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The following is the proposed amended text for FSA – BIO 200 and FSA – BIO 201. 

Changes from the published consultation draft of version 2 of the Code are 

highlighted in grey. The changes are summarised in the blue boxes after the 

amended sections and directions are provided for comments or feedback on the 

changes. 

1. FSA – BIO 200 – Human biological material
examination and testing

Change: Title changed from examination and analysis to examination and testing as 

analysis aspects are now covered in FSA – BIO 201. 

Comments: Please give any comments on this change. 

1.1 Definition 

1.1.1 The examination and testing of human biological material. 

1.2 Required compliance 

1.2.1 Compliance with the Code, including, where applicable, sections 101.3 to 

101.5 – Human DNA examination and analysis, is required. Compliance is 

demonstrated by having accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025 :2017 [2] with the 

Code and this FSA or sub-activities of this FSA listed in section 1.3.1 that 

the organisation undertakes on the schedule of accreditation.  

1.3 Sub-activities 

1.3.1 The following sub-activities are considered to constitute ‘Human biological 

material examination and testing’: 

a. Visual examination, including with the use of light sources of an

appropriate wavelength, and low-power microscopic examination.
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b. Presumptive and/or confirmatory testing, including microscopy, for 

the location and/or identification of biological material.  

c. Chemical enhancement of non-visible biological material such as 

blood. 

d. Differentiation of human and animal hairs. 

e. Recovery of biological material from items and surfaces for further 

testing or examination. 

f. Assessing the significance of results of examination and testing, 

including absence, at factual and source-level only (see 1.4.1). 

Minor amendments to sub-activities: Added confirmatory testing, including 

microscopy. This is to clarify which FSA this falls under.  

- Trace evidence such as lubricants removed as this is covered in other FSAs 

- Sub-activity added for assessing the significance of results from examination and 

testing. This assessment is based only on presence/absence and identification.  

- Assessment based on amount, morphology, pattern/distribution is FSA – BIO 201. 

 

Request for feedback: Please highlight any issues with these sub-activities and 

identify if it is not clear what any of these activities include: 

 

Sub-activities not required to be included in accreditation scope 

1.3.2 The following sub-activities are part of this FSA and require compliance 

with the Code but do not require accreditation: 

a. Attribution of a DNA profile to specific biological material. 

b. Analysis to determine somatic origin and/or ethnicity of hairs. 
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Changes: Analysis of hairs has been moved from a note to a specific sub-activity 

that isn’t required to be on the scope of accreditation.  

Attribution of a DNA profile to a specific biological material has been added as a sub-

activity as there was a lack of clarity around which FSA covered this activity. As this 

activity often requires input from more than one legal entity this sub-activity is not 

required to be on the accreditation scope.  

 

Request for feedback: Please highlight any issues with these sub-activities: 

 

1.4 Note 

1.4.1 Activity level interpretation does not fall within the definition of this FSA 

and is subject to FSA – BIO 201 - Human biological material distribution. 

1.4.2 Where downstream DNA processing is required, DNA anti-contamination 

handling practices shall be used (see section 101.4). 

1.4.3 The sub-activities may apply to mixtures of more than one type of 

biological material.  

1.4.4 The following do not fall within the definition of ‘Human biological material 

examination and analysis’ and are the subject of a different FSA definition: 

a. FSA – INC 100 – Incident scene examination (section 48). 

b. FSA – BIO  201– Human body fluid distribution  (section 51). 

c. FSA – BIO 202 – Human DNA analysis (section 53). 

Changes: A clause has been added to the note to highlight that FSA – BIO 200 

does not include any activity level interpretation.  

 

Comments: Please give any comments on this change 
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2. FSA – BIO 201 – Human biological material 
distribution  

2.1 Definition 

2.1.1 The interpretation of biological material with consideration to its 

appearance, location, size/extent, and/or morphology for the purpose of 

providing opinion on the activity by which it was generated. 

Change: New title and definition. The number of the FSA has changed to group 

human BIO activities together. The title and definition of the FSA has been amended 

to reflect the focus of this FSA on activity-level interpretation. It is expected that FSA 

– BIO 200 would need to be undertaken to provide the necessary information to 

undertake FSA – BIO 201.  

 

Requested feedback: Please highlight if there are any issues with the amended title 

and definition. 

2.2 Required compliance 

2.2.1 Compliance with the Code, including section 102 – Bloodstain pattern 

analysis for sub-activity ‘a’, is required.  

Change: In line with the Regulator’s notification 01-2023 which suspended the 

requirement for accreditation for activity level interpretation and opinion, this FSA 

has no requirement for accreditation as it now covers activity-level interpretation. The 

Regulator has established a working group to advise on appropriate mechanisms for 

demonstrating compliance for this FSA. 

2.3 Sub-activities  

2.3.1 The following activities shall be considered to constitute ‘Human biological 

material distribution’, following, where applicable, findings from the sub-

activities that fall under FSA - BIO 200: 

a. Bloodstain pattern analysis. 

b. Time since intercourse analysis. 

c. Interpretation of the size/extent, location, and/or morphology of 

biological material, such as semen, saliva and cellular material. 
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d. Examination of images and/or 3D modelling for the purpose of 

interpreting the form, morphology, amount and pattern/distribution of 

apparent human body fluid stains. 

Amendments to sub-activities: Time since intercourse analysis has been added as 

a sub-activity to clarify which FSA this falls under.  

Examination of apparent body fluid stains from images has been added as a distinct 

sub-activity. 

The interpretive sub-activities have been amended to clarify the types of examination 

that this FSA covers. This FSA builds on FSA – BIO 200 and assessment is based 

on the findings from FSA – BIO 200 taken together with assessment based on 

amount, morphology, and/or pattern/distribution. 

 

Request for feedback: Please highlight any issues with these sub-activities and 

identify if it is not clear what any of these activities include: 

 

 

2.4 Note 

2.4.1 Where downstream DNA processing is required, DNA anti-contamination 

handling practices shall be used (see section 101.4).  

2.4.2 The following do not fall within the definition of ‘Human biological material 

distribution’ and are the subject of a different FSA definition: 

a. FSA – INC 100 – Incident scene examination (section 48). 

b. FSA – BIO 200 – Human biological material examination and testing 

(section 50). 

c. FSA – BIO  202 – Human DNA analysis (section 53). 
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Glossary definitions: 

Attribution (biological material):  

Determination, based on the characteristics of DNA profiling results and presumptive 

and/or confirmatory test results, of whether a DNA profile or part of a DNA profile can 

be said to have originated from a specific type of biological material. 

Explanation for change: new definition added because attribution is now 

specifically covered in FSA – BIO 200 and the only definition in the Code related to 

digital forensics.  

 

Request for feedback: Please suggest any changes needed to this definition and 

explain the reason for any proposed change. 

 

 

Biological material (human)  

Material that originated from the body of a human. For the purposes of FSA – BIO 

200 and FSA – BIO 201 this includes hair, bone, muscle, teeth, blood, saliva, semen, 

faeces, urine, vaginal material, cellular material, and vomit. 

Changed from: Any material which originated (or is believed or suspected to have 

originated) from the body of human, animal or plant, or any part thereof, regardless 

of whether the individual/animal was alive at the time the material was separated 

from the body. For the avoidance of doubt, any material within the digestive tract 

from a human or animal is not to be considered as biological material. 

Explanation for change: Separated human and non-human biological material. 

Provided clarity on the biological materials that are expected to be considered when 

undertaking FSA – BIO 200 and/or FSA – BIO 201. Other materials may be 

considered more rarely. 

 

Request for feedback: Please suggest any changes needed to this definition and 

explain the reason for any proposed change. 

 

 

Body fluids 

A sub-set of ‘biological material’, that are fluids or secretions from the human or 

animal body. For the purposes of FSA – BIO 200 and FSA – BIO 201 this includes 

blood, semen, saliva, vaginal secretions and cerebrospinal fluid. 
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Changed from: A sub-set of ‘biological material’, that are fluids or secretions from 

the human or animal body, such as blood, semen, saliva, vaginal secretions, lymph, 

cerebrospinal fluid and vitreous humour. 

Explanation for change: Provided clarity on the body fluids that are expected to be 

considered when undertaking FSA – BIO 200 and/or FSA – BIO 201. Other materials 

may be considered more rarely. 

 

Request for feedback: Please suggest any changes needed to this definition and 

explain the reason for any proposed change. 

 

 

 


