
 

 

 Air Quality Legislation 

Defra and the Devolved Administrations (2007) - The Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland (Volumes 1 and 2): 

The Air Quality Strategy provides a framework for reducing air pollution in the UK, with the aim of meeting the requirements of 

European Union (EU) legislation. This has been brought into UK law via the EU (Withdrawal) Act 2018 (as amended) and is 

referred to as ‘retained EU law’. 

The air quality standards set within the Air Quality Strategy are recommended by the Expert Panel on Air Quality Standards 

(EPAQS) and the World Health Organisation (WHO), based on current scientific knowledge regarding the effects of each pollutant 

on health and the environment. 

The AQOs are medium-term policy-based targets set by the government, taking into account economic efficiency, practicability, 

feasibility and timescales. Whilst some of the AQOs correspond with the EPAQS / WHO limits, others have a margin of tolerance, 

by specifying a number of permitted exceedances of the standard over a given period.  

Many of the AQOs in the Air Quality Strategy have been made statutory in England via The Air Quality (England) Regulations, 

2000, The Air Quality (England) Amendment Regulations, 2002 and The Air Quality Standards (Amendment) Regulations, 2016 – 

Statutory Instrument 2016 No. 1184. 

Environmental Protection Act (1990): 

Section 79 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 defines statutory nuisance relevant to dust and particles as: 

'Any dust, steam, smell or other effluvia arising from industrial, trade or business premises or smoke, fumes or gases emitted 

from premises so as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance'; and 

'Any accumulation or deposit which is prejudicial to health or a nuisance'. 

Furthermore, Section 80 states that where a statutory nuisance is shown to exist, the local authority must serve an abatement 

notice. Failure to comply with an abatement notice is an offence and if necessary, the local authority may abate the nuisance and 

recover expenses. However, there are no statutory limit values for dust deposition above which 'nuisance' is deemed to exist and 

nuisance is a subjective concept, its perception being highly dependent upon the existing conditions and the change which has 

occurred. 

Environment Act (2021): 

The Act mandates that local authorities review and document local air quality within their jurisdiction by way of staged appraisals 

and respond accordingly, with the aim of meeting the AQOs defined in the Regulations. There is a requirement for local authorities 

to identify relevant sources of emissions that are likely to be responsible for any failure to achieve the AQOs, or to identify relevant 

sources within neighbouring authorities’ areas. Where the objective(s) are not likely to be achieved within the relevant period(s), 

the authority is required to designate an AQMA. For each AQMA the local authority is required to draw up an Air Quality Action 

Plan (AQAP) to secure improvements in air quality, in order to work towards achieving air quality standards in the future. 

Defra (2019) Clean Air Strategy: 

The UK Government’s Clean Air Strategy sets out the comprehensive actions required to improve air quality, required from all 

parts of government and society. 

The primary focus of previous iterations of the Clean Air Strategy has been NO2, and its principal source – road traffic. The 2019 

Strategy broadens the focus into other areas, including actions on clean growth and pollutant emissions from other sources such 

as industry, agriculture, and domestic wood-burning stoves. 

 

 

 


