
 

Land West of Thaxted Road, Saffron Walden 
Arboricultural Impact Assessment 

14764_R02c_1st July 2024_JP  

Appendix 4:  Report Limitations 

Limitations 

 

A4.1. The comments made are based on observable factors present at the time of inspection.  Although 

the health and stability of trees in their current context is an integral part of their suitability for 

retention, it must be understood that this report is not a tree risk assessment and should not be 

construed as such.  While every attempt has been made to provide a realistic and accurate 

assessment of the trees’ condition at the time of inspection, it may have not been appropriate, or 

possible, to view all parts or all sides of every tree to fulfil the assessment criteria of a risk 

assessment.  

 

A4.2. No tree can be considered entirely safe, given the possibility that exceptionally strong winds could 

damage or uproot even a mechanically ‘perfect’ specimen.  It is therefore usually accepted that 

hazards are only recognisable from distinct defects or from other failure-prone characteristics of 

the tree or the site. An assessment of the potential influence of trees upon existing buildings or 

other structures resulting from the effects of trees upon shrinkable load-bearing soils or the effects 

of incremental root or branch growth, are specifically excluded from this report. 

 

Un-assessable Risks 

 

A4.3. Any alteration to the application site or development proposals could change the current 

circumstances and may invalidate this report and any recommendations made.  

 

A4.4. The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended) makes it an offence to disturb nesting 

birds or recklessly endanger a bat or its roost.  Bats are also a European protected species and are 

additionally protected under the Conservation (Habitats & c) Regulations 1994 and 2010 (as 

amended). The survey findings, constraints, opportunities and design or mitigation 

recommendations included within that report must be read alongside this document. 

 

A lack of recommended work does not imply that a tree does not pose an unacceptable 

level of risk and likewise, it should not be implied that a tree will present an acceptable level 

of risk following the completion of any recommended work. 

 

 


