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INFORMATION NOTE

EXPLANATION OF CHANGE OF NAME IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Surnames
‘To whom it may concern:

Under UK law, a person may change their surname at will. The law concerns itself only with
the question whether the individual has in fact assumed and has come to be known by a
surname different from that by which they were originally known. So long as that is the case,
the change of surname will be valid.

The process is not subject to any documentary formalities although there are various facilities
to do so in the constituent parts of the UK. In England and Wales a birth registration cannot
be amended (save for some very limited and exceptional cases). In Scotland, it is possible to
apply for a change in the registered name (surname and forenames) in the birth record with
the National Records of Scotland. In Northern Ireland, it is possible to apply to change the
registered name with the General Registrar for Northern Ireland. In the UK (England and
Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland) it is also possible to apply to evidence a name change
by “deed poll” (a legal document which is registered in court) or a statutory declaration (a legal
document which is not registered) administered by a notary public or lawyer.

The information contained in this Note is general and should not be taken as a definitive
statement of law.’

Forenames
‘To whom it may concern:

As long as it is not done fraudulently, or for other unlawful purposes, a person may assume
any forename without any formalities and can identify themselves with, and be identified by,
the assumed name.

There is some uncertainty in English law as to whether a Christian (Baptismal) forename can
be legally displaced. A determination of a person’s legal forename can only be made by a UK
Court. However, an assumed forename used in place of the name given on baptism is

still valid for the purposes of legal identification if it is by this name that the individual has
generally become known.

The information contained in this Note is general and should not be taken as a definitive
statement of law.’



Marriage
‘To whom it may concern:

Upon marriage, while it is traditional for the woman to take the man’s surname, it is also
perfectly acceptable for the woman to keep her maiden name or the couple to create their own
‘double-barrelled’ or hyphenated surname by using both of their original surnames.

Civil Partnerships also allows for each partner to keep their original surname, take their
partner’s or create their own double-barrelled or hyphenated surname by using both of their
original surnames.

The British Marriage Certificate states the surnames of the parties prior to their marriage and
is supporting evidence of a request by either party to change their surname.

No additional documentation is required under UK law.

The information contained in this Note is general and should not be taken as a definitive
statement of law.’

Divorce
‘To whom it may concern:

Upon divorce, either party may retain their married surname or assume the surname they used
prior to marriage.

The information contained in this Note is general and should not be taken as a definitive
statement of law.’



Children
‘To whom it may concern:

Parents may give their child any forename or surname. No additional documentation is
required under UK law although there is a facility for doing so through the UK courts by way
of a Deed Poll or Statutory Declaration.

The surname given to a child when its birth is registered in the UK is generally, but not always,
that of the father. However it sometimes happens, especially in the case of persons born
outside marriage, that the surnames of the parents, in any order, are used (hyphenated or not)
to provide a double-barrelled surname. [The British Embassy is not able to issue a certificate
to confirm that hyphenated names are acceptable in the UK.]

English law places no restrictions as to what surname may be registered for a child in the UK.

The surname of a child may be changed by parents acting jointly or, after divorce, in the
absence of any order of the court to the contrary, by the parent having custody of that child.
If, therefore, the mother has custody of the child and remarries, she may cause the child to be
known by the surname of her new husband, even though he is not the father of the child.

The information contained in this note is general and should not be taken as a definitive
statement of law.’

Children - no UK tradition of a Patronymic in addition to surname
‘To whom it may concern:

In the UK, parents may, in principle, give their child any forename/forenames or
surname/surnames.

The surname given to a child when its birth is registered in the UK is generally, but not always,
that of the father. However it sometimes happens, especially in the case of persons born
outside marriage, that the surnames of the parents, in any order, are used (hyphenated or not)
to provide a double-barrelled surname. English law places no restrictions as to what surname
may be registered for a child in the UK.

There is no equivalent tradition of giving a child a patronymic in addition to their surname.

British Passports and British Birth Certificates do not contain a separate field for patronymic
names. If a patronymic is used it is added to a name field as a middle name.

The information contained in this Note is general and should not be taken as a definitive
statement of law.’

Deed Poll
‘To whom it may concern:

If the individual changing their name so wishes, evidence of a change of name (forename
and/or surname) may be provided by a procedure known as “deed poll”.



Under this procedure, a person desiring to change their name executes a deed in a well-
established form renouncing the former name and adopting the new surname, and that deed
is then enrolled in an office of the High Court. Copies of the deed from the High Court are
regarded as the best possible evidence of a change of name.

However, the deed poll procedure is entirely optional. Public authorities in the United Kingdom
will recognise a change of forename or surname on presentation of any proper evidence that
the person concerned has been known by the new name for all purposes for a substantial
period of time and do not require proof of a change of name by deed poll.

A change of name will not necessarily be reflected on any UK birth or marriage certificates
issued before the change. A birth/marriage certificate records the details at the time of the
event any subsequent changes are not recorded therein and the individual will not be issued
with an updated birth/marriage certificate. In the case of a child whose name has been
changed while they were still a minor, an annotated birth certificate may be issued at the
request of the parents, but the original name will remain on the document.

The information contained in this Note is general and should not be taken as a definitive
statement of law.’
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NMHPOPMALIMOHHAA HOTA
norPAAOK CMEHblI UMEHWU B BEJIMKOBPUTAHUU

Pamunum
Mo mecmy mpebosaHusi

B cooTBeTCTBMM C 3akoHOAATENbCTBOM BenukobGpuTaHuu, rpaxgaHe MMerT npaBo Ha
CMeHy dhamunuu no cBoeMy >XenaHu. 3akoHofaTens MHTepecyeT Nullb TOT (pakT,
OENCTBUTENbHO NU rpaXkgaHWH Ha MpakTUKe MpUHAN HOBYK amMunuio 1M Tenepb
NOBCEMECTHO U3BECTEH MO 3TON HOBOW haMurinen, OTSIMYHOM OT TOW, MO KOTOPOW OH
Obin n3BecteH npexae. Ecnm 310 ycnoBue cobniogeHo, cmeHa amunmm npusHaeTca
JEeNCTBUTENbHOMN.

OTOT npouecc He ABNAETCs NPeaMETOM KakuMx-NMbo LOKyMeHTanbHO noaTBepXaaeMbix
dopmanbHOCTEN, OQHAKO B pasHbiX YacTax BenukobputaHum gns cmeHbl damunum
CYLLECTBYIOT pasnuyHble npouenypbl. B AHIMMM 1 Yanbce Henb3s U3MEHWUTb OaHHbIE,
yKa3aHHble NpW perucTpauumn poxaeHus (3a WCKMYEHMEM HEKOTOPbIX OYeHb
OrPaHMYEHHbIX W UCKNIOYMTENbHBIX cnyvaeB). B LoTtnaHamm e MOXHO nogaTtb
3asBneHMe 06 M3MEHEeHUW AaHHbIX (KaK MMEHW, Tak U amMunuun), BHECEHHbIX Mpu
peructpaumm poxgeHusa B HaunoHanbHble peectpbl LoTtnaHann. B CesepHon Vpnanguu
MOXXHO 0BpaTUTbCs C 3asBneHveM o6 M3MEHEeHUN MMEHMU, yKasaHHoro B ['eHepanbHOM
peectpe CeBepHon Wpnangun. B Benukobputanun (AHrnmna m Yanbc, CeBepHas
WpnaHgusa v WoTtnangms) Takke BO3MOXHO AOKYMEHTaNbHO NOATBEPAUTL CMEHY UMEHMN
nytem oOpPMIEHNS COOTBETCTBYIOLLIErO HOPUANYECKOrO AOKYMEHTA, PErncTpupyemoro
cyaowm (deed poll), nnu xxe oOKyMeHTa, KOTOPbIN HE perucTpupyeTcs CyqoM, a 3aBepsieTcs
HOoTapuycom unu topuctom (statutory declaration).

lNpusedeHHas ebilie UHGhopMauusi HOCUM O03HAKOMUMEIIbHbIU Xapakmep U He OO/KHa
paccmampusambscsi 8 Kayecmeae 00C/108HOU 8bIOEPXKKU U3 3aKOHOOame ibHbIX aKmos.

NmeHa
Mo mecmy mpebosaHusi

paxgaHMH MMeeT npaBo OpaTb Nboe HoBoe uMs 6e3 Kakux-nmbo dopmManbHbIX
npoueayp, HasblBaTbCs 1 OblTb N3BECTHBIM MOA 3TUM UMEHEM, 32 UCKIIOYEHNEM ClNy4Yaes,
Korga aTo OCYyLLEeCTBNAETCH C MOLIEHHUYECKUMN UITU UHBIMU MPOTUBO3aKOHHbBIMW LIeNSMU.

AHIMNNCKMM 3aKOHOOAaTENbCTBOM HE onpeaenieHo OAHO3HAYHO, MOXHO NN U3MEHATb UMS,
AaHHOe TrpaXAaHuHy Mpu KpewleHun. Bonpoc O neranbHOCTU MUCNOMb30BaHWUS MMEHN
MOXeT pewuTb Tonbko 6putaHckun cyn. OpgHako HOBOE WMS,  UCNOSb3yemoe
rpakgaHMHOM BMECTO WMEHW, OAaHHOro npwu KpelleHuu, Bce ke OyaeT aABnsaTbcA
AEeNCTBUTENbHLIM NpU ouuManbHON naeHTUUKaumMm rpaxagaHnHa, ecnu nog 9Tum
MMEHEM OH CTan NOBCEMECTHO U3BECTEH.

lMpusedeHHas ebiwe UHopMayus HOCUM O3HAKOMUMESbHbLIU Xapakmep U He OOJKHa
paccmampusambscs 8 Kadecmee A0C/I08HOU 8bIOEPXKKU U3 3aKOHOAame ibHbIX aKmoe.



Bpak
Mo mecmy mpebosaHusi

TpaguumoHHo, B BenukobputaHum nocne 3aknoveHusi 6paka xeHa GepeT dhamunmio
Myxa. Takke aBnsetcs abConoTHO AONYCTUMbBIM BapUaHT, KOrA4a XeHa CoOXpaHseT CBO
aeBunybto amunuto. MNocne 3aknioveHns 6paka, napa Takke MOXET NPUHATbL OBOVHYHO
dhamunuio, 06pa3oBaHHy0 13 haMUnni My>a 1 KeHbl MyTEM HanMcaHus nx Yepes geduc.

Kaxxgoe nuuo, BCTyNuBLLEE B rpaXgaHCKoe NapTHEPCTBO, TaKkKe MMeeT MpaBo COXPaHUTb
CBOK M3HayamnbHyl0 amMunuio Unn NpUHATE damMunmio napTHepa. "paxgaHckme
napTHepbl MOryT Takke B3ATb ABOMHYK hamMunuio, obpa3oBaHHYl MyTeM HanucaHus
CBOMX M3HaYanbHbIX amunuin Yepes geduc.

B 6putaHckom cBuaeTenbctBe O Opake ykasbiBaloTca AobpayHble damunumnm obomx
cynpyroB. [JaHHbIN OKYMEHT SABNSeTCA 4OCTaTOUYHbIM OCHOBAHUEM AN CMEHbI (hamMuimm
no6or U3 CTOPOH, BCTYNMBLUNX B Bpak.

CornacHo GpUTaHCKOMY 3aKOHOAATENbCTBY, HUKAKMX OOMOSNTHUTENbHbLIX AOKYMEHTOB HE
TpebyeTcs.

lNpusedeHHas ebilie UHGhopMayusi HOCUM O3HAKOMUMESbHbLIU Xxapakmep U He OOJIKHa
paccmampusambCsi 8 Kadecmae 00C/I08HOU 8bIOEPKKU U3 3aKOHOOamerslbHbIX aKmos.

Pa3Bon
Mo mecmy mpebosaHusi

Mpun pasBoge kaxaasi 3 CTOPOH MMEET MPaBO COXPaHUTb (DaMUNNO, NMPUCBOEHHYHO B
Opake, NNy NPUHATL CBOO A0BpayHyto hammnuio.

lNpueedeHHas ebiuie UHGOPMaLUUS HOCUM O3HAKOMUMETbHbIU Xxapakmep U He O0/mKHa
paccmampusamsbcsi 8 Kadecmae A0CI08HOU 8bIOEPXKKU U3 3aKOHOOamerlbHbIX aKmoe.

Oetn
o mecmy mpeboeaHus

Pogutenn nvelT npaBo gaBaTb CBOMM AeTAM Nobble MMmeHa n bamunun. bputaHckoe
3aKoHO4aTENbCTBO He TpebyeT ohopMIEHNS HUKAKUX SOMOMHUTENbHBIX JOKYMEHTOB B
3TON CBA3WN. MmeeTcs Takke BO3MOXHOCTb [OKYMEHTanbHO MoATBepAuTb akT
NPUCBOEHUSA UMEHN MYTEM NOAAYN 3asiBNIEHNS O HAMEPEHUN CMEHUTb UMSI, 3aBEPSIEMOrO
cynom (deed poll) nnu HoTapuanbHo (statutory declaration).

Mpwn pernctpaumm poxgeHnsa pebeHka B BenmkobputaHum, kak npaBuio, HO He Bcerga, B
kadyectBe pamunum pebeHka ykasbiBaloT damumnuio otua. MHorga, ocobGeHHO B Tex
cnydasx, korga pebeHok poxaeH BHe Gpaka, emy mMoxeT ObiTb NpUCBOEHa [BOWHAas
dhamunua nytem HanmcaHusa hamunumn obomx poautenen B tobon nocnegoBaTensHOCTH,
yepes geduc nnbo vyepes npoben.



AHrnnnckoe 3akoHOOATEeNbCTBO He HanaraeT HUKakMX OorpaHM4yeHWn Ha TO, Kakad
dammnua MoxeT ObiTb MCMONb3oBaHa MpuU  perucTpaumm poxaeHuss pebeHka B
BenukobputaHum.

damunua pebeHka MOXET OblTb M3MEHeHa obGouMM poauTensiMM COBMECTHO, a nocre
pasBofa — TeM poauTenem, KOTopbl NOMAY4YMI NPaBo onekun Hag pebeHKoM, Npu yCrnoBuu,
YTO CyOQOM He MPMHMMArnocChb pelleHue, 3anpeljatowee nogobHoe OencTesne € ero
CTOpOHbl. Takmm obpasom, ecnn MaTb, MNONyYMBLUAS NPaBO OMNEKn Hag pebeHKom,
BCTYNaeT B HOBbIV Bpak, OHa MOXET U3MEHUTb hamunumio pedbeHka Ha hamunmio CBOEro
HOBOrO Cyrnpyra, HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO OH He ABNSAETCS OTLOM pebeHka.

lNpusedeHHas ebilie UHhopMayusi HOCUM O3HAKOMUMESIbHbIU Xapakmep U He OOJIKHa
paccmampusambCsi 8 Kadecmee G0C08HOU 8bIOEPXKKU U3 3aKOHOOamerslbHbIX aKmoe.

HeTu — oTCcyTCTBME TPaAULUM NPUCBOEHUSA OTYECTBaA
o mecmy mpeboesaHusi

B BenunkobputaHun pogutenu, B LENOM, UMEKT NpaBo aTb CBoeMy pebeHKy noboe
nmsi/umeHa unu cdamunmnio/pammnmn.

Mpun pernctpaunn poxaeHusa pebeHka B BenukobputaHum, kak npasBuno, HO He Bceraa, B
kayectBe bammnum pebeHka ykasbiBaloT amunuio oTua. MHorga, ocobeHHo B Tex
cnydvasx, korga pebeHok poxaeH BHe Opaka, pebGeHKy MoxeT ObiTb AaHa [BOMHas
dammnusa nyTem HanucaHuss pamMmmnmin o6onx poamTtenemn B 6O NoCcrneaoBaTENbHOCTH,
yepes gedmc unm vepes npoben. AHIMUINCKOE 3aKOHOAATENBbCTBO HE HanaraeT HUKaKux
OrpaHMYeHUn Ha TO, Kakasg amunus MoxeT OblTb MCNoMb3oBaHa MNpwu perncrpaumm
poxaeHusi pebeHka B BennkobputaHuu.

B BeJ'II/IKO6pI/ITaHVII/I He CcyuwecTtByeT Tpaaunuun npuceBoeHUA pe6eH|<y oT4yecTBa B
AonoJsiHeHne K ero MMeHu " cbamvmvm.

BputaHckme nacrnopta M OpuTaHckue CBUAETENbCTBA O POXAEHWM He copepxaT
OTAENbHOro Nnons Anst ykasaHus otyecTsa. [pu HanMuMm oT4ecTBa, OHO ykasblBaeTCcs B
rpacgpe «MmeHa» B Ka4eCcTBe BTOPOro MMEHMW.

lNpusedeHHas ebiwie UHhopMayus HOCUM O3HAKOMUMESbHbLIU Xapakmep U He OOJIKHa
paccMmampugamscs 8 kKadecmee A0Cr108HOU 8bIOEPXKKU U3 3aKOHOAame IbHbIX aKmos.

CMeHa umeHun - 3asiBneHue o HamepeHum (Deed Poll)
Mo mecmy mpebogaHusi

Mo >xenaHuo PU3NYecKoro nuua, MeHsaILWero cBoe UM Ha apyroe, pakT CMeHbl UMeHU
MOXeT ObITb NOATBEPXOEH OOKyMEHTanbHO MNOCPeaCcTBOM MNPOBEAEHUA npouenypbl,
N3BECTHOW KakK «3asiBrieHne o HamepeHun» (Deed Poll).

Mpwn 3TOM NMUO, XenawLee CMEeHUTb UMS, NOAMNUCLIBAET 3asiBNeHNe O HaMEepPEeHUN no
yCTaHOBEeHHOM hbopme, B KOTOPOM OTKa3bIBAETCSl OT CTAPOro UMEHU U NPUHUMAET HOBOE



umsa. 3aaBneHue 3atem pernctpupyetcsa B OpuTaHckom cyde. Konuu 3asBneHus o
HamepeHuu, BblOaHHble BPUTaHCKMM CyoOM, CHUATAKOTCA HaumyylwuM OoKa3aTerbCTBOM
dhakTta CMeHbl UMEHN.

CmeHa nmenun yepes npouenypy Deed Poll He aBnsdeTca oba3aTtensHon. OpraHbl Bnactu
B BenukobputaHum npusHaloT pakT CMEeHbl MMeHW u/vunu amunumn, ecnm M GyayT
NnpeAoCTaBeHbl Hagnexawme cenageTenscTBa TOro, YTO NULO, CMEHMBLLEE UMSA U/MNn
damunuio, nonb3oBanocb HOBbIM MMEHEM W/wnn amMunMen MnoBCEMECTHO Ha
NPOTSXKEHUN 3HAYUTENBHOIO MPOMEXYTKA BpeMeHW. B aTom cnyyae fokasatenbcTBa B
BME 3aBEPEHHOr0 CyOM 3asBlIEHNS O HAMEPEHUN He TpebyeTcs.

CMeHa UMeHU laneko He BCcerga oTpaxaeTcsl B CBUAETENbCTBAX O poXAeHUM nnu bpake,
BbIMYLLEHHbIX OO MepeMeHbl nMeHW. CBuaeTenscTBa O poxaeHun u Gpake cogepxat
[AaHHble, BHECEHHble B aKkTbl PerucTpaumy rpaxgaHCKOro COCTOSIHMS Ha MOMEHT
perucTpaumm, U He oTpaxalT MOCNeayllWmX U3MeHeHuin. Takum o6pasom, HOBble
CBUAETENbCTBA O POXAEHUM UK Bpake Npu CMeHe UMEHU He BblgatoTcs. B criyyae cMeHbl
nMeHn pebeHka 0O AOCTUXKEHWS MM COBeEpLUEeHHoNneTusi, no TpeboBaHuio poauTenei
MOXeT ObiTb BbIMyLWEHO CBMOETENbCTBO O POXAEHMM C NpUMevYaHnem, B KOTOPOM
OTpaXeHbl M3MEHEHMWSl, OQHAKO MepBOHa4YanbHoe MMs pebeHka OyaeT no-MpexHemy
yKa3aHo B [JOKYMEeHTe.

lNpusedeHHas ebiwie UHGOpMaUUss HOCUM O3HaKOMUMEJIbHbIU Xapakmep U He OOs/KHa
paccmampusamsbcsl 8 Ka4ecmee A0Cr108HOU 8bIOEPXKKU U3 3aKoOHOBamesibHbIX aKmos.

KOHEL, NH®OPMALIMOHHOMN HOTHI



