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National Planning Policy Planning Practice Guidance: flood risk and coastal
change

Table 1: Flood Zones

Flood Zone Definition

Land having a less than 0.1% annual probability of river or sea flooding.

zone | Low (Shown as ‘clear’ on the Flood Map for Planning — all land outside Zones

Probability 2. 3a and 3b)
Zone 2 Medium Land having between a 1% and 0.1% annual probability of river flooding;
Probabilit or land having between a 0.5% and 0.1% annual probability of sea
Y flooding. (Land shown in light blue on the Flood Map)
. Land having a 1% or greater annual probability of river flooding; or Land
Zone 3a High having a 0.5% or greater annual probability of sea. (Land shown in dark
Probability gat.o7oof § P y '
blue on the Flood Map)
This zone comprises land where water from rivers or the sea has to flow or
be stored in times of flood. The identification of functional floodplain
should take account of local circumstances and not be defined solely on
rigid probability parameters. Functional floodplain will normally comprise:
* land having a 3.3% or greater annual probability of flooding, with any
Zone 3b The existing flood risk management infrastructure operating effectively; or
llz;l(?(f;)olg?; * land that is designed to flood (such as a flood attenuation scheme), even if

it would only flood in more extreme events (such as 0.1% annual
probability of flooding).

Local planning authorities should identify in their Strategic Flood Risk
Assessments areas of functional floodplain and its boundaries accordingly,
in agreement with the Environment Agency. (Not separately distinguished
from Zone 3a on the Flood Map)

Note: The Flood Zones shown on the Environment Agency’s Flood Map for Planning (Rivers
and Sea) do not take account of the possible impacts of climate change and consequent
changes in the future probability of flooding. Reference should therefore also be made to the
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment when considering location and potential future flood risks to
developments and land uses.
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