
 
 
From: Mark CD Ashdown   
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2024 5:27 PM 
To: Section 62A Applications Non Major <section62anonmajor@planninginspectorate.gov.uk> 
Cc:  

 
 

 
Subject: Re: S62A/2024/0044 | 24/02222/PINS | Erection of a two-storey side extension comprising 
1no self-contained dwellinghouse. | 87 Queenshill Road Bristol BS4 2XQ 
 
Dear Leanne, 
 
An updated version of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide has just been published 
- 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/669e45fba3c2a28abb50d426/The_Statutor
y_Biodiversity_Metric_-_User_Guide__23.07.24_.pdf. It contains this guidance about how 
to value a degraded site at page 50: 
 
Accounting for degraded sites 
 
If a habitat has been cleared, destroyed or degraded previously, and you should use an 
earlier baseline, you must:  

• use the pre-degradation habitat type as the site’s baseline  

• evidence how this habitat type and condition has been determined in the user 
comments  

• record the habitat as lost within the biodiversity metric tool  

• account for the time between the habitat loss and compensation using the ‘delay 
in starting habitat creation or enhancement’ function  

You can use data records, imagery and historic field surveys to determine pre-degradation 
habitat types. Use a precautionary approach when assigning condition scores. For 
example, assign a higher condition score in the absence of contrary evidence.  
 
Regards 
Mark 
 
Mark CD Ashdown 
Chair -  

 
olTreeForum 

@BristolTreeFora 
 

 
This email is managed by a group of volunteers from the Bristol Tree Forum. This group is 
not constituted, registered or affiliated with any other group. Any views or opinions 
expressed in this email are those of the sender and do not necessarily represent those of 
the Group. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F669e45fba3c2a28abb50d426%2FThe_Statutory_Biodiversity_Metric_-_User_Guide__23.07.24_.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Csection62anonmajor%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7Ce6066dc02a2741198db208dcab345392%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C638573489567533988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E8YfEk3Y1m7giU%2FkMlS2rtOrhZ8VvtnNz1nqfSHGhg8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F669e45fba3c2a28abb50d426%2FThe_Statutory_Biodiversity_Metric_-_User_Guide__23.07.24_.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Csection62anonmajor%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7Ce6066dc02a2741198db208dcab345392%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C638573489567533988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E8YfEk3Y1m7giU%2FkMlS2rtOrhZ8VvtnNz1nqfSHGhg8%3D&reserved=0


 




