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                                                                                                                                     [ date ]
Dear [name]
Dental examination of adults aged 65 or older living in care homes as part of the National Dental Epidemiology Programme 
The National Dental Epidemiology Programme 
The Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (OHID) and [Local authority name] are undertaking the upcoming dental survey of adults aged 65 and older living in care homes across England. This is the first time we will survey this population group. The survey will consist of a clinical examination and questionnaire interview and will capture information on the oral health status, oral health related quality of life and oral healthcare needs. Care homes are selected to participate at random. Selected homes will be contacted in the coming weeks by the local survey provider to arrange a visit to examine eligible participants. Your participation in the survey is vital to its success and we thank you in advance for your support. 
The importance of healthy mouths in adults living in care homes
Having a healthy mouth is important to overall health and wellbeing. Adults living in care homes with poor oral health may have pain, infections, difficulties with eating, sleeping and socialising and may require additional staff support to visit practices for dental treatment.
Oral health is therefore an important aspect of a care home resident’s overall health status and of their care home readiness. Oral health is seen as a marker of wider health and social care issues including poor nutrition and obesity. 
Many care homes are taking proactive steps to improve oral health, by improving oral healthcare practices, ethos and the environment. More information and resources on oral health for residents are listed at the end of this letter. 
[bookmark: LetterEndNote1]Your local dental team
The survey provider in your area [amend as needed to include provider name] that will carry out the dental examinations in your care home is following advice that aligns with national and local infection prevention and control and follows any local risk assessments [fieldwork team to insert more information if local guidance has been developed].
Support from care homes
The dental survey is commissioned by the local authority [fieldwork teams amend as appropriate] and involves a questionnaire and dental examination of selected participant care home residents. Delivery of previous surveys in adult population groups has been largely successful, including mildly dependent older adults in the community.
If selected, we would be grateful for your cooperation and support as we undertake the survey over the coming months. This will include working with the local dental team to identify residents who meet the criteria to take part in the survey, obtaining agreement to participate and facilitating access to the care home for the dental team.
The National Dental Epidemiology Programme and the General Data Protection Regulation/Data Protection Act 2018: advice for care homes
All local authorities in England are required to undertake oral health surveys. This legal duty means that consent is not needed for care homes to lawfully use and share care home residents' personal information for the National Dental Epidemiology Programme under the GDPR and DPA 2018. Care homes can lawfully provide resident registers to NHS dental teams and other providers undertaking the dental examinations on behalf of the local authority. All data processes for this survey have been designed in accordance with data protection principles, including those of data minimisation, fairness and transparency.
We appreciate that the care home day is busy and assure you that the service provider will do everything possible to minimise any disruption. They will also provide evidence of enhanced security clearance at the visit. 
Thank you in advance for your continued support for this programme and for recognising the importance of care home residents' oral health.
Yours sincerely 
[name]
Dental Epidemiology Coordinator 

[name]
Local Authority Director of Public Health  


Care home oral health resources list:
e-learning: Mouth care matters programme. View at: 
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/mouth-care-matters/
e-learning: Mouth care. View at:
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/improving-mouth-care/
e-learning: Stay Smiling- Video based oral health training for carers. View at:
https://www.acffglobal.org/courses/stay-smiling/
NICE guideline [NG48]: Oral health for adults in care homes. View at: https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng48
Smiling matters: oral health care in care homes - Care Quality Commission (cqc.org.uk). View at:
https://www.cqc.org.uk/publications/major-report/smiling-matters-oral-health-care-care-homes
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