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4 DISCUSSION 

4.1 Reliability of the investigation 

4.1.1 The investigation only examined features visible of Google Earth imagery. 
However, some of these images do show cropmarks quite clearly, so the 
results are seen as reliable.  

4.2 Interpretation 

4.2.1 Six ditches are visible on the cropmarks, all to the west of the proposed 
development area. Three of these match reasonably well to ditches that were 
also identified on the geophysical survey (see Fig. 2). 

4.2.2 The easternmost ditch identified on the cropmark survey does not appear on 
the geophysical survey. It continues in an almost north-south direction, before 
curving to the west. It may then join the dense complex of features shown on 
the geophysical survey in the adjacent field (to the west). The other ditches 
follow a similar alignment. It is considered likely that these ditches represent a 
field system outlining the core settlement (ie that located in the field to the 
west). However, this interpretation is not the only option.  

4.2.3 The potential pits identified on the cropmark survey are in similar locations to 
several pits visible on the geophysical survey. These pits appear to relate to 
the ditches around them. However, interpretation of the function or date of 
these pits is not clear.  

4.3 Significance 

4.3.1 The ditches and probable pits revealed on aerial photos add further detail to 
the potential heritage assets identified within the proposed development 
area by the geophysical survey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 
 

 
 

 




