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Preface 

Purpose 

This note provides country of origin information (COI) and analysis of COI for use by 
Home Office decision makers handling particular types of protection and human 
rights claims (as set out in the Introduction section). It is not intended to be an 
exhaustive survey of a particular subject or theme. 

It is split into two main sections: (1) analysis and assessment of COI and other 
evidence; and (2) COI. These are explained in more detail below.  

 

Assessment 

This section analyses the evidence relevant to this note – i.e. the COI section; 
refugee/human rights laws and policies; and applicable caselaw – by describing this 
and its inter-relationships, and provides an assessment of, in general, whether one 
or more of the following applies:  

• A person is reasonably likely to face a real risk of persecution or serious harm 

• The general humanitarian situation is so severe as to breach Article 15(b) of 
European Council Directive 2004/83/EC (the Qualification Directive)/Article 3 of 
the European Convention on Human Rights as transposed in paragraph 339C 
and 339CA(iii) of the Immigration Rules 

• The security situation presents a real risk to a civilian’s life or person such that it 
would breach Article 15(c) of the Qualification Directive as transposed in 
paragraph 339C and 339CA(iv) of the Immigration Rules 

• A person is able to obtain protection from the state (or quasi state bodies) 

• A person is reasonably able to relocate within a country or territory  

• A claim is likely to justify granting asylum, humanitarian protection or other form 
of leave, and  

• If a claim is refused, it is likely or unlikely to be certifiable as ‘clearly unfounded’ 
under section 94 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002.  

Decision makers must, however, still consider all claims on an individual basis, 
taking into account each case’s specific facts. 

 

Country of origin information 

The country information in this note has been carefully selected in accordance with 
the general principles of COI research as set out in the Common EU [European 
Union] Guidelines for Processing Country of Origin Information (COI), dated April 
2008, and the Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and 
Documentation’s (ACCORD), Researching Country Origin Information – Training 
Manual, 2013. Namely, taking into account the COI’s relevance, reliability, accuracy, 
balance, currency, transparency and traceability.  

The structure and content of the country information section follows a terms of 
reference which sets out the general and specific topics relevant to this note. 
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All information included in the note was published or made publicly available on or 
before the ‘cut-off’ date(s) in the country information section. Any event taking place 
or report/article published after these date(s) is not included.  

All information is publicly accessible or can be made publicly available, and is from 
generally reliable sources. Sources and the information they provide are carefully 
considered before inclusion. Factors relevant to the assessment of the reliability of 
sources and information include:  

• the motivation, purpose, knowledge and experience of the source 

• how the information was obtained, including specific methodologies used 

• the currency and detail of information, and 

• whether the COI is consistent with and/or corroborated by other sources. 

Multiple sourcing is used to ensure that the information is accurate, balanced and 
corroborated, so that a comprehensive and up-to-date picture at the time of 
publication is provided of the issues relevant to this note.  

Information is compared and contrasted, whenever possible, to provide a range of 
views and opinions. The inclusion of a source, however, is not an endorsement of it 
or any view(s) expressed.  

Each piece of information is referenced in a brief footnote; full details of all sources 
cited and consulted in compiling the note are listed alphabetically in the bibliography.  

 

Feedback 

Our goal is to continuously improve our material. Therefore, if you would like to 
comment on this note, please email the Country Policy and Information Team. 

 

Independent Advisory Group on Country Information 

The Independent Advisory Group on Country Information (IAGCI) was set up in 
March 2009 by the Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration to 
support him in reviewing the efficiency, effectiveness and consistency of approach of 
COI produced by the Home Office.  

The IAGCI welcomes feedback on the Home Office’s COI material. It is not the 
function of the IAGCI to endorse any Home Office material, procedures or policy. 
The IAGCI may be contacted at:  

Independent Advisory Group on Country Information  
Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration 
5th Floor 
Globe House 
89 Eccleston Square 
London, SW1V 1PN 
Email: chiefinspector@icibi.gov.uk    

Information about the IAGCI’s work and a list of the documents which have been 
reviewed by the IAGCI can be found on the Independent Chief Inspector’s pages of 
the gov.uk website.  
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investigate how the crisis in the two regions had disproportionately affected 
persons with disabilities’.103 

 The UN OCHA Humanitarian Needs Overview of June 2020 stated ‘It has 
been reported that people living with disabilities have been tortured or killed 
by parties to the conflict and that women and girls living with disabilities are 
repeatedly subjected to sexual violence. In addition, these people also have 
very limited access to services and protection due to insecurity.’104 
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7.6 Socio-economic decline 

 The International Crisis Group in an article on the Anglophone crisis stated in 
May 2019:  

‘The conflict has also devastated the local economy, which accounts for 
about one fifth of the country’s GDP. Major state-owned companies, such as 
the Cameroon Development Corporation (CDC) and Pamol, which employ 
tens of thousands of people in the Anglophone regions, are experiencing 
serious problems. There is no thorough assessment of the conflict’s 
economic impact, but in July 2018 the Cameroon Employers’ Association 
(GICAM) estimated the value of losses at FCFA 269 billion (€410 million). It 
also calculated that 6,434 jobs had been lost in the formal economy and a 
further 8,000 jobs were under threat.’105 

 Responsibility to protect (R2P) reported in their bi-monthly bulletin 15 
September 2019 that: ‘The targeting of individuals based upon their cultural 
identity poses a direct threat to both Anglophone and Francophone civilians. 
As a result of ongoing violence and insecurity in Cameroon, 4.3 million 
people are in need of emergency assistance.’106 

 Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Transformation Index (BSTI) Country report 2020 
stated: ‘The economic toll in these regions [NWSW], which are the heart of 
Cameroon’s palm oil industry, has been heavy. The conflict has also 
reduced international confidence in Cameroon’s stability, which has limited 
new investments… 

‘Further deterioration in Anglophone regions will continue to limit agricultural 
production, primarily of cocoa, coffee, and palm oil.’ 107 

 OCHA in their June 2020 Humanitarian Response Plan stated: ‘In the North 
West and South West, on-going violence has had a major impact on the 
economy. Cultivable and grazing areas have been reduced more and more 
in recent years, due to demographic pressure, but also to insecurity and 
population displacement. Trade with neighboring countries, especially 
Nigeria, is becoming increasingly difficult.’108 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 issued in June 2020: 
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‘Economic activity has been heavily impacted by the crisis in the North West 
and South West. Displacement has meant a loss of resources for food self-
reliance. It primarily affects the access to land to cultivate, the loss of 
livestock and of the families’ productive assets. Men, who are 
overwhelmingly the titled landowners, are affected by the spoliation of their 
property or by the fact that it has become inaccessible. Women are also 
heavily affected: The rural sector is mainly driven by women who represent 
71.6% in the informal agricultural sector. The men, who were wage earners, 
gave up their jobs or left the villages because they could not continue their 
work due to the prevailing insecurity. Low living standards and lack of access 
to essential services, particularly for those displaced, has significantly 
increased women's workload, due to a rise in morbidity and to the fact that 
children are out of school, resulting in increased care. Also, collecting water 
or firewood, are time consuming and expose women to dangers. As a result, 
and because these tasks require significant daily investment, women are 
particularly affected by a lack of access to income-generating activities, with 
less resting time and a lower access to decision-making forums.’ 109 

 See Cameroon Country Background Note for more information socio-
economic situation. 
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7.7 ‘Ghost’ or ‘Dead’ Towns (general strikes) 

 The State Secretariat for Migration (SEM), Switzerland in their report on the 
conflict and human rights situation in Anglophone regions, 25 September 
2018, noted that: ‘Bamenda and Buea, the two largest towns in the English-
speaking region, are periodically subject to curfews. Every Monday, militant 
separatists call on shops to remain closed and road traffic is interrupted.’110 

 In the same report and during a phone interview with an inhabitant of Buea, 
an interviewee said: 

‘Ghost towns [general strikes] happen every week, on Monday. During a 
ghost town, taxis and most private cars are not moving. Shops and markets 
are closed. In a part of Buea, some businesses are operating, but not 
elsewhere. Most people stay at home or they move by foot in their 
neighbourhood. Government offices are open. The universities of Bamenda 
and Buea are functioning, but regarding primary schools, 10 % to 20 % are 
functional: it is difficult to tell why and it depends to who you ask. Most 
people would like their children to go to school, but the enrolment for exam is 
very low.’111 

 The FCDO’s travel advice, aimed at UK nationals, which was updated on 23 
November 2020 and remained current as of 30 November 2020 noted that 
General strikes (or ‘ghost towns’) are called in the North West and South 
West (Anglophone) regions for each Monday, with additional days often 
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called in particular periods including February, May and October. Violence 
and travel disruption is regularly reported on these days.’ 112 
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7.8 Food shortages 

 The Refugees International report published 29 May 2019, stated that ‘The 
majority of the displaced population previously relied on agriculture or raising 
livestock for both food and income. Forced to flee their villages, they now 
lack access to fields and markets. This circumstance has increased the 
threat of food insecurity for IDPs in the NWSW. According to OCHA, 1.5 
million people in the region are food insecure’.113 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 issued in June 2020:  

‘Continued fighting over the last three years, exacerbated by limited access 
to fields and livelihoods, coupled with the challenging humanitarian access to 
certain localities and low coverage of food assistance has led to acute food 
insecurity (crisis) and nutritional insecurity among the displaced and 
vulnerable populations in urban, peri-urban and bush areas in the North 
West and South West regions… 

‘The Cadre Harmonisé, analysis in March 2019 , pre-COVID-19, estimated 
that 601,109 people in the North West and 402,177 people in the South 
West are considered food insecure. March 2020 Cadre Harmonisé modelling 
data indicates that 854,302 people in the North West representing 34% of 
the total population of this region and 618,746 in South West representing 
33% of the total population of this region are estimated to be in crisis (phase 
3+). Meanwhile, the current assistance provided is small scale compared to 
the growing needs. The host community is also increasingly dependent on 
humanitarian assistance. However, markets are limited and informal in most 
rural areas, leaving in-kind assistance as the predominant response option in 
these areas, but cash and vouchers are implemented on a small scale.  

‘According to the March 2020 assessment of food security monitoring 
system (FSMS), 38% of households in the North West and 31% in the South 
West are female-headed. 60% of the food insecure population are living in 
the North West, while 40% are in the South West. Due to the difficult food 
security situation, the population has turned to adopting emergency 
strategies to survive, with about 40% of the IDPs in the North West and 
nearly a quarter of the IDPs in the South West engaging in such activities as 
selling land, livestock and houses.’ 114 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) reported in their situation report, CAMEROON: North-West and 
South-West as of 31 August 2020 that: ‘In total 245,911 people received 
food security assistance in August 2020… 
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‘94 children were treated for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in the North-
West and South-West regions in August 2020. 15 percent of the 110 children 
identified with SAM did not receive the required assistance due to low 
coverage of SAM treatment in the two regions.’115 

 See also:  

• Refugees International, ‘Crisis denied in Cameroon’, 29 May 2019.  

• Reuters, ‘Cameroon conflict turns climate-stressed farmers into 'food 
beggars', 30 July 2019 

• UN OCHA – Situation reports and Humanitarian Bulletins 
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7.9 Health and healthcare  

 Amnesty International in their report on the human rights situation covering 
2019 stated: 

‘The crisis in North-West and South-West led to the destruction of healthcare 
facilities, impacting the ability of people to access health care. On 30 
October, during fights between military men and armed groups, the 
Integrated Health Facility in Tole (South-West) was burnt down. In 
December, health actors recorded three attacks on healthcare facilities in 
Ekondo-Titi (South-West), Idenau (South-West) and BuaBua (North-West)...’ 
116 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 issued in June 2020:  

‘Attacks on medical personnel and infrastructure have become another 
feature of the crisis with the closure of more than 35% of all health facilities 
and many of the remaining not functioning at full capacity. As a result, 
maternal and child mortality rates have increased, and an average of only 
12% of women give birth in health centers. Lack of access to contraceptive 
methods, combined with poor coverage of sexual and reproductive health 
services, lead to early pregnancy, unsafe abortion and sexually transmitted 
diseases. Children's nutritional status is deteriorating due to multiple health 
and food insecurity issues. Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) in the South 
West is 7.3% and in North West 5%. Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) is 
2.7% in the South West and 2.1% in the North West. People living with HIV 
who were on Antiretroviral (ARV) drugs can no longer access drugs when 
they take refuge in the bush, increasing the risk of infection. People in rural 
or hard-to-reach areas are most affected due to limited or no access to basic 
medical services. This population is mainly composed of women and 
children. In terms of access to WASH infrastructure, it should be noted that 
IDPs often share shelters, water points, latrines and showers with host 
populations. The increased proximity increases the risks of COVID-19 
transmission and does not give girls and women the necessary privacy, 
exposing them to the risk of violence.’ 117 
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 UN OCHA also stated: 

‘Due to transportation challenges, destruction of facilities and insecurity, 
IDPs and rural host communities are turning to alternative healthcare in the 
form of traditional healers. In combination with lack of documentation, loss of 
income, and reduced numbers of health practitioners, this has led to the use 
of unqualified or underqualified health practitioners. A shortage of safe 
drinking water in rural areas leads to gathering water for drinking and 
domestic use from streams, rivers and unprotected wells. Open defecation 
or construction of unsafe latrines is a common practice in most rural settings. 
Waste is not being collected in rural areas and is mostly thrown into streams 
(reducing water quality), bushes or burnt. The number of people in need of 
WASH assistance almost doubled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, from 
870,000 people to 1.5 million people in need.’ 118 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) reported in their situation report, Cameroon: North-West and South-
West as of 31 July 2020: ‘Mobile clinics are the only sources of health care 
in most rural communities.’ 119 

 In September UN OCHA reported  

‘Cholera continued to spread across the health districts of the SW region. 
The Buea health district was the fifth health district to report a cholera 
outbreak in the SW region since the outbreak started in the Bakassi health 
district in November 2019. A total of ten cases with one death were reported 
in two health areas (Muea and Buea road) in Buea health district giving a 
case fatality rate of 10 percent. […] COVID-19 continued to spread across 
the NWSW regions. The number of affected health districts increased by 
two, with 30 health districts out of 37 reporting cases by September. […] The 
mobile clinics operated by the implementing partners of WHO have been the 
main source of health care in most hard to reach areas in the ten divisions 
where they have been operating in the past six months. With the exhaustion 
of the CERF funds in September, a good proportion of these communities 
will have little or no access to health care in the coming months despite the 
continuing health needs in these regions.’120 

 See also  

• Medicins Sans Frontiers, A hospital at the heart of the North-West 
crisis in Cameroon. 1 September 2020  

• UN OCHA – Humanitarian Response Plan: Cameroon, June 2020 

• WHO, ‘Health cluster updates – North-West and South-West regions 
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7.10 Education 

 Amnesty International in their report on the human rights situation covering 
2019 stated: ‘As of December [2019], 17 % of schools were functional and 
29% of teachers were able to work, according to the UN.’ 121 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 issued in June 2020: 
‘The second term of the 2019/2020 academic year began on 6 January. 19% 
of basic and secondary public schools (1,010 basic schools and 168 
secondary schools) are functional in the NWSW. This shows progress (31%) 
as compared to the beginning of the academic year in September 2019 
(from 807 schools in September 2019 to 1,178 schools in January 2020).’122 

 In April 2020 OCHA reported: ‘In the NWSW, some 6,379 schools (3,692 in 
NW and 2,687 in SW) and about 4,200 community learning centers (2,436 in 
NW and 1,764 in SW) have been closed to contain the spread of the COVID-
19 pandemic. Authorities have announced a re-opening of schools on 1 
June. Meanwhile, an estimated 50-60% of affected children continue 
education through distance learning in the both regions through radio, TV 
and printed materials.’ 123 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 issued in June 2020 
stated:  

‘The crisis in the North West and South West has had a major impact on the 
Education Sector. Over the past three years, insecurity, displacement of 
teachers, threats and attacks on infrastructure and education personnel have 
left 850,000 school-aged children out of school. In November 2019, 90% of 
public primary schools and 77% of public secondary schools remained 
closed or ceased to operate. It is estimated that in October 2019, 30,000 
pupils were integrated into primary schools in neighboring regions (Littoral 
and Ouest), which resulted in an overload of the existing educational 
capacity in these regions, with classrooms of up to 200 children. The hard-
gained progress in access to learning, over the last year, has been reversed 
by the COVID-19 outbreak. In an attempt to contain the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, all 6,400 schools and 4,200 community learning 
centers in the two regions have been temporarily closed since 18 March 
2020. An estimated 1,033,000 school aged children are forced to stay at 
home due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the ongoing conflict.’ 124 

 In August 2020 OCHA reported:  

‘The national reopening of schools, including in the NWSW, is scheduled for 
5 October 2020. Schools have been closed since 18 March to contain the 
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. In preparation of schools reopening, 
education cluster partners were able to support learning of 32,222 conflict 
and COVID-19 affected children (15,545 boys and 16,677 girls) in the 
NWSW through distance learning, provision of psychosocial support and 
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https://reliefweb.int/updates?search=%28primary_country.iso3%3A%22cmr%22%29%20AND%20ocha_product%3A%22Situation%20Report%22%20AND%20source%3A%22UN%20Office%20for%20the%20Coordination%20of%20Humanitarian%20Affairs%22
https://reliefweb.int/updates?search=%28primary_country.iso3%3A%22cmr%22%29%20AND%20ocha_product%3A%22Situation%20Report%22%20AND%20source%3A%22UN%20Office%20for%20the%20Coordination%20of%20Humanitarian%20Affairs%22
https://www.unocha.org/cameroon
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provision of water and sanitation in schools and learning centres. This also 
includes access to education for 3,894 children (1,716 boys and 2,178 girls) 
affected by the dual emergencies of conflict and COVID-19 through e-
learning and radio programme in both regions. 

‘Education authorities continued preparing children who were sitting for 
general certificate examinations (GCE) amidst increased risks and threats 
from NSAGs to students and teachers. These attacks are expected to rise in 
the weeks before and after school reopening, based on previous trends. The 
education cluster, with the support of OCHA, is scaling up efforts in advance 
of the start of the school year to depoliticize education and ensure that all 
sides in the crisis refrain from using learning as a political tool in the crisis. 
Cluster partners are also exploring safer learning modalities that reduce the 
exposure of children and teachers to the risk of attacks.’ 125 

 OCHA reported that  

‘In September 2020 there were reports of attacks on education facilities and 
personnel, including the kidnapping of students, the burning of schools and 
the military use of non-operational schools. This was likely linked to the 
general school reopening planned for 5 October. From January to 
September 2020, ten attacks on education were reported, including the 
killing of a teacher and injuring of primary and secondary school 
pupil/students. The majority (9 out of 10) of incidents took place in the NW 
region. The number of incidents reported in 2020 is less than in 2019 
however this is likely due to schools being closed because of COVID-19 and 
therefore not being targeted. NSAGs reportedly kidnapped four primary 
school children in Keyon at Elak-Oku (Bui division) in the NW. All four of 
them were rescued the same day. However, during the rescue a father of 
one of the children was shot and injured. The alleged burning of a non-
operational primary school building being used by military at Nchum (Mezam 
division) in NW region was reported. Another similar incident of military use 
and damage of non-operational school buildings was reported in Bafut 
(Mezam division) in the NW.’126 

 After schools in Cameroon were closed to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
many re-opened on 5 October 2020127. 

 VOA news reported:  

‘Civilians in Cameroon’s restive English-speaking regions have braved 
separatists’ threats and reopened close to 140 of about 475 schools closed 
by fighters in the last four years. 

‘Some Anglophone activists have, for the first time since the crisis began, 
backed the civilians in the initiative to reopen closed schools, while some 
fighters are threatening to abduct teachers and students who resume 
classes. But hundreds of children, who have been deprived of education, 
and their teachers are returning to the schools despite threats.’128  

                                                        
125 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon: North-West and South-West #22’ (Education section), 31 August 2020 
126 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon: North-West and South-West’, last updated 2 November 2020 
127 VOA, ‘Cameroon reopens schools after 7 month COVID closure’, 5 October 2020 
128 VOA, ‘In Cameroon’s Anglophone regions, some schools reopen after 4 year…’, 9 October 2020 

https://reliefweb.int/updates?search=%28primary_country.iso3%3A%22cmr%22%29%20AND%20ocha_product%3A%22Situation%20Report%22%20AND%20source%3A%22UN%20Office%20for%20the%20Coordination%20of%20Humanitarian%20Affairs%22
https://reliefweb.int/report/cameroon/cameroon-situation-report-2-nov-2020
https://www.voanews.com/africa/cameroon-reopens-schools-after-7-month-covid-closure
https://www.voanews.com/africa/cameroons-anglophone-regions-some-schools-reopen-after-4-year-closure
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 See also: 

• Refugees International, ‘Crisis denied in Cameroon’, 29 May 2019.  

• DW News, ‘Cameroon children attacked for going to school’, 27 
August 2019 

• VOA News, ‘Cameroon Separatists Open 'Community Schools'’, 18 
October 2019 

• UN News, ‘Over 80 per cent of schools in Anglophone Cameroon shut 
down as conflict worsens’, 21 June 2019  

• UN OCHA – Humanitarian Response Plan: Cameroon, June 2020 
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Section 8 updated: 1 December 2020 

8. Security situation 

 The Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) Global Peace Index (GPI) 
ranks 163 independent states and territories according to their level of 
peacefulness. Cameroon ranked the 31st least peaceful country in the world 
in 2018129, the 26th least peaceful country in the GPI 2019130 and the 23rd 
least peaceful country in 2020131.  

 The Norwegian Refugee Council in its 2020 report similarly stated: 

‘Mounting violence, political paralysis and an aid funding vacuum contributed 
to Cameroon topping the list of the world’s most neglected crises for a 
second year running. 

‘Tensions in the English-speaking North-West and South-West regions 
turned violent in 2017, spawning a humanitarian emergency which 
intensified during 2019. Government forces carried out large-scale 
offensives and armed groups retaliated. Civilians were trapped in the middle. 
Over 3,000 people have been killed in the violence since the crisis began in 
2016. Unlawful killings, torture and razing of villages were widely reported by 
human rights groups.’132 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) reported in their situation report, Cameroon: North-West and South-
West as of 30 June 2020 stated: ‘Protection continues to be a major 
humanitarian concern in the NWSW. Civilians continue to be caught in 
crossfire while summary execution of civilians by both the military and 
NSAGs is on the rise.’133 

 Janes noted on their website page for Cameroon: 

‘The government's military response to an insurgency in Cameroon's 
Anglophone regions is unlikely to stop despite growing international 
condemnation, particularly of human rights abuses carried out by security 

                                                        
129 IEP, ‘Global Peace Index 2018’, (page 9), June 2018 
130 IEP, ‘Global Peace Index 2019’, (page 2), June 2019 
131 IEP, ‘Global Peace Index 2020’, (page 9), June 2020 
132 NRC, ‘The World’s most neglected displacement crises’ 10 June 2020 
133 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon: North-West and South-West #20’, (situation overview), 30 June 2020 

https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2019/5/28/crisis-denied-in-cameroon-government-refusal-to-recognize-suffering-in-nwsw-deters-donors?rq=crisis%20denied%20in%20cameroon.
https://www.dw.com/en/cameroon-children-attacked-for-going-to-school/av-50187851
https://www.dw.com/en/cameroon-children-attacked-for-going-to-school/av-50187851
https://www.voanews.com/africa/cameroon-separatists-open-community-schools
https://www.voanews.com/africa/cameroon-separatists-open-community-schools
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1041071
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1041071
https://www.unocha.org/cameroon
http://visionofhumanity.org/app/uploads/2018/06/Global-Peace-Index-2018-2.pdf
http://visionofhumanity.org/app/uploads/2019/06/GPI-2019-web003.pdf
https://www.visionofhumanity.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/GPI_2020_web.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/1260983.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/updates?search=%28primary_country.iso3%3A%22cmr%22%29%20AND%20ocha_product%3A%22Situation%20Report%22%20AND%20source%3A%22UN%20Office%20for%20the%20Coordination%20of%20Humanitarian%20Affairs%22
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forces against civilians and limited political concessions made by President 
Biya in December 2019. The insurgency has further strengthened relations 
with Nigeria, which has extradited Anglophone leaders to face trial and will 
continue to limit cross-border militant activity. Risks of inter-state war with 
other neighbours such as Central African Republic will remain low due to co-
operation on cross-border security issues. 

‘The insurgency in the Anglophone Southwest and Northwest regions shows 
little sign of abating, with regular lethal armed exchanges between 
secessionist militant groups and the security forces. Secessionist groups are 
mostly armed with AK47 variants and focus on attacking military patrols, as 
well as killing individuals accused of collaboration or being informants, and 
carrying out kidnaps for ransom. Groups have also attacked agricultural 
processing facilities and have allegedly disrupted telecommunications 
infrastructure on the Bakassi Peninsula. Secessionists also claim to have 
caused an explosion that suspended operations at a state-owned oil refinery 
in Limbe in May 2019 and shot at a government-owned Camair passenger 
aircraft on December 2019 using small arms. Secessionist groups have 
recorded only several small-scale attacks against private businesses, likely 
for economic gain through looting and kidnap for ransom. Their increased 
intent to attack in French-speaking areas or places heavily populated by 
Anglophone civilians is probably a response to increasing raids on 
secessionists’ camps by security forces. For example, in February 2020, 
Ngarbuh, a secessionist village, was attacked by the national security forces, 
which caused 22 fatalities. In March 2020, suspected secessionists remotely 
detonated an IED in downtown Bamenda and carried out simultaneous 
attacks with between 20 and 60 fighters against gendarmerie and police 
outposts in Galim, West region, near the border with the English-speaking 
Northwest region.’134 

 See also  

• UN OCHA – Humanitarian Response Plan: Cameroon, June 2020 

• ACLED – Regional overview: Africa 

Back to Contents 

8.2 Security incidents and civilian casualties 

 The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project, ACLED provides a 
‘dashboard’ of the number of ‘events’ and a summary of the security 
situation.  

 ACLED state in an Infographic covering 1 January 2018 – 9 February 2019 
that: ‘Though violence occurs throughout Anglophone Cameroon, it is 
particularly concentrated in Buea and Bamenda, the capitals of the South-
West and North-West regions.’135 

 Data presented by ACLED and based on media reports, recorded events 
(battles, violence against civilians and explosions) and fatalities. The 
numbers presented below include both civilians and combatants and refer to 

                                                        
134 Janes, Cameroon: Security, last updated 26 October 2020, subscription only 
135 ACLED, ‘Crackdowns, “Ghost towns” and violence against civilians in Cameroon…’, 2019 
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the North-West/South-West regions (population 1,702,559 and 1,153,125 
respectively136)  

• 3 October 2017 – 3 October 2018 - 301 security related events and 758 
fatalities  

• 3 October 2018 – 3 October 2019 - 398 security related events and 985 
fatalities 

• 24 October 2019 – 24 October 2020 - 432 security related events and 781 
fatalities. Of those 303 events and 505 fatalities occurred within the North 
West region and 129 events and 276 fatalities occurred within the South 
Wes region137. 

 Over half (220) of security incidents during the same 12 month period 
October 2019 – October 2020 were from violence against civilians,184 were 
battles and 16 were from explosions /remote violence or riots138. 

 Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Transformation Index (BSTI) Country report 2020 
stated: ‘In Anglophone regions, it is estimated that [since 2016] over 100 
villages have been destroyed and between 800 and 1,500 civilians have 
been killed. There are also credible reports of rampant human rights 
abuses.’ 139 

 ACLED in a May 2020 report stated 

‘While organized violence in the mostly Anglophone regions of North-West 
and South-West has remained lower than the 2020 peak in early February 
(see graph by ACLED below), this is part of a longer trend of reduced 
violence in the region that started before the SOCADEF ceasefire. Overall, 
organized violence in North-West and South-West has continued since 
SOCADEF’s announcement, demonstrating the limited impact of a ceasefire 
made by only one group among many. In the absence of a ceasefire 
agreement between the Ambazonia Defense Forces and the military, 
Cameroon is unlikely to see a sustained drop in violence.’140 

                                                        
136 Republic of Cameroon, ‘Cameroon: Presentation of Cameroon’, undated  
137 ACLED, ‘Dashboard – Cameroon’, undated  
138 ACLED, ‘Dashboard – Cameroon’, undated  
139 BSTI, ‘2020 Cameroon Country Report’ (p35), 29 April 2020 
140 ACLED, ‘Call unanswered: A review of responses to the UN appeal for a global…’, 13 May 2020 

https://www.prc.cm/en/cameroon
https://acleddata.com/dashboard/#/dashboard
https://acleddata.com/dashboard/#/dashboard
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2029555/country_report_2020_CMR.pdf
https://acleddata.com/tag/cameroon/
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 Using data collated by ACLED from publicly available secondary reports, 
ACCORD141 reported that 108 incidents involving violence resulted in 165 
fatalities in the North-West and South-West regions between April and June 
2020.  

‘In Nord-Ouest, 83 incidents killing 127 people were reported. The following 
locations were among the affected: Baba, Babanki, Bafanji, Bafut, Bali, 
Balikumbat, Bambili, Bambui, Bamenda, Bamessing, Batibo, Besi, Fundong, 
Jakiri, Kikaikom, Kugwe, Kumbo, Mankwi, Mbengwi, Mbiam, Menda Nkwe, 
Ndop, Ndu, Ngarum, Nkambe, Ntamruh, Ntumbaw, Nwa, Oku, Pinyin, Santa, 
Tadu, Tatum, Widikum, Zoa. 

‘In Sud-Ouest, 25 incidents killing 38 people were reported. The following 
locations were among the affected: Baba, Bakebe, Buea, Eshobi, Idabato, 
Kumba, Mamfe, Manyu Division, Menji, Muambong, Muyuka, Otu, Owe, 
Tombel.’142 

 ACCORD created the following map and table143 based on ACLED data 
covering the period June 2018 to June 2020. The map illustrates the number 
of reported incidents with at least one fatality. 

                                                        
141 ACCORD, ‘Cameroon, second quarter 2020: Update on incidents…’, 30 October 2020 
142 ACCORD, ‘Cameroon, second quarter 2020: Update on incidents…’, 30 October 2020 
143 ACCORD, ‘Cameroon, second quarter 2020: Update on incidents…’, 30 October 2020 

https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2040247/2020q2Cameroon_en.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2040247/2020q2Cameroon_en.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2040247/2020q2Cameroon_en.pdf
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144 

 

145 

 International Crisis Group (ICG) in August 2020 reported a number of violent 
incidents from August 2020: 

                                                        
144 ACCORD, ‘Cameroon, second quarter 2020: Update on incidents…’, 30 October 2020 
145 ACCORD, ‘Cameroon, second quarter 2020: Update on incidents…’, 30 October 2020 
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‘Violence continued unabated in Anglophone South West and North West 
regions… Amid persistent conflict between separatists and military in North 
West’,  

• 7 August 2020 – Local aid worker killed in Batibo town, assailants 
unknown.  

• 7 August 2020 – Separatists beheaded woman they accused of 
collaborating with military in regional capital Bamenda; 

• 10 August 2020 – Separatists killed member of vigilante group in 
Bamunka village.  

• 13 August killed – Security forces killed suspected separatist and 
unidentified individual in Kumbo area.  

• 11 August - suspected Anglophone separatists beheaded woman 
they accused of collaborating with military in Muyuka locality, South-
West region;  

‘Amid wide circulation of beheading video on social media, NGO Human 
Rights Watch 14 Aug called on UN Security Council to impose targeted 
sanctions on separatists.’  

• ‘In following days, soldiers reportedly retaliated by killing about seven 
individuals and arresting about 200 in Muyuka area.  

• ‘Unidentified gunmen 27 Aug reportedly abducted 15 in Ekok town’.146 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) reported in their situation report, Cameroon: North-West and South-
West as of 31 August 2020 that: ‘Protection monitors issued 80 flash alerts 
related to incidents including deadly attacks on civilians, burning of houses, 
kidnapping, arbitrary arrests and other serious protection violations against 
civilians in August 2020.’147 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) reported in their situation report, Cameroon, as of 8 October 2020 
that:  

‘The protection environment in the NWSW continued to deteriorate in August 
due to increasing insecurity with attacks on humanitarian workers, frequent 
clashes between NSAGs and government security forces as well as 
destruction of properties, killing and threats against the civilian population. In 
addition, the poor road network after heavy rains is making humanitarian 
access more difficult as the rainy season gets to its peak. 80 flash alerts (60 
in the NW and 20 in the SW) and other significant incidents were reported in 
August, including homicides on civilians leaving community members in high 
protection risks and daily fear.  

‘In August 2020, 579 protection incidents were recorded through the UNHCR 
and INTERSOS protection monitoring project in the NWSW regions. It 
should be noted that the incident reports collected each month refer to 

                                                        
146 ICG, ‘Cameroon: Crisis watch, tracking conflict worldwide’, August 2020 
147 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon: North-West and South-West’, 31 August 2020 

https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/september-alerts-and-august-trends-2020#cameroon
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Page 64 of 97 

incidents which have happened at any time since the crisis began and are 
not indicative of any protection trends…  

‘The situation in the North-West and South-West (NWSW) regions of 
Cameroon deteriorated in August compared to the previous three months 
with an upsurge in violence and attacks against civilians. Non -State armed 
groups (NSAGs) have increased the use of improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs) with increasing numbers of civilian casualties. The deteriorating 
security situation has resulted in multiple population displacements across 
the NWSW with over 11,718 people forced to flee their homes to seek 
shelter in nearby bushes and villages. The NW region has been more 
affected with over 10,200 displaced people. These movements are often 
temporary and the displaced return to their homes once the security situation 
allows… 

‘The protection environment in the NWSW continued to deteriorate in August 
due to increasing insecurity with attacks on humanitarian workers, frequent 
clashes between NSAGs and government security forces as well as 
destruction of properties, killing and threats against the civilian population. In 
addition, the poor road network after heavy rains is making humanitarian 
access more difficult as the rainy season gets to its peak. 80 flash alerts (60 
in the NW and 20 in the SW) and other significant incidents were reported in 
August, including homicides on civilians leaving community members in high 
protection risks and daily fear. In August 2020, 579 protection incidents were 
recorded through the UNHCR and INTERSOS protection monitoring project 
in the NWSW regions. It should be noted that the incident reports collected 
each month refer to incidents which have happened at any time since the 
crisis began and are not indicative of any protection trends.’148 

 Human Rights Watch noted in July 2020 that: 

‘Security forces and armed separatists have both attacked hospitals and 
medical staff on multiple occasions. On July 6, separatists killed a Doctors 
Without Borders community health worker working for in the South-West 
region, after accusing him of collaborating with the military. Security forces 
damaged a health facility in the North-West region on June 30 and arbitrarily 
arrested seven health workers in the South-West region on July 6. 

‘On June 10, at 2 p.m., following clashes between separatists and soldiers, 
including some from the Rapid Intervention Battalion (BIR), a grenade was 
fired into the courtyard of the district hospital in Bali, North-West region, 
leading to the death of one cardiac patient, injuring at least four others, and 
destroying four vehicles.’149 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) reported in their situation report, Cameroon: North-West and South-
West as of 31 July 2020 stated: ‘The security environment continues to 
degrade with a steady increase in the intensity of clashes between armed 
elements putting the lives of civilians at risk in the NWSW.’150 

                                                        
148 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon: North-West and South-West’(p2&6), 8 October 2020 
149 HRW, ‘Cameroon: Civilians Killed in Anglophone Regions’, 27 July 2020 
150 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon: North-West and South-West #21’, (protection), 31 July 2020 
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 R2P in a report from August 2020 stated: ‘Since 2016 at least 3,000 civilians 
and hundreds of security forces have been killed in the Anglophone regions.’ 
151 

 The BBC reported on 24 October 2020: ‘Gunmen have stormed a private 
school in a restive area of Cameroon killing at least six children and 
wounding a dozen others, officials say. 

‘Officials in the south-western city of Kumba blamed Anglophone 
secessionists for the attack. This has not been independently confirmed. 

‘A local education official said the victims were aged between 12 and 14.’152 

 OCHA reported in their November 2020 situation report, Cameroon: North-
West and South West that  

‘The situation in the North-West and South-West (NWSW) regions of 
Cameroon remains dire in September 2020 with continuous attacks against 
civilians and their properties. There were several reports by human rights 
organizations of summary execution of civilians in both regions by non-state 
armed groups (NSAGs) and government security forces. It was reported that 
at least 11 unarmed civilians were killed by government security forces 
between 21 and 22 September [2020] in the two regions. On 24 September, 
members of the Cameroon Bar Association addressed a complaint to the 
Attorney General of the NW Region condemning atrocities by NSAGs and 
government security forces in events related to the “Bamenda Clean” 
security operation.’153 

Back to Contents 

8.3 Sexual and gender-based violence 

 The Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Africa (CHRDA) and Raoul 
Wallenbergs report Cameroon’s Unfolding Catastrophe, 3 June 2019, 
reported that:  

‘In the 24 months following the escalation of the [NWSW] crisis, CHRDA 
conducted fact-finding missions and carried out interviews in the affected 
regions with women and girls in relation to gender-based violence and 
sexual assault, including interviews with detained women and young girls. 
More than 75 percent of women interviewed had experienced physical or 
sexual violence. Military and security forces have mistreated female IDPs 
and sexually exploited female refugees travelling without national identity 
cards in exchange for letting the women through security checkpoints. In the 
North West region, the governor established a curfew of 6 p.m., which 
affects women involved in informal businesses. The curfew may have 
encouraged corrupt and sexually exploitative practices, such as women 
being asked for sex in exchange for permission to travel past roadblocks and 
security checks after curfew. CHRDA has reported that female students at 
the University of Buea were molested and physically assaulted by state 
forces. At least one female student was raped on November 28, 2016, in 

                                                        
151 R2P, ‘Monitor – bi-monthly bulletin, (p3), 15 September 2020 
152 BBC, ‘Cameroon: Children killed in attack on school in Kumba’, 24 October 2020 
153 ‘Cameroon: Situation report’, last updated 2 November 2020 
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Buea by a police officer. No concrete steps have been taken to identify or 
hold accountable the perpetrators.’154 

 Responsibility to protect (R2P) reported in their bi-monthly bulletin of 15 
September 2019 that:  

‘Political conflict over cultural rights and identity have escalated in 
Cameroon’s Anglophone regions since 2016 when English speaking 
lawyers, students and teachers began protesting against their under-
representation and cultural marginalization by the Francophone-dominated 
government. Violent repression by the security forces resulted in arbitrary 
arrests, sexual violence and the killing of civilians in the north-west and 
southwest regions.’155 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 re-issued in June 2020 
‘With the escalation of conflict in the North West and South West regions, 
civilian populations are facing serious human rights violations. Women and 
children are at particular risk of facing incidents of sexual and gender-based 
violence as well as abuse, neglect and exploitation.’ 156 

 The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) 
stated in its Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 that  

‘Widowed women, who represent 31% of households in the South West and 
38% of households in the North West (an increase of about 10% compared 
to 201716), not only face economic hardship but are also at particular risk of 
gender-based violence, including sexual exploitation and abuse. People with 
disabilities are more likely to be exposed to danger from attacks, including 
because of barriers to escaping and staying out of harm’s way, and because 
of the degradation of the support systems which existed before the crisis. 
..GBV incidents, affecting women and girls in particular, were reported, as 
well as situations of arbitrary detention and risks of recruitment into armed 
groups, mainly affecting men and boys. Young men, women and girls flee 
rural areas to urban centres in search of security and employment. In this 
context of crisis-induced socio-economic fragility, the use of sex as a 
negative coping mechanism is reported. Women who have lost their partners 
face more responsibilities as heads of households, making them even more 
vulnerable.’157 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) reported in their situation report, Cameroon: North-West and South-
West as of 31 August 2020 that: ‘567 Gender Based Violence (GBV) 
incidents were reported, with survivors receiving assistance, in August 2020 
in the two regions.’ 158 

 See also  

• UN OCHA – Situation reports and Humanitarian Bulletins 

                                                        
154 CHRDA, ‘Cameroon’s Unfolding Catastrophe’, (p. 33), 3 June 2019 
155 R2P, ‘Monitor- bi-monthly bulletin’, (p9), 15 September 2019 
156 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon Humanitarian Needs Overview 2020’ (p49), revised June 2020 
157 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon Humanitarian Needs Overview 2020’, revised June 2020 
158 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon: North-West and South-West’ (highlights), 31 August 2020 
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8.4 Ceasefire talks 

 The UNOCHA humanitarian needs overview of June 2020 noted: 

‘On 23 March, the UN Secretary-General urged warring parties across the 
world to lay down their weapons in support of the bigger battle against 
COVID-19. He highlighted that the ceasefire would allow humanitarians to 
reach populations that are most vulnerable to the spread of COVID-19. In 
the North West and South West regions, one non-state armed group 
declared its adherence to the Secretary-General’s call. Other non-state 
armed groups rejected a unilateral ceasefire, demanding a negotiated 
ceasefire also applicable to the Cameroon defense forces.’ 159 

 Similarly ACLED reported on 13 May 2020 that: 

‘…Southern Cameroons Defense Force (SOCADEF) declared a unilateral 
ceasefire for 14 days to allow coronavirus aid to enter its area of control …. 
However, the largest Ambazonian separatist group, the Ambazonia Defense 
Forces, has declared that it will not observe a ceasefire, and the 
Government of Cameroon has not announced any plans for a truce …. While 
the ceasefire in Cameroon only includes one actor, and not even the largest 
Ambazonian separatist group, the UN has described SOCADEF’s ceasefire 
as an example of a successful response to their call.’160 

 BAMF – Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (Germany): Briefing 
Notes 6 July 2020 reported that:  

‘On 03 July 2020 Ayuk Tabe, the most prominent representative of the 
anglophone separatists, announced that talks had been held between 
government representatives and the most important representatives of the 
separatists for the first time since the armed anglophone conflict broke out in 
2017. According to Tabe another nine separatist leaders attended the talks 
on 02 July 2020 discussing the options for a ceasefire. Official government 
representatives have not yet commented on these talks, which the United 
Nations had urged the parties to the conflict to hold. Tabe and nine other 
separatist leaders had been sentenced to life imprisonment for terrorism, 
rebellion and separatist ambitions by a Cameroon court martial in August 
2019.’161 

 The New Humanitarian in July 2020 stated: 

‘Calls for a ceasefire and an end to the war have been longstanding. An 
early step towards dialogue was dubbed the “Swiss process” – an attempt to 
unify the secessionists as a precursor to talks with Yaounde.  

‘The negotiations were facilitated by the Geneva-based Center for 
Humanitarian Dialogue – a conflict mediation NGO. While the groups in ACT 
are committed to the process, the IG Sisiku alliance refused to participate, 
questioning the integrity of the negotiations and the Cameroon government's 
commitment to peace. No meetings have taken place since late 2019. 
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‘Sisiku, from his prison in Yaoundé, strongly opposed the “Swiss process” 
and jokingly referred to it as the “Swiss chocolate talks.” Ayaba of the 
AGovC described the dialogue as a “Trojan horse” aimed at handing victory 
to the government. 

‘So, the involvement of Sisiku and a handful of his men now in direct talks 
with the Cameroon authorities is all the more surprising. The step is seen as 
the result of both the resilience of the Ambazonia movement and the impact 
of sustained international pressure on the Cameroonian government. 

‘The two rounds of “pre-talks” – the last reportedly on 2 July – have been 
held outside the Kondengui Central Prison where Sisiku is being held and 
are seen as “confidence-building” steps. 

‘“We have given Cameroon a list of action items, and the ball is now in their 
court,” said IG Sisiku vice president Dabney Yerima, speaking to TNH from 
The Netherlands.  

‘The demands include demilitarisation of the anglophone regions, the 
release of prisoners, and an amnesty to enable leaders in the diaspora to 
return home. Ayaba, the head of AGovC, has indicated he will abide by a 
ceasefire if the government agrees to one.  

‘“Our commitment to end the war and bloodshed is evident, but we hope 
Cameroon shares that vision,” said Yerima.’162 

 R2P in a report from August 2020 stated: ‘On 2 July some separatist leaders 
met with government officials to discuss a ceasefire agreement. However, 
the security situation in the Anglophone regions has continued to 
deteriorate.’ 163 

Back to Contents 

8.5 Conflict’s impact on infrastructure, governance and human rights 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 issued in June 2020:  

‘In the North West and South West regions, high levels of insecurity 
continue. The presence of national security structures - police, gendarmerie, 
army - is concentrated along the main roads and cities while non-state 
armed groups are more present in rural areas.’164 

 OCHA also stated: ‘Governance issues and more specifically the rule of law 
[in the North-West/South-West] remain a major concern. The justice system 
is weak, inter alia, due to difficulties in accessing justice services.’ 165 

 UN OCHA continue: 

‘The ongoing conflict between armed forces and non-state armed groups 
has had a significant impact on the security situation, protection and access 
to services and has considerably increased the vulnerability of the 
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population. Insecurity, including prolonged periods of lockdowns, clashes or 
the prospect of a possible confrontation between armed actors, protection 
risks and the absence of State authority are the main causes of population 
movements. According to protection monitoring carried out, 5,187 protection 
incidents were recorded between January and September 2019. Attacks on 
villages, burning of houses and killings have been recorded. House 
destruction alone accounted for 41% of the incidents recorded and 
homicides for 7.5%.’ 166 

 The USSD human rights report for 2019 stated: ‘Although the government 
took some steps to identify, investigate, prosecute, and punish officials who 
committed human rights abuses, it did not do so systematically and rarely 
made the proceedings public. Some offenders, including serial offenders, 
continued to act with impunity.’ 167 

 Al Jazeera reported on 11 June 2020: 

‘Three soldiers have been charged with murder after a massacre earlier this 
year in western Cameroon where security forces are fighting Anglophone 
separatists. 

‘“The three Cameroonian soldiers have been placed in provisional detention 
in Yaoundé military prison,” army spokesman Colonel Cyrille Atonfack 
Guemo told AFP news agency, adding they had been charged with “murder”. 

‘At least 23 civilians, including 15 children and two pregnant women, 
were killed on February 14 in the village of Ngarbuh, in what the United 
Nations, called “a shocking episode in the ongoing crisis that has afflicted 
the country’s Northwest and Southwest regions for the past three years”. 

‘The military initially denied any role in the killings and said the deaths 
resulted from an “unfortunate accident” that happened when fuel containers 
exploded in the crossfire between separatists and troops. 

‘As the international outcry amplified, President Paul Biya ordered an 
investigation…’168 

 The New Humanitarian stated: ‘The separatists have maintained a long-
running school boycott, arguing that the education system is biased against 
anglophone students. They have also repeatedly instituted so-called 
lockdowns – demanding a halt to all business activity.’ ’169 

 See also  

• Human rights violations, Destruction of home and villages, Enforced 
disappearance, Extrajudicial killings and Humanitarian situation. 

 For information on the accountability of security forces see Country profile 
and information note – Cameroon: Actors of Protection. 
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Section 9 updated: 1 December 2020 

9. Situation of Anglophones outside of NW and SW regions 

9.1 Demography 

 Douala and Yaoundé are also home to Anglophones; an open source search 
shows that there are bilingual schools listed in the Douala and Yaoundé 
areas170,171. An Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada response of 
August 2018 citing various sources noted: 

‘The International Crisis Group representative said that the Anglophone 
population is "dominant in several neighbourhoods" in Douala and in 
Yaoundé… Other sources similarly indicate that there are Anglophone 
communities in Douala… and Yaoundé… A July 2018 commentary 
published by International Crisis Group notes that many Douala natives are 
fluent in Pidgin English and some barely speak French. A lot of people here 
are bilingual in English and French, sometimes due to marriages between 
Anglophones and Francophones. Bilingualism is also enhanced by 
education. Children of Francophone homes are a majority in many 
Anglophone schools…  

‘Similarly, NDH-Cameroun noted that there are [translation] "numerous" 
bilingual and Anglophone schools in Yaoundé and Douala…’172  

 Anglophones are represented beyond the NWSW regions173. President Biya 
appointed an English-speaking prime minister, Joseph Dion Ngute in 
January 2019174. The previous prime minister Philomen Yang also came 
from the English-speaking northwest175. In March 2018 two cabinet ministers 
were appointed, Nalova Lyonga from Cameroon’s English-speaking 
southwest region became the minister of secondary education and Paul 
Atanga Nji from the English-speaking northwest region took up the job of 
minister of territorial administration176. Joshua Osih, the ‘flag-bearer’ of the 
main opposition party, Social Democratic Front, is ‘a member of parliament 
representing the Central Wouri constituency (Douala), though he is originally 
from the Southwest region.’177 

 OCHA in a situation report dated 2 November (see map at 8.3.1) stated that 
of the estimated 705,800 IDP’s from NWSW regions, 162,700 are in the 
West region and 80,900 are in the Littoral region 178. 

 CPIT was not able to find information about the size and distribution of the 
Anglophone population outside of the North-West and South-West regions 
(see Bibliography for sources consulted). 

                                                        
170 Google search, ‘bilingual schools in Douala Cameroon’, October 2019 
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176 VOA, ‘Cameroon's President Adds Anglophones to Cabinet’, 6 March 2018 
177 ICG, ‘Dialogue is essential to unite Cameroons disparate voices’, 27 July 2018 
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9.2 Humanitarian situation outside of areas of conflict 

 A February 2020 Unicef report stated that 2,000,000 children are in need of 
humanitarian assistance in Cameroon.179 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 issued in June 2020:  

‘In 2020, 6.2 million people in Cameroon need humanitarian assistance. The 
COVID-19 pandemic, which broke out in Cameroon in March 2020, affects 
the whole country, increasing the number of people in need of assistance 
and exacerbating the needs of people already affected by humanitarian 
crisis… 

‘The COVID-19 pandemic travel restrictions by the Government affect 
operational mobility and constitute a further humanitarian access constraint. 
This concerns both movement into and within the country. In addition, 
access by the population to their livelihoods and to markets are also deeply 
affected by the pandemic, as is access to and availability of health care…’ 180 

 UN OCHA continued 

‘In the east, basic social services do not have the capacity to meet the 
demand of the entire population, including that of Central African refugees. 
Since the refugee’s arrival, the existing centers, already few, have been 
overcrowded and are experiencing insufficient human and material 
resources. Extreme poverty prevents vulnerable people from paying the 
costs necessary for health care. Drinking water supply - in quantity and 
quality - remains precarious. In basic sanitation, the latrines are insufficient 
and insecure, with people favoring open defecation, resulting in poor 
personal and community hygiene practices.’’181 

 The same UN OCHA report stated: 

‘In the Eastern regions, 770,000 people suffer from problems related to their 
physical and mental wellbeing. Sexual exploitation, child marriage, rape and 
physical and emotional violence continue to be perpetrated against women 
and girls. Some forms of violence are rooted in cultural and social norms of 
gender inequality, poverty, ignorance and lack of respect for women’s rights. 
Children are also confronted with non-schooling, school dropouts, family 
separation, and economic exploitation, with, for example, child labour in 
mines to help their families in a context of socio-economic insecurity and 
reduced assistance.  

‘Furthermore, an increase of food insecurity and malnutrition among the 
refugees and host community members is observed since the arrival of the 
refugees and the reduction of food rations. Statistics available reveal chronic 
malnutrition rates of 41% in the North and 37% in the East. Pregnant and 
lactating women, children and the elderly are most affected by malnutrition. 
The increase in the vulnerability in the East is leading to child labor to the 
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detriment of education. These needs were further exacerbated with the 
arrival of COVID-19. Food insecurity previously affecting 240,000 is now 
leading 392,000 people in need of live-saving Food Security assistance, and 
Child Protection needs have more than doubled. A large increase can also 
be observed with regards to Health needs related to physical and mental 
wellbeing, affecting newly over half a million people in comparison to 
190,000 before the disease outbreak.’ 182 

 For more information about human rights, prison conditions, COVID-19, and 
the soci-economic situation see Cameroon Country Background Note as well 
as the Cameroon CPIN on Sexual orientation and gender identity or 
expression. 
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9.3 Security 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 issued in June 2020: 

‘Insecurity is widespread in the Lake Chad region, due to incursions and 
attacks by non-state armed groups (by the Islamic State in the West African 
Province in the Lake Chad Basin area and further south by the group 
Jama’atu Ahlus-Sunnah Lidda’Awati Wal Jihad (JAS), also known as Boko 
Haram). In late 2019 and 2020 the security situation in the Far North further 
deteriorated, with an increase in attacks by Boko Haram, including suicide 
attacks. In the North West and South West regions, high levels of insecurity 
continue. The presence of national security structures - police, gendarmerie, 
army - is concentrated along the main roads and cities while non-state 
armed groups are more present in rural areas. 

 ‘Other parts of Cameroon remain stable and offer relative security, therefore 
welcoming many refugees and internally displaced persons from other 
regions (including people from the North West and South West regions 
fleeing violence) and neighboring countries. However, there has been an 
increase in incidents including urban crime, kidnappings, the phenomenon of 
robbers and community clashes. Certain incidents such as kidnappings are 
mainly reported in the border area with [Central Africa Republic] CAR. The 
loss of jobs and income due to Government measures taken to combat 
COVID-19 poses an additional security threat, especially in major towns and 
cities, as it could encourage banditry in the absence of mitigation measures. 

‘The loss of jobs and income due to Government measures taken to combat 
COVID-19 poses an additional security threat, especially in major towns and 
cities, as it could encourage banditry in the absence of mitigation measures’ 
183 
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9.4 Treatment of opposition groups generally 

 The Congressional Research Service paper of March 2019 noted 
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‘Cameroon’s political system endows the head of state with strong executive 
powers, including the ability to appoint and dismiss the prime minister, 
cabinet, judges, generals, and governors. Numerous parties compete in 
elections and the local press is diverse, but opposition activism is 
constrained by restrictions on political freedoms and the media. Repression 
has escalated in the context of the Boko Haram conflict and the Anglophone 
crisis, as authorities have detained journalists and imposed a “climate of 
fear” on the media, per Reporters Without Borders.’184 

 HRW in its report on events in 2019 noted: ‘Cameroonian authorities cracked 
down on the political opposition, violently broke up peaceful protests, and 
arrested hundreds of opposition party leaders, members, and supporters.’185 

 The USSD report for 2019 noted:  

‘There were reports of newly identified political prisoners or detainees, but no 
comprehensive or accurate statistics were available. Political prisoners were 
detained under heightened security, often in SED facilities and at the 
Principal and Central Prisons in Yaoundé. Some were allegedly held at 
DGRE facilities. The government did not readily permit access to such 
persons. 

‘There were allegations that the government falsely charged peaceful 
dissidents with violence, including former presidential candidate Maurice 
Kamto. In a statement signed in March, Kamto and four of his supporters, 
including campaign manager Paul Eric Kingue, Albert Zongang of the La 
Dynamique political party, Penda Ekoka of the Mouvement Agir, and popular 
singer Gaston Philip Abbe, popularly known as Valsero, all of whom were 
detained at the Kondengui prison, claimed they were political prisoners, 
along with their 160 supporters in other prisons throughout the country. 

‘On October 3, President Biya announced the pardoning of 333 lower-level 
Anglophone detainees, and on October 5, the Military Tribunal ordered the 
release of Kamto and hundreds of his associates. 

‘Former minister of state for territorial administration Marafa Hamidou Yaya, 
who was convicted in 2012 on corruption charges and sentenced to 25 
years’ imprisonment, remained in detention despite a June 2016 decision of 
the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention describing Marafa’s detention 
“a violation of international laws.” The government did not respond to 
repeated requests for members of the diplomatic community to meet with 
Marafa… There were credible reports that for politically motivated purposes 
the government attempted to exert bilateral pressure on other countries 
aimed at having them take adverse legal action against specific individuals, 
including Anglophones separatists and other political opponents.’186 

 See Cameroon Country Background Note for more information about the 
political system and treatment of opposition groups. 
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9.5 Treatment of Anglophones by authorities 

 International Crisis Group, following a number of interviews with 30 
Anglophone residents of Yaoundé, stated, in a report entitled ‘Cameroon’s 
worsening Anglophone crisis calls for strong measures’, published 19 
October 2017: 

‘After 22 September [2017], Anglophones living in the Francophone parts of 
the country, particularly in Yaoundé and Douala, have been targeted: 
arbitrary arrests in taxis, house searches without warrants, and mass 
detentions of Anglophones have taken place in Yaoundé neighbourhoods 
with large English-speaking communities such as in Biyem-Assi, Melen, 
Obili, Biscuiterie, Centre administratif and Etoug-Ebe. Many of these arrests 
were made by police officers and gendarmes on 30 September [2017]. A 
number of Anglophones have reported being insulted by Francophones in 
the markets. In their places of work, Francophones have asked them “what 
were they still doing in Yaoundé and why didn’t they go back home to their 
filthy Bamenda?”.’187 

 The Immigration and Refugee board of Canada in a query response of 24 
August 2018 on the situation of Anglophones and citing a representative 
from the International Crisis Group (ICG) stated that: 

‘In Yaoundé and Douala, Anglophones live without any major security threat 
from … the government (for now). They are under the same conditions like 
Francophones who find it difficult to exercise certain rights. … However, 
during these few past days [August 2018], security checks have been 
intensified in Yaoundé and Douala, with security forces checking several 
vehicles in the two cities. During their patrols, when they meet someone they 
identify as an Anglophone, the check is more intense (without any reported 
abuse).’ 188 

 The same report further noted that:  

‘According to a July 2018 article by CamerounWeb, sources confirmed that 
[translation] "mass arrests" occurred in the Bonaberie neighbourhood of 
Douala, where 68 Anglophones, including 9 pregnant women, were arrested 
"without any crime being committed" and sent to detention camps 
(CamerounWeb 10 July 2018). The same source further states that 
additional arrests were planned for the following days, including in Yaoundé 
(CamerounWeb 10 July 2018). Corroborating information could not be found 
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time 
constraints of this Response. According to BaretaNews, a pro-separatist 
website "that believes in the restoration of Southern Cameroons Statehood" 
(BaretaNews n.d.), an Anglophone was arrested by the police at the end of 
June 2018 in Bonamoussadi in Douala "after his Francophone neighbors 
allegedly reported him to the police as [a] suspected secessionist" because 
he was "always speaking [the] English [l]anguage in his interactions with 
neighbors and family and ha[d] never been heard speaking in French" 
(BaretaNews 3 July 2018)’.189 

                                                        
187 ICG, ‘Cameroon’s worsening Anglophone crisis calls for strong measures’, 19 October 2017 
188 IRB, ‘Query response on the situation of Anglophones, including returnees…’, 24 August 2018 
189 IRB, ‘Query response on the situation of Anglophones, including returnees…’, 24 August 2018 

https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/130-cameroon-worsening-anglophone-crisis-calls-strong-measures
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457577&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457577&pls=1


 

 

 

Page 75 of 97 

 Human Rights Watch in an article of 3 September 2019, ‘Separatist Leaders 
Appeal Conviction’, reported that:  

‘Ten leaders of the separatist Ambazonia Interim Government in Cameroon 
lodged an appeal on August 26, 2019, against their August 20 [2019] 
convictions and life sentences by a military court following a trial that raises 
serious concerns of due process and violations of fair-trial rights… 

‘Sisiku Ayuk Tabe, head of what is known as the “Ambazonia government,” 
and nine other leaders had been arrested in January 2018 in Nigeria’s 
capital, Abuja, and forcibly returned to Cameroon, in an extrajudicial transfer 
that was denounced by the United Nations Refugee Agency as violating the 
fundamental principle of non-refoulement – the practice of not forcing 
refugees or asylum seekers back to a country where they risk persecution, 
torture, or other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment. The forced return of 
the 10 leaders was also declared illegal by a Nigerian court in March 2019. 
The men were then held in incommunicado detention at the State Defense 
Secretariat detention facility (Secrétariat d’état à la défense, SED) for six 
months, during which they had no access to their lawyers and families. 
Human Rights Watch has documented that torture and other abuses are 
endemic at the SED.’190 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 re-issued in June 2020  

‘The persistence of the crisis in the North West and South West regions, the 
hardening of the positions of the parties to the conflict in managing the crisis 
and the low interest of the international community have aggravated the 
impact on the lives of the civilian population. The number of internally 
displaced persons in the two crisis-hit regions increased from 350,920 in 
December 2018 to 450,264 in August 2019, an increase of 28.3%. In 
addition to these figures, it is estimated that at least 123,309 people moved 
to the West region, 76,880 to the Littoral region and 5,301 to Adamawa, 
who, although located in stable and secure areas, face protection issues 
such as access to documentation, survival sex and risks of stigmatisation.’ 
191 

 No further information was identified in the sources consulted about the 
treatment of Anglophones in areas outside of the NWSW region (see 
Bibliography). 
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9.6 Treatment of separatists in detention 

 A June 2018 House of Commons library briefing paper cited a May 2018 
Africa News article192 that ‘After video evidence emerged, the authorities 
have admitted that one separatist leader in detention was brutally mistreated 
and have promised to bring those responsible to justice.’193 

                                                        
190 HRW, ‘Separatist Leaders Appeal Conviction’, 3 September 2019 
191 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon Humanitarian Needs Overview 2020’ (p42), revised June 2020 
192 Africa News, ‘Cameroon govt to probe brutality meted out to separatist leader’, 16 May 2018 
193 HoC, ‘The Anglophone Cameroon crisis…April 2019 update’, (p10), 6 Jun 2018 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/03/cameroon-separatist-leaders-appeal-conviction
https://www.unocha.org/cameroon
http://www.africanews.com/2018/05/16/cameroon-govt-to-probe-brutality-meted-to-anglophone-separatist/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8331/
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 Human Rights Watch interviewed former detainees from the State Defense 
Secretariat (Secrétariat d’Etat à la défense, SED). The former detainees (a 
mix of separatist fighters and civilians) described physical abuses that 
amounted to torture between January 2018 and January 2019. It was 
reported that Gendarmes and other security forces used torture and other ill-
treatment to force detainees to confess to crimes, or to humiliate and punish 
them. The interviewees said that they were forced to sign statements they 
were not allowed to read or could not read because they were in French194.  

 HRW reported in an article, ‘Detainees Tortured’, published 20 August 2019: 

‘Cameroonian authorities held over 100 detainees incommunicado and 
tortured many of them in a detention facility in Yaoundé, Cameroon’s capital, 
from July 23 to August 4, 2019. 

‘The detainees were transferred to the facility, the State Defense Secretariat 
(Secrétariat d’état à la défense, SED), the morning after inmates in 
Yaoundé’s Central Prison rioted on July 22 in protest at overcrowding, dire 
living conditions, and delays in their cases getting to trial. Many were in 
detention on suspicion of being involved with or supporting armed separatist 
groups operating in English-speaking regions of Cameroon… 

‘Human Rights Watch interviewed 14 detainees held at the SED, all of whom 
said they were tortured and held incommunicado during their time there, and 
heard credible accounts that scores more were also tortured. Human Rights 
Watch also spoke with family members of detainees and six lawyers who 
provided information about their clients and detention conditions.’ 195 

 Responsibility to protect (R2P) reported in their bi-monthly bulletin 15 
September 2019 that: ‘…The government is detaining hundreds of people 
with alleged separatist ties in the capital, Yaoundé, where they are 
reportedly subjected to torture and ill-treatment.’196 

 Human Rights Watch on 7 October 2019 stated: ‘Human Rights Watch 
has previously documented the widespread use of torture and 
incommunicado detention at the SED, mainly of detainees suspected of ties 
to armed separatist groups. The prison has been used to hold people 
incommunicado and as a place of torture since at least 2014. Torture is 
pervasive across the country, in both official and unofficial detention 
centers’.197 

 The USSD human rights report for 2019 noted: ‘Although the constitution 
and law prohibit such practices, there were reports that security force 
members tortured or otherwise abused citizens, including separatist fighters 
and political opponents. Amnesty International and HRW documented 
several cases in which security forces severely mistreated political 
opponents, and others where armed separatists mistreated civilians and 
members of defense forces.’ 198 

                                                        
194 HRW, ‘Routine torture, incommunicado detention’, 6 May 2019 
195 HRW, ‘Detainees tortured’, 20 August 2019 
196 R2P, ‘Monitor- bi-monthly bulletin’, (p9), 15 September 2019 
197 HRW, ‘Cameroon: Political Opponent Freed’, 7 October 2019 
198 USSD, ‘Human Rights Report 2019’, (section 1c), 11 March 2020 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/06/cameroon-routine-torture-incommunicado-detention
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/06/cameroon-routine-torture-incommunicado-detention
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/20/cameroon-detainees-tortured
http://www.globalr2p.org/media/files/r2p_monitor_sept2019_final.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/07/cameroon-political-opponent-freed
https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/cameroon/
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9.7 Treatment by society 

 International Crisis Group’s Giustra Research Fellow, Tanda Theophilus, 
reported in the July 2018 commentary Dialogue is essential to unite 
Cameroons disparate voices: 

‘Douala is the country’s economic hub. Its inhabitants include not only a 
large number of Anglophones, but also people from all of Cameroon’s ten 
regions. Contrary to my expectations, many Douala natives are fluent in 
Pidgin English and some barely speak French. A lot of people here are 
bilingual in English and French, sometimes due to marriages between 
Anglophones and Francophones. Bilingualism is also enhanced by 
education. Children of Francophone homes are a majority in many 
Anglophone schools. 

‘At a government bilingual primary school in town, the complexity of the crisis 
and its likely long-term consequences again strike me. Mrs Jane, the class 5 
(nine- to ten-year-old children) teacher of the Anglophone section, is happy 
to see me but generally looks worried. She says many pupils from the 
Northwest and Southwest regions have enrolled in the school since the 
beginning of the crisis. With the recent arrival of displaced Anglophones, 
schools in Douala are overcrowded and new ones are opening to 
accommodate English-speaking pupils. 

‘…Douala is considered a stronghold of the main opposition party, the Social 
Democratic Front. The party originates in the Northwest region and draws 
support in part from the many migrants from that area who have taken up 
residence in Douala. Its cosmopolitan nature means it has mayors and 
members of parliament who originate from other regions, a relative rarity in 
Cameroon. The flag-bearer of the Social Democratic Front for the 
presidential election, Joshua Osih, is a member of parliament representing 
the Central Wouri constituency (Douala), though he is originally from the 
Southwest region. 

‘Douala, like other towns in Cameroon, has seen violence between 
communities beyond the Anglophone-Francophone tensions. The country’s 
diversity goes far beyond its two official languages, English and French, with 
many ethnic groups and a vast array of languages. In recent months, the 
country has witnessed a rise in hate speech and ethnic tension mainly pitting 
the Bamiléké and the Northwest region as a whole against the Sawa and 
Beti tribes (the Beti are found in the Centre, South and East regions; it is the 
ethnic group of President Paul Biya). Political parties are now viewed along 
tribal lines. 

‘…Douala, especially Bonaberi neighbourhood, is increasingly subjected to 
checks by security forces as its Anglophone population grows. But English 
speakers have not fled the patrols and, in general, inhabitants have 
welcomed newcomers with open arms. Many people displaced from the 
Northwest and Southwest live with relatives who have been in the Littoral 
region for years... 

‘Although Douala has its flaws, it remains a point of reference for peaceful 
coexistence in Cameroon. As the Anglophone crisis deepens and tensions 

https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/dialogue-essential-unite-cameroons-disparate-voices
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/dialogue-essential-unite-cameroons-disparate-voices
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between other identities worsen, Douala shows a way out of the conflict. The 
fact that people with diverse ethnic and linguistic backgrounds coexist there 
with few discrepancies shows that a solution is possible. As Crisis Group has 
said since the beginning of the Anglophone crisis, some form of dialogue 
between the government and Anglophone leaders, with local autonomy on 
the table is likely the only path to resolving the conflict.’199 

 The Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada in a query response, of 24 
August 2018, on ‘the situation of Anglophones, including returnees, in 
Bamenda, Yaoundé and Douala’ and citing Nouveaux droits de l'homme 
Cameroun (NDH-Cameroun) and a representative from the International 
Crisis Group (ICG) and other sources stated that: 

‘The International Crisis Group representative explained that "[m]ost people 
escaping violence in the predominantly Anglophone regions" find refuge with 
their relatives in Anglophone-dominant neighbourhoods, for example in 
Bonaberi in Douala and in Obili in Yaoundé. Other sources similarly indicate 
that displaced people escaping violence between separatist and security 
forces in Cameroon's Anglophone regions have fled to Douala and Yaoundé 
An International Crisis Group report on the Anglophone crisis indicates that 
"some tradespeople and business owners are moving to Douala" due to the 
crisis. 

‘NDH-Cameroun indicated that displaced people who arrived in Douala and 
Yaoundé are [translation] "overall well received" by the population According 
to the same source, as it was the case in the past, [translation] "cohabitation 
between Cameroonians, whether they are Anglophones or Francophones, 
remains friendly and fraternal"; interactions have always been "peaceful, 
except in exceptional cases". The International Crisis Group representative 
said that Anglophones in Yaoundé or Douala currently "live without any 
major security threat from Francophones". The same source further 
explained that "people treat Anglophones based on their understanding of 
the Anglophone crisis. Many Francophones support the cause, while many 
do not. People are generally very afraid to talk about it, so as to avoid 
military brutality”… NDH-Cameroun noted that for the majority of 
Francophones [translation] "the Anglophone problem is a reflection of 
national problems: centralism, bad governance and the generation gap" and 
that, at the national level, tribal identification plays a "more important" role 
than language. 

‘However, according to the International Crisis Group report, in Francophone 
parts of the country, ‘a number of Anglophones have reported being insulted 
by Francophones in the markets.’ 200 

 The USSD human rights report for 2019, covering events in 2019 noted 
‘There were credible reports that for politically motivated purposes the 
government attempted to exert bilateral pressure on other countries aimed at 
having them take adverse legal action against specific individuals, including 
Anglophones separatists and other political opponents.’201 

                                                        
199 ICG, ‘Dialogue is essential to unite Cameroons disparate voices’, 27 July 2018 

200 IRB, ‘Query response on the situation of Anglophones, including returnees…’, 24 August 2018 
201 USSD, ‘Human rights report 2019’ (section 1e), 11 March 2020 

https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/dialogue-essential-unite-cameroons-disparate-voices
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457577&pls=1
https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/cameroon/
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Section 10 updated: 1 December 2020 

10. Freedom of movement 

10.1 In-country travel 

 The Refugees International report, Crisis Denied in Cameroon, published 29 
May 2019, stated that ‘both Cameroonian forces and non-state armed 
groups severely restrict freedom of movement, preventing local populations 
from accessing their land and basic services’.202 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) reported in their situation report, Cameroon: North-West and South-
West, as of 30 June 2019 that: ‘Restriction on movement increased from 
39% to 58% [in June 2019 compared to previous month] according to the 
respondents consulted on the field.’203 

 CEDOCA in their 1 October 2019 report ‘La crise anglophone : situation 
sécuritaire’ stated [translated from French] that: 

‘An article published in the Journal du Cameroun in June 2018 describes the 
regular blocking of roads connecting cities in English-speaking regions by 
suspected secessionists. Dams are erected along certain roads that 
paralyze traffic for days and block access to cities or even departments. 
These actions immobilize the population and traders in their daily activities. 

‘According to the NGO AMEF [Athentique Memorial Empowerment 
Foundation] contacted by Cedoca by email in March 2019, checkpoints are 
also drawn up by the authorities. In this regard, AMEF explains the following 

‘Risk of movement due to high level of insecurity. Since many civilians have 
lost identification documents and majority being burnt in their houses, they 
are afraid to travel from one urban town to another for fear of intimidation 
and arrest in police check points. Courageous ones are forced to pay high 
sums of money in these police check points to get their way in to cities.’204 

 Quoting an unknown source from civil society CEDOCA also reported 
[translated]  

‘… [with] regard the controls and safety conditions prevailing on the roads to 
be taken from the French-speaking area to the English-speaking area:  

‘“Avoid making the journey on a ‘ghost town’ day, or ‘lockdown’. For now, it is 
on every Monday of the week. You will meet regular law enforcement 
officials on the way who control persons and goods but […] you may fall into 
attacks or violence perpetuated by armed groups without any notice, 
particularly between Mile 14, 15, 16 and 17. These are small towns located 
at the entry into Buea. As concerns access to Bamenda, the same 
recommendations apply. Avoid ‘ghost town’ days, or ‘lockdown’ as you may 
be a victim of unannounced attack or violence by armed groups between the 

                                                        
202 Refugees International, ‘Crisis denied in Cameroon’, 29 May 2019 
203 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon: North-West and South-West’ (Protection section), 30 June 2019 
204 CEDOCA, ‘Cameroun La crise anglophone : situation sécuritaire’, 1 October 2019 

 

https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2019/5/28/crisis-denied-in-cameroon-government-refusal-to-recognize-suffering-in-nwsw-deters-donors?rq=crisis%20denied%20in%20cameroon
https://reliefweb.int/updates?search=%28primary_country.iso3%3A%22cmr%22%29%20AND%20ocha_product%3A%22Situation%20Report%22%20AND%20source%3A%22UN%20Office%20for%20the%20Coordination%20of%20Humanitarian%20Affairs%22
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2017515/coi_focus_cameroun._la_crise_anglophone._situation_securitaire.pdf
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town of Santa, about 40 Kilometres to Bamenda town, despite the regular 
movement of law enforcement officials on the public highway.”’205 

 The USSD human rights report for 2019 noted that: 

‘Although the constitution and law provide for freedom of internal movement, 
foreign travel, emigration, and repatriation, at times the government 
restricted these rights. Growing concerns over the entry of armed groups into 
Cameroon from the Central African Republic (CAR) and the conflict with 
Boko Haram in the Far North Region appeared to have prompted the 
government to adopt a more restrictive approach to refugee movement. The 
government made it more difficult for refugees, asylum seekers, and 
stateless persons to move freely in the country. 

‘In some instances, the government worked with the Office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and other humanitarian organizations 
to provide protection and assistance to refugees, asylum seekers, stateless 
persons, and other persons of concern. The government sometimes failed to 
respect its obligations under relevant international laws. There were 
instances where it forcibly returned asylum seekers to their countries and did 
not readily provide humanitarian organizations such as the United Nations 
access to asylum seekers before refouling them. 

‘In-country Movement: Using minor infractions as a pretext, police and 
gendarmes at roadblocks and checkpoints in cities and on most highways 
often extorted bribes and harassed travelers. Police frequently stopped 
travelers to check identification documents, vehicle registrations, and tax 
receipts as security and immigration control measures. Unaccompanied 
women were frequently harassed when traveling alone. Authorities restricted 
movements of persons and goods, including motorbikes, especially in the 
Northwest and Southwest Regions, citing security concerns. Armed 
Anglophone separatists also restricted the movements of persons and goods 
in the two Anglophone regions, sometimes in a deliberate attempt to harass 
and intimidate the local population. Humanitarian organizations cited 
difficulty in accessing certain areas and in some instances were harassed 
and denied passage by government authorities. 

‘On June 14, Governor Adolphe Lele Lafrique of the Northwest Region lifted 
the curfew placed in the region since November 2018. The curfew, which 
lasted eight months, restricted movement of persons and property in the 
Northwest Region between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.’206 

 Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Transformation Index (BSTI) Country report 2020 
covers the period from February 1, 2017 to January 31, 2019. The report 
noted: 

‘Many civil rights are frequently violated, especially those of political 
opponents. The government restricts freedom of association, assembly, and 
expression. As in previous years, supporters of the Anglophone secessionist 
movement are increasingly targeted. Likewise, the government has declared 
states of emergency and imposed curfews in Anglophone areas and parts of 

                                                        
205 CEDOCA, ‘Cameroun La crise anglophone : situation sécuritaire’, 1 October 2019 
206 USSD, ‘Human Rights Report 2019’, (section D), 11 March 2020 
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northern Cameroon, which has significantly restricted freedom of 
movement.’207 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 issued in June 2020: 
‘The weekly “ghost town” days, set up by non-state armed groups, 
particularly affect displaced persons and host communities, limiting their 
movements and therefore their economic and agricultural activities.’ 208 

 For further information see Country Policy and Information Note on 
Cameroon: Internal relocation. 
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10.2 Refugees 

 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) stated in 
their Humanitarian Needs Overview Cameroon 2020 issued in June 2020: 
‘Signing of the tripartite agreement between UNHCR, Cameroon and CAR 
for the return of Central African refugees. The voluntary repatriation of a first 
group of 4,000 Central African refugees was planned for 2019. As of 11 
March 2020, 3,809 refugees had been repatriated by UNHCR to CAR. 3,309 
were repatriated in 2019 and 500 in 2020. With the outbreak of the COVID-
19 pandemic, UNHCR put the repatriation process on hold.’ 209 

Back to Contents  

10.3 Treatment on return 

 The UK and other western states have returned both failed asylum seekers 
and non-asylum migration cases to Cameroon. A number of persons, 
including those who have claimed asylum, have also voluntarily returned to 
Cameroon. The available data does not indicate, however, the reasons why 
a person claimed asylum. 

 The number of people returned from European Union states as recorded by 
Eurostat between 2014 and 2019 is tabulated below. The data does not 
indicate if the persons were failed asylum seekers or non-asylum cases or 
whether returns were voluntary or involuntary. 

TIME 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 

Belgium 40   30   :   :   :   15   45 

Bulgaria 10 
 

0 
 

0 
 

5 
 

5 
 

0 
 

10 

Estonia :   :   5   5   0   0   10 

Ireland : 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 

France 100   95   90   95   85   85   450 

Croatia 0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 

Italy 0   0   0   5   :   5   10 

                                                        
207 BSTI, ‘2020 Cameroon Country Report’, 29 April 2020 
208 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon Humanitarian Needs Overview 2020’ (p37), revised June 2020 
209 UNOCHA, ‘Cameroon Humanitarian Needs Overview 2020’ (p37), revised June 2020 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cameroon-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2029555/country_report_2020_CMR.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/cameroon
https://www.unocha.org/cameroon


 

 

 

Page 82 of 97 

Latvia 0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 

Luxembourg :   :   0   0   0   0   0 

Hungary 0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 

Malta :   0   0   0   0   0   0 

Austria : 
 

: 
 

: 
 

5 
 

5 
 

0 
 

10 

Poland :   5   0   0   :   0   5 

Portugal 0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 

Slovenia 0   0   0   0   0   0   0 

Slovakia 0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 

Sweden :   :   10   10   :   :   20 

United 
Kingdom 

110 
 

115 
 

90 
 

70 
 

45 
 

30 
 

350 

Liechtenstein :   :   0   0   0   0   0 

Total             910 

210 

 The Home Office’s own statistics indicate that in the period 2014 to 2018 of 
the 430 returns from the UK recorded by Eurostat, 87 were failed asylum 
seekers211. 

 The Home Office data covering the period January 2004 to June 2019 (after 
which published statistics no longer segregate returns by asylum or non 
asylum cases) recorded 566 failed asylum seekers were involuntarily 
returned to Cameroon, and 184 returned voluntarily212. 

 An Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada request response (quoting a 
range of sources including oral and translated sources) on the issue of 
treatment of returnees, published 24 August 2018, noted: 

‘The researcher [representative from the International Crisis Group (ICG)] 
stated that "authorities in Yaoundé say that those in the diaspora are the 
ones spearheading the war," most notably in Canada, Belgium, South Africa 
and the US…Similarly, the African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of 
Disputes (ACCORD), "a South Africa-based civil society organisation 
working throughout Africa", notes that some state officials asserted that the 
protests in Cameroon's Anglophone regions were "fomented from abroad".  

‘…According to NDH-Cameroun, Anglophone Cameroonians who live 
abroad and have a link with the crisis will be [translation] "tracked down and 
arrested, wherever they are," as "officially" stated by the Ministry of 
Administration (ministère de l'Administration)…The [ICG] researcher said 
that "[a]nyone in the diaspora who is vocal against the authorities faces 
death or torture and imprisonment if they go to Cameroon"…Regarding the 

                                                        
210 Eurostat, ‘Third country returns by destination and citizenship’, updated 8 April 2020 
211 Home Office, ‘Immigration statistics, Returns table, vol 5’, 22 August 2019 
212 Home Office, ‘Immigration statistics, Returns table, vol 5’, 22 August 2019 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/MIGR_EIRT_DES__custom_107109/default/table?lang=en
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/immigration-statistics-data-tables-year-ending-june-2019#returns
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/immigration-statistics-data-tables-year-ending-june-2019#returns
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"exile of Anglophone activists," International Crisis Group reports that 
"[m]any want to return home but are understandably frightened by the 
government's continued imprisonment of Anglophone militants"…The 
International Crisis Group representative indicated that the Cameroonian 
authorities have issued arrest warrants against a number of known 
separatists who have fled the country, although "[t]hey are not 
many"…According to the same source, this "implies that they would be 
arrested if they return [to Cameroon]"… Similarly, the news website Journal 
du Cameroun reports that the Cameroonian government requested the 
arrest and deportation of separatist activists in the diaspora (in Belgium, 
Norway, the US, Austria, Nigeria and South Africa)…The BBC also indicates 
that the authorities issued international arrest warrants for separatist 
leaders…Sources note that Cameroonian separatist leaders have been 
deported back to Cameroon by Nigerian authorities… According to a 
summary of statements made by a UNHCR representative during a press 
briefing, there are reports of "arrests of Cameroonian nationals in Nigeria, 
including at least one asylum seeker at the beginning of March [2018]".  

‘…The International Crisis Group representative said that "most of those who 
advocate for federalism or [who] have not been tagged as sponsors or 
supporters of armed separatists, move in and out of Cameroon as they 
wish"…However, according to the researcher, since October 2016, "there is 
danger across the national territory" for all Anglophones.  

‘According to sources, Patrice Nganang, a [Francophone] Cameroonian 
writer [living in New York], was arrested at Douala airport and imprisoned in 
Yaoundé for "speaking in defence of the Anglophones"…or after writing "a 
piece critical of the government's handling of [the] separatist crisis in its 
Anglophone region"; his lawyer said that he was accused of insulting the 
president…He was released after being detained for [a few] weeks…A 
January 2018 article by Reuters indicates that a [Cameroonian] former 
businessman "seen as a moderate voice in the separatist movement and 
[who] has in the past promoted dialogue over violence" has been "target[ed]" 
by the Cameroonian authorities; from Nigeria, he told Reuters that in 
December 2017, "his family home in Anglophone Cameroon was surrounded 
by government troops".  

‘The researcher indicated that Anglophone Cameroonians returning to 
Yaoundé or Douala are "not safe," as they "might be taken from the airport to 
prison to an unknown destination"… According to the same source, 
Anglophone deportees, including failed asylum seekers, "can be imprisoned 
and fined, unless [they] brib[e] [their] way out"… A 2015 Sciences Po Paris 
academic paper on post-deportation risks reports that returnees from Europe 
face threats of detention or imprisonment in Cameroon, and that failed 
asylum seekers can be submitted to violence upon their return…’ 213 

 The 2015 Sciences Po paper by Blondel, Charlotte, et al, referred in the 
IRBC response - Post-Deportation Risks: Criminalized Departure and Risks 
for Returnees in Countries of Origin - is based on a review of available 
published material on returns to a number of countries including Cameroon 
undertaken in 2015. In reference to failed asylum seekers, the paper 

                                                        
213 IRBC, ‘Query response on the situation of Anglophones…’, 24 August 2018 

https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457577&pls=1
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summarises the contents of a Danish Fact Finding Mission report of 2001, in 
turn based on a number of local sources: 

‘The Danish Immigration Service reported that rejected asylum seekers 
deported in handcuffs and accompanied by a foreign police officer risk 
detention by the Cameroonian police. If the Cameroonian authorities know 
that the returnee has sought asylum abroad, he/she is suspected of having 
discredited Cameroon. Asylum seekers for economic reasons are released. 

‘The Danish Immigration Service reported that if the Cameroonian authorities 
know that the returnee has sought asylum abroad, he/she is at risk of ill 
treatment or torture.’214 

 However, the Sciences Po summary of the Danish Immigration Service (DIS) 
fact finding mission report, based on interviews of a range of sources in 
Cameroon in January/February 2001, almost 20 years ago, does not reflect 
the views of all the sources interviewed by the DIS mission on the topic of 
return and selects only certain perspectives. A number of sources, mostly 
representatives of the foreign missions of western Embassies some of which 
returned failed asylum seekers, were not aware of problems on return. For 
further detail see DIS, ‘FFM report 2001’ (section 8.1.2), 1 March 2001 

 The Sciences Po paper also cited a 2014 paper of Dr Jill Maybritt Alpes, 
noting: ‘Returnees that committed fraud are subject to imprisonment (Art. 
205, Cameroonian Penal Code). Although in practice there is no 
imprisonment, at times deportees can face threats of imprisonment.’215 

 No more detailed or up-to-date information about returns generally and those 
of Anglophones in particular is available in the sources consulted in this note 
(see Bibliography). 
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214 Blondel, Charlotte, et al, ‘Post-Deportation Risks…’ (p9), May 2015 
215 Blondel, Charlotte, et al, ‘Post-Deportation Risks…’ (ps9-10), May 2015 
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Terms of Reference 
A ‘Terms of Reference’ (ToR) is a broad outline of what the CPIN seeks to cover. 
They form the basis for the country information section. The Home Office’s Country 
Policy and Information Team uses some standardised ToRs, depending on the 
subject, and these are then adapted depending on the country concerned.  

For this particular CPIN, the following topics were identified prior to drafting as 
relevant and on which research was undertaken: 

• Historical situation 

o Demography 

o Anglophone regions 

o Who is an Anglophone? 

• Current situation 

o Events that led to tensions 

o Strikes 

o School closures 

o Declaration of independence ‘Republic of Ambazonia’ 

o Security situation 

o Humanitarian situation 

• Separatist groups 

• Separatist actions 

• State response 

o Arrests and detention 

o Court cases and legal proceedings 

o Human rights/NGOs 

o Media, internet and freedom of press 

o Human rights violations 

• Humanitarian conditions 

o general well-being of the population described by age, gender, 
particular groups, prevalence of disease, levels of nutrition, literacy 

o socio-economic situation, including access and availability to: 

▪ food 

▪ water for drinking and washing  

▪ accommodation and shelter 

▪ employment 

▪ healthcare – physical and mental 

▪ education 
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▪ support providers, including government and international 
and domestic non-government organisations 

▪ Whether conditions (and treatment of groups) varies by 
location or group 

▪ Whether the government is purposely withholding or not 
delivering support services 

o Internally displaced persons (IDPs) – numbers, trends and location 
of IDPs 

• Security situation  

o Actors in conflict – number, size, intent and capacity 

o Geographical scope of conflict 

o Nature of violence - methods and tactics, including targeting of 
groups (age, sex, ethnicity, religion, disability, etc) 

o Number of security incidents 

▪ frequency and density in relation to local population 

▪ variation by place, time and groups affected 

o Number of civilian casualties, including 

▪ fatalities and injuries (also as a proportion of total 
population) 

▪ variation by place, time and group 

o Conflict-induced displacement 

o Indirect impact of violence on 

▪ law and order 

▪ prevalence of crime 

▪ human rights 

▪ socio-economic situation and basic services including 
health, education and essential infrastructure 
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