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Bristol Local Plan – Site Allocations and Development Management Policies – Adopted July 2014

In assessing a scheme of mitigation, account will be taken of:
i.	 The location, design and layout of the proposed development; and
ii.	 Measures to bring levels of emissions to an acceptable level; and
iii.	 Measures to control run-off and other diffuse pollution; and
iv.	 Hours of operation; and
v.	 Measures that reduce existing levels of pollution.

Development will not be permitted if mitigation cannot be provided to an appropriate 
standard with an acceptable design, particularly in proximity to sensitive existing uses  
or sites.

Development Sensitive to Pollution

In areas of existing noise or other types of pollution, new development sensitive to the 
effects of that pollution is unlikely to be permitted where the presence of that sensitive 
development could threaten the ongoing viability of existing uses that are considered 
desirable for reasons of economic or wider social need, such as safeguarded industrial 
uses, through the imposition of undue operational constraints.

Air Quality

Development that has the potential for significant emissions to the detriment of air 
quality, particularly in designated Air Quality Management Areas, should include an 
appropriate scheme of mitigation which may take the form of on-site measures or, where 
appropriate, a financial contribution to off-site measures.

Development in designated Air Quality Management Areas should take account of existing 
air pollution and include measures to mitigate its impact on future occupiers where 
possible and consistent with other policies of the development plan such as those on 
climate change and urban design.

Water Quality

Development adjacent to underground or surface water bodies covered by the Water 
Framework Directive and Severn River Basin Management Plan should contribute towards 
those water bodies maintaining or achieving Good Ecological Status. This may take the 
form of on-site measures or a financial contribution to off-site measures. 

	 2.33.5	 An unacceptable impact in pollution terms is defined by the Core Strategy as an adverse 
impact on the environmental amenity or biodiversity of the surrounding area by 
reason of fumes, dust, noise, vibration, smell, light or other forms of air, land or water 
pollution; creating exposure to contaminated land; or an adverse impact on the quality 
of underground or surface water bodies.

	 2.33.6	 Schemes of mitigation for polluting development will be assessed on a case-by-case 
basis to ensure that they prevent such impacts, with reference to expert advice from 
the council’s Pollution Control team and, where appropriate, the Environment Agency. 
In designing a scheme of mitigation, regard should be had to the need to mitigate 
diffuse pollution as well as point discharges. 

	 2.33.7	 Light pollution occurs when the night sky, important views or other properties close 
to development sites become unduly lit by excessive or poorly directed lighting. Light 
pollution can be mitigated by reducing the overall levels of lighting and ensuring that 






