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Armed Forces Pension Scheme 
Transitional Tax-Free Certificate Application Form

This form is only to be used by members of the Armed Forces Pension Scheme (AFPS) who wish to apply for 
a Transitional Tax-Free Amount Certificate. This form should not be used to request information to support an 
application with another pension scheme provider. If you require information related to previous AFPS 
awards, please email: dbs-pensionshelp@dbspv.mod.uk

To be awarded with a Transitional Tax-Free Amount Certificate, you must provide DBS with full evidence of 
every Benefit Crystallisation Event (BCE) that has occurred prior to 6 April 2024. A Benefit Crystallisation 
Event (BCE) is any event which results in payment of benefits (e.g. pension and /or lump sum) from a 
pension scheme. This could be from an occupational pension such as your Armed Forces Pension, or a 
private pension or other pension fund for which you are a member. Note the Early Departure Payment (EDP) 
is not a Benefit Crystallisation Event.

If complete evidence is not received, the application can be refused, and a certificate may not be provided.  

You can apply for a Transitional Tax-Free Amount Certificate from 6 April 2024. 

If an application is accepted, a certificate will be supplied within 90 days of receipt of the application.

If you have only taken pension benefits before 6 April 2006 and have not had a Benefit Crystallisation Event 
since then, you are not eligible to apply for a Transitional Tax-Free Amount certificate. You cannot apply for a 
Transitional Tax-Free Amount Certificate if a Relevant Benefit Crystallisation event (RBCE) has occurred on 
or after 6 April 2024 (i.e. you have drawn a tax free lump sum from any pension scheme, including AFPS. 
This does not include any lump payable from an Early Departure Payment).

You are only allowed to apply for one Transitional Tax-Free Amount Certificate. If you have been provided 
with a certificate from another pension scheme you must inform us of this by emailing 
DBS-JPAC@DBSPV.MOD.UK.

If you successfully apply for a certificate and it shows a lower remaining lump sum allowance and/or a lower 
lump sum death benefit allowance, it is not possible to revert to using the standard calculations or lump sum 
and lump sum death benefit allowance to calculate any tax liability.

Once a certificate has been issued, if at any point it is determined that the information provided which resulted 
in the issue of the certificate is inaccurate, DBS can cancel the certificate and issue a notice of cancellation. 
You will be liable for any additional tax as a result of a cancelled certificate.

If you fraudulently or negligently make a false statement, a penalty of £3,000 can be issued.  

Please consult the HMRC website and the Lump Sum Allowance factsheet by searching “Armed Forces 
Pensions” on Gov.uk before submitting an application.

mailto:DBS-JPAC@DBSPV.MOD.UK
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Part A - Your details

First name 

Surname 

Service number 

National Insurance number 

Date of birth

Please provide the address you want us to send your certificate to

Address

Postcode

Telephone number

Email address

Part B - Benefit Crystallisation Event History

Please complete details below for all Benefit Crystallisation Events (BCE)

Date of 
BCE

Pension 
Scheme

LTA Protection Type 
(if applicable)

Percentage 
of LTA used

Amount of 
tax-free 
payment

Details of evidence 
attached
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Part B - Benefit Crystallisation Event History - continued

If you have Lifetime Allowance Protection, you must provide a copy of the protection certificate.

For every Benefit Crystallisation Event you list (except for any paid from the Armed Forces Pension Scheme) 
you need to provide clear evidence of:

• Lifetime Allowance percentage used 

• Tax-free lump sum paid

This can be provided in any of the following formats. You may need to provide more than one document for 
each event:

• Pension Award Letter 

• Benefit Crystallisation Event Statement 

• Bank Statement showing amount of Tax-Free Amount cash received 

• Any other form of statement from the pension with BCE information

If your only BCE event is from the Armed Forces Pension Scheme, you do not need to provide additional 
evidence.

Part C - Data Protection

How the MOD collects and uses personal information

The Ministry of Defence (MOD) is committed to protecting the privacy and security of your personal data and 
the MOD Privacy notice explains your rights and provides information that you are entitled to under UK data 
protection legislation. It is important that you read this notice, together with any other privacy notice that may 
be provided when we collect or process personal information about you so that you are aware of how and 
why we are using such information.

The MOD Personal information charter contains the standards you can expect when we ask for, hold or share 
your personal information and your rights under the law.

Part D - Declaration

I confirm that

• I have not taken any Relevant Benefit Crystallisation Event since 6 Apr 24 

• I have not applied for a Transitional Tax-Free Amount Certificate from another scheme

I understand that

• Checks may be conducted to verify this information 

• If I have not provided complete evidence this application can be refused 

• If I provide false statements I could be subject to a penalty fine 

• If as a result of providing inaccurate information any certificate issued could be cancelled and I will be 
liable for any additional tax as a result of this

Remember – You must sign this form yourself if you can, even if someone else has filled it in for you. 
If a representative who acts as a Power of Attorney or Appointee for the claimant is signing this form, 
they must enclose evidence to show that they are the legal representative.

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fministry-of-defence-privacy-notice%2Fmod-privacy-notice&data=04%7C01%7CCraig.Best110%40mod.gov.uk%7Cba6f29eb7f2a485b247708d9e72c2729%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C637795000585889498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=MjXFV68QY5SoP1LYfi3VNuMYeAalDUTvd3ilfeBkwXk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Forganisations%2Fministry-of-defence%2Fabout%2Fpersonal-information-charter&data=04%7C01%7CCraig.Best110%40mod.gov.uk%7Cba6f29eb7f2a485b247708d9e72c2729%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C637795000585889498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iCjKADFo%2FiusfQjriuXmpxxY7hdvvJj3aP8MvV5K43U%3D&reserved=0
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Part E - Consent for Email Correspondence

Veterans UK is happy to conduct correspondence with customers via a nominated email address if that is 
their preference. There are some types of personal information we would not be able to include in an email 
correspondence, which are listed below:

• I authorise Veterans UK of the MOD to use email whenever possible in its correspondence with me 

via my nominated email address shown on the front of this claim form. I accept that the information 

may include my personal details excluding bank account numbers, National Insurance number, 

medical details and any other information that could compromise my identity

• I understand that correspondence transmitted by email may be open to abuse because it is 
transmitting over an unsecured network. I accept that the MOD will not be liable for any loss, 
interception or unauthorised use of information transmitted this way. I am content for Veterans UK to 
correspond with me from the email address shown at the front of this claim form

Do you wish to correspond by email? Yes
 

No

Part F - Signature of Applicant

Signature

Date

Please return the completed form to: 

Veterans UK, Pension Tax Team, MP484, Kentigern House, 65 Brown Street, Glasgow, G2 8EX
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