised to familiarise themselves with the Smart Survey before
this deadline.

• Applicants should not rely on receiving technical support from BEIS close to the
deadline.

• Reminder – all applications must be submitted via Smart Survey,
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Questions?

flexibilityinnovation-aar@beis.gov.uk

www.gov.uk/government/publications/automatic-asset-registration-aar-programme
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