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YEMEN

Country name Yemen

State title Republic of Yemen

Name of citizen Yemeni

Official language Arabic (ara)!

Country name in official language (Al Yaman) ¢!
State title in official language (Al Jumhariyah al Yamaniyah) 4siedl 4 ) seanll
Script Arabic

official names;
PCGN Soqotri alphabet for Soqgotri nhames in Socotra
Archipelago (see Geographical names policy below)

Romanization System

BGN/PCGN Romanization system for Arabic 1956 for

ISO-3166 code (alpha-2/alpha-3) YE/YEM

Capital — conventional name Sanaa?

Capital in official language (San‘d’) slrxva
Areal/population 527,968 sq km / 31,565,602 (2023 est.)?

Introduction

Yemen has land borders with Saudi Arabia and Oman, and has coastline on the Red Sea, Gulf of
Aden and Arabian Sea. It occupies a geo-strategic location at the southern end of the Arabian
Peninsula, controlling access to the Red Sea, through the Bab al Mandab (Bab el Mandeb) strait. Its
territory includes several islands in the Red Sea and the Arabian Sea.

Yemen is a relatively young country; the Republic of Yemen was created in 1990, with the unification
of the two post-colonial states of the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen (South Yemen) and
the Yemen Arab Republic (North Yemen). However, Yemeni unity has always been fragile and
disputed.

Following the 2011 Arab Uprisings, which saw street protests in Yemen, President Saleh was
replaced by President Hadi. The situation has since deteriorated into a complex civil war involving
multiple local and foreign actors. The conflict is multi-faceted; North/South, tribal, geographical and
political, and has taken on sectarian language. The North Yemen-based Houthis currently control
Sanaa (the official capital of Yemen) and much of north-west Yemen, including most of the Red Sea

1 The language codes in this Factfile are 1ISO 639-3 codes.

2 Following the unification of North and South Yemen in 1990, Sanaa became Yemen'’s constitutional capital. It
is currently the seat of government for the Houthi insurgency, which has de facto control over much of former
North Yemen. In February 2015, President Hadi declared Aden the temporary capital, when he fled there from
Sanaa. He subsequently left for Saudi Arabia.

3 https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/yemen/
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coast. The Shia Houthis are backed by Iran. For a time, they were in alliance with their erstwhile
enemy, former President Saleh, but in 2017 the Houthis assassinated Saleh. The Hadi government
controlled much of the rest of the country, including their “temporary capital” of Aden. In March 2015,
after Hadi fled to Saudi Arabia, a Saudi-led coalition launched military operations against the Houthis.
In 2022 Hadi and his Vice-President were replaced by an eight-person Presidential Leadership
Council (PLC). The PLC is the internationally recognised government of Yemen and currently controls
the east of Yemen, some central areas and Ta‘izz. In 2018 the UAE-backed Southern Transitional
Council, which advocates secession for the South, took control of Aden. They currently control parts
of south-west Yemen and the island of Socotra. Fighting continues and contributes to a growing
humanitarian crisis in the country. Meanwhile Al Qaeda and Islamic State have both taken advantage
of the situation to gain pockets of territory in the east.

Map of Yemen
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Map produced by PCGN for illustrative purposes only, and is not to be taken necessarily as representing the views of the
UK government on boundaries or political status.

Geographical names policy

Despite the ongoing instability in Yemen, PCGN policy regarding the treatment of geographical
names in Yemen remains unchanged.

ARABIC:

Geographical names are usually found written in Arabic, which is Yemen'’s official language. Arabic-
script names should be taken from official Yemeni sources and romanized using the BGN/PCGN
Romanization System for Arabic. While many of the toponyms found in Yemen are of Arabic origin,
there is also considerable influence from South Arabian languages. Street signs in both Arabic and
English/Roman-script may be found in the big cities. It should be noted that Roman-script forms found
locally may differ from those arising from the application of the BGN/PCGN Romanization System for
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Arabic and that the Arabic-script spellings of Yemeni toponyms may not always be consistent.
Furthermore, the spelling of names found on maps and those used locally may sometimes differ®.

SOQOTRI:

Usual PCGN policy is to show names in a country’s official language(s) (romanized when necessary),
but on some occasions, for usefulness on the ground, ‘local’ languages are shown instead of, or in
addition to, the official language. Soqotri (or Socotri) (sqt), the language of relevance in the Socotra
archipelago®, falls into this category.

PCGN policy is to treat the archipelago as bilingual. Some features have both an Arabic and a Soqotri
name; others have only one or the other. Many places on the coast have Arabic names, while Soqotri
names are more common in the interior. Furthermore, some names may combine an Arabic generic
with a Soqgotri name or vice versa. PCGN policy is to show dual names where these exist in the form
Sogotri/Arabic, e.g. Hadiboh/Hadibl, and a single Soqotri or Arabic name if that is the only name
available.®

In 1967, PCGN was asked to deal with place names collected on an expedition to Socotra. Prof.
Johnstone was part of this expedition and had collected the names in a script of his own devising.
Subsequently, Prof. Johnstone and the then Secretary PCGN, collaborated to produce an alphabet
for Soqotri, which is that used by PCGN for the writing of Soqotri names’. The names collected on
this expedition are the primary source of Soqotri names.

Map of Socotra Archipelago
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Map produced by PCGN for illustrative purposes only, and is not to be taken necessarily as representing the views of the
UK government on boundaries or political status.

4 See language section, below, for further details.

5 The Socotra archipelago is located off the southern coast of the Yemen. It comprises the islands of Socotra,
‘Abd al Kar1, Samhah and Darsah (these last two are collectively known as the Brothers (Al Ikhwan)). Since
2013, Muhafazat Arkhabil Suquira (Socotra Archipelago) is the governorate which covers the archipelago (see
page 9).

6 A list of PCGN recommended names for Socotra can be found in the PCGN paper on Socotra presented at
the 30" BGN/PCGN Conference and is available on request.

7 See ‘Inventory of characters’ (page 5).
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Sources

Arabic-script mapping produced by the Republic of Yemen would be the first-choice source for names
in Yemen. However, if such sources are unavailable, names may be taken from pre-unification (pre-
1990) mapping, produced by North or South Yemen governments. The names over Yemen in the US
NGA Geographic Names Server (GNS) largely reflect a large field-collection project over the Yemen
Arab Republic (North Yemen) of thousands of names and is therefore a good source for names in
this part of mainland Yemen. Soqotri language names are not recorded as approved names in the
GNS. PCGN has produced a list of recommended names over the Socotra Archipelago, which is
available on request.

Language

ARABIC:

Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) is used for official written purposes in Yemen. In addition to being
the official language of Yemen, Arabic is the language of Islam, Yemen’s state religion. Arabic is a
Semitic language and is written from right to left in Arabic script. The Arabic alphabet consists of 28
letters, in addition to which there are several vocalisation marks (short vowels) which are not usually
written in Arabic script but should nevertheless be romanized. Several local dialects of Arabic are
spoken in Yemen. The most important of these are Sanaani (ayn), Ta‘izzi-Adeni (acq), Tihami,
Hadhrami (ayh) and Gulf (afb). The spelling of Yemeni toponyms in Arabic script can be inconsistent.

In particular, the final Ta’ Marbdtah is often shown without the dots above it (as ¢ rather than %). This

does not affect the romanization, which remains —ah or -at®. The letters d (u=), z (&) and t (&) are
sometimes confused and used interchangeably in Arabic and Roman script.

MODERN SOUTH ARABIAN LANGUAGES:

Four other languages are spoken in Yemen, in addition to Arabic. These are Bathari (bhm) (c.200
speakers in Yemen & Oman?®), Hobyét (hoh)*°, Mehri (gdq) (70,600 speakers in Yemen'') and Soqotri
(43,000 speakers'?)!3. These are all classified as South Arabian Semitic languages and are closely
related to the Semitic languages of Eritrea and Ethiopia. Collectively known as Modern South Arabian
Languages (MSALS), these are spoken languages and do not have a standard written form. A
provisional Arabic script orthography for Soqotri was determined at a meeting of politicians and
linguists held on November 12" 2018 organised by the governor of Socotra. Academics based at
Leeds University have devised a Roman-script alphabet that can be used to write the
MSALs'. Toponyms derived from these languages will usually be written using the Arabic alphabet.
Bathari and Hobyét are considered endangered languages. Bathari, Hoby6t and Mehri are spoken in
Southern Yemen. Soqotri is the language of the native population of the islands of the Socotra
archipelago?®.

8 In isolation this character is romanized —ah. When followed by another noun in an Igafah construction the final
Ta’ Marbdatah is romanized and pronounced —at, although the Arabic written form does not change (see Notes
section of the BGN/PCGN Romanization System for Arabic for further information).

9 Source: www.ethnologue.com.

10 No figure is available for the number of Hobydt speakers. Very few remain.

11 Source: www.ethnologue.com.

12 2004 census figure.

13 Figures on number of speakers are approximate. Accurate numbers are difficult to obtain.

14 https://ahc.leeds.ac.uk/modern-south-arabian-languages/doc/resources-2

15 See Geographical names policy for Soqotri (page 3) and Inventory of characters (page 5) for details of the
alphabet used by PCGN to write Soqotri.
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Inventory of Characters (and their Unicode encodings)!®:

The BGN/PCGN Romanization System for Arabic contains the following letter-diacritic
combinations in addition to the unmodified letters of the basic Roman script!’:

Romanization Unico.de Romanization UnicoFle
encoding encoding
‘ 2018 or 02BB T 012A
' 2019 or 02BC i 012B
A 00C1 $ 015E
3 00E1 5 015F
A 0100 T 0162
3 0101 t 0163
D 1E10 0 016A
d 1E11 i 0168
f 1£28 Z 005A+0327*
h 1E29 Z 007A+0327*

*Note, the z + cedilla is not available as a single encoding.

The alphabet used by PCGN for Soqotri® is as follows*®:

aabdddhe*e *fgrghhhiTjklmn
o*o *qrrh*sss*shttthudwyzzh®’

The Soqotri alphabet includes the following letter-diacritic combinations in addition to the
unmodified letters of the basic Roman script:

. Unicode N Unicode
Romanization . Romanization .
encoding encoding
‘ 2018/02BB ’ 2019/02BC
A 0100 a 0101

16 www.unicode.org
17 Characters can be manually input into Microsoft word documents by typing in these character codes and

then holding down the ALT key and pressing /x/. The code will change to the required character. The letter can
be copied and pasted into other programmes if required. Alternatively, the ‘Insert — Symbol' command can be
used; the code can be entered into the ‘Character code’ box which will show the corresponding letter.

A GeoNames Soft-Copy Keyboard can be downloaded from the NGA website and used to enter the required
letter-diacritic combinations for a particular region:
https://geonames.nga.mil/geonames/GNSHome/services.html

18 Devised by Prof. Johnstone and then Secretary PCGN.

19 The letters or sounds which do not feature in Modern Standard Arabic are marked with an asterisk.
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Romanization UnicoSie Romanization Unicoge

encoding encoding
D 1E10 d 1E11
E 0112 & 0113
H 1E28 h 1E29
1 012A ; 012B
0 014D 5 o14C
2 015€ s 015F
: 015A s 015B
! 0162 { 0163
U 016A a 016B

Administrative structure

Prior to 2011, Yemen was divided into 22 first-order administrative divisions (ADM1s): 21
governorates (Muhafazah in Arabic) and one municipality or capital district. These governorates were
subdivided into 333 districts (ADM2s)?° (Mudiriyah in Arabic), which are themselves divided into sub-
districts. The governorates of Yemen are listed below (pages 7-12). While the de facto situation in
Yemen means that this structure is no longer administered by a single central government, it can still
be used to refer to and label locations in Yemen. In practice, administration is occurring at a local
level, although post-2011, the struggle for control over local councils has weakened their
administrative capacity and ability to carry out the daily functions of governance?'.

In 2014 a new federal administrative structure, consisting of 6 regions was announced by the Hadi
government. It was intended to address some of the tensions within Yemen, in particular tensions
between the north and south. However, the 2011 uprising and consequent civil war has meant this
structure has not been implemented, nor is it likely to be. Nevertheless, it is likely that any resolution
to end the conflict will include some form of federation of the republic and local councils are expected
to be a significant component of any settlement to the conflict??.

20 For the district names see the appendix to this document.
21 hitp://www.sanaacenter.org/files/the _essential role of local en.pdf
22 hitp://www.sanaacenter.org/files/the _essential role of local en.pdf
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Administrative divisions of Yemen

| g The Permanent Committee on Geographical Names

Map produced by PCGN for illustrative purposes only, and is not to be taken necessarily as representing the views of the

The Governorates (ADM1s) of Yemen

UK government on boundaries or political status.

1. Abyan (13°47'10”N 046°08'30"E)

Name in Arabic Script
Long form name Muhafazat Abyan
Long form name in Arabic Script Q;x.gi Adadla g
ISO 3166-2 code YE-AB
Centre Zinjibar
Centre in Arabic Script Jlad )
Variant names of centre Zanjibar, Zinjubar
Consists of 11 districts
2. ‘Adan (12°50'00"N 044°55'00"E)
Name in Arabic Script O
Long form name Muhafazat ‘Adan
Long form name in Arabic Script Cae ddadlaa
ISO 3166-2 code YE-AD
Centre ‘Adan (Aden)
Centre in Arabic Script e

Consists of 8 districts
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3. Ad Dali‘ (13°55'21"N 044°46'06"E)

| g The Permanent Committee on Geographical Names

Name in Arabic Script CJLA\
Long form name Muhafazat ad Dali’
Long form name in Arabic Script QJL.'A}\ idadla g
ISO 3166-2 code YE-DA
Centre Ad Dali’
Centre in Arabic Script QJL'A]\
Variant names Ad Dhalea’a; Al-Dhale; Al Dali; Dhala; Dhalie
Consists of 9 districts

4. Al Bayda’ (14°20'30"”N 045°23'40"E)
Name in Arabic Script elianll
Long form name Muhafazat al Bayda’
Long form name in Arabic Script gliand) ddndla o
ISO 3166-2 code YE-BA
Centre Al Bayda’
Centre in Arabic Script gLyl

Variant names

Al Beida; Al-Baida; Al-Baidhah; Al Beidha; Beidha

Consists of 20 districts

5. Al Hudaydah (14°55'02"'N 043°11'34"E)

Name in Arabic Script saaall
Long form name Muhafazat al Hudaydah

Long form name in Arabic Script saaall ddadlaa
ISO 3166-2 code YE-HU
Centre Al Hudaydah

Centre in Arabic Script saaall

Variant names

Al Hodeidah; Hodeyda; Hudaida; Hudayda; El-
Hodeidah

Consists of 26 districts

6. Al Jawf (16°41'23"N 045°36'42"E)

Name in Arabic Script s gall
Long form name Muhafazat al Jawf

Long form name in Arabic Script Cagadl ddadls g
ISO 3166-2 code YE-JA

Centre Hazm al Jawf??

Centre in Arabic Script casall o a

Variant names

Al Hazm (p0a11); Al Jawf (< 5all); Al-Jauf; Al-Hazm al-
Jawf

Consists of 12 districts

23 Also known as Al Hazm (~_=1') and Al Jawf (<s). The name Al Hazm may be included in brackets.

© Crown Copyright 2024

OFFICIAL




TOPONYMIC FACTFILE

7. Al Mahrah (17°0000” 051°30°00"E)

| g The Permanent Committee on Geographical Names

Name in Arabic Script

5 el

Long form name

Muhafazat al Mahrah

Long form name in Arabic Script

B)@.AS\ idsdla o

ISO 3166-2 code

YE-MR

Variant names of ADM1

Mahra

Centre

Al Ghaydah

Centre in Arabic Script

% .“.S\

Variant names of centre

Al Ghayzah; 4kasll

Consists of 9 districts

8. Al Mahwit (15°23'31"N 043°32'10"E)

Name in Arabic Script

Long form name

Muhafazat al Mahwit

Long form name in Arabic Script

ISO 3166-2 code

YE-MW

Centre

Al Mahwit

Centre in Arabic Script

<y sl

Variant names

Mahweet; Mahwait; Mahweit; EI-Mahwit

Consists of 9 districts

9. ‘Amran (16°13'49"”N 043°54'35"E)

Name in Arabic Script

Q\)AS:

Long form name

Muhafazat ‘Amran

Long form name in Arabic Script

ISO 3166-2 code

YE-AM

Centre

‘Amran

Centre in Arabic Script

Q\)Ac

Consists of 20 districts

10. Arkhabil Suqutra (Socotra Archipelago)?

Name in Arabic Script

s ohie Jus )

Long form name

Muhafazat Arkhabil Suqutra

Long form name in Arabic Script

ISO 3166-2 code

YE-SU

Centre

Hadiboh/Hadibi

Centre in Arabic Script

EATRCEN

Variant names of centre

Hadibo; Hudaybt; Tamarida; Tamrida; Tamaridah

Consists of 2 districts

24 Until 2013, Socotra was part of Hadramawt governorate but in October 2013 a new Socotra Archipelago
governorate (Arabic: Muhafazat Arkhabi1l Suquira) was created.
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11. Dhamar (14°40'59"N 044°16'23"E)

| g The Permanent Committee on Geographical Names

Name in Arabic Script Jad
Long form name Muhafazat Dhamar
Long form name in Arabic Script Dl ddadlaa
ISO 3166-2 YE-DH
Centre Dhamar
Centre in Arabic Script Jad
Variant names Damar; Zamar
Consists of 12 districts

12. Hadramawt®® (16°00°00”N 049°00'00"E)*®
Name in Arabic Script O ga e
Long form name Muhafazat Hadramawt
Long form name in Arabic Script ) gayan dlails g
Variant names of ADM1 Hadramaut, Hadhramaut, Hadhramawt,

Hathramoot, Hadramut

ISO 3166-2 code YE-HD
Centre Al Mukalla
Centre in Arabic Script S
Variant names of centre Mukalla
Consists of 30 districts

13. Hajjah (16°00°00”N 043°15'00"E)
Name in Arabic Script daa
Long form name Muhafazat Hajjah
Long form name in Arabic Script daa dlaila.
ISO 3166-2 code YE-HJ
Centre Hajjah
Centre in Arabic Script daa
Variant names Haja; Hajja; Hage; Haggah; Hajje
Consists of 31 districts

14. Ibb (14°00'00”N 044°10'00"E)
Name in Arabic Script <
Long form name Muhafazat Ibb
Long form name in Arabic Script ) ddadlas
ISO 3166-2 code YE-IB
Centre Ibb
Centre in Arabic Script <
Variant names Ib

Consists of 20 districts

25 People from Hadramawt are called Hadramis.

26 The Socotra archipelago was formerly part of the Hadramawt governorate. It is now a separate governorate.
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15. Lahij (13°10'00”N 044°35'00"E)

| g The Permanent Committee on Geographical Names

Name in Arabic Script o
Long form name Muhafazat Lahij
Long form name in Arabic Script c;l idadla g
ISO 3166-2 code YE-LA
Centre Al Hawtah?’
Centre in Arabic Script il
Variant names Lahj, Lahej
Consists of 15 districts

16. Ma’rib (15°25'00""N 045°21'00"E)
Name in Arabic Script g
Long form name Muhafazat Ma’rib
Long form name in Arabic Script &Tl)im Adadla g
ISO 3166-2 code YE-MA
Centre Ma'rib
Centre in Arabic Script ol
Variant names Mareb, Marib
Consists of 14 districts

17. Raymah (14°38'00"N 043°40'00"E)
Name in Arabic Script Q)
Long form name Muhafazat Raymah
Long form name in Arabic Script day yadbadlas
ISO 3166-2 code YE-RA
Variant names of ADM1 Reima; Raimah
Centre Al Jabin
Centre in Arabic Script Call
Variant names of centre Jabin; Jabeen
Consists of 6 districts

18. Sa‘dah (17°03'48"N 043°54'54"E)
Name in Arabic Script 3draa
Long form name Muhafazat Sa‘dah
Long form name in Arabic Script Baraa 4ladla s
ISO 3166-2 code YE-SD
Centre Sa‘dah
Centre in Arabic Script 3z
Variant names Saada, Saadah
Consists of 15 districts

27 Sometimes seen as Hawdah and also known as Lahij (zJ).

11
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19. $an‘d’ (15°15'38"”N 044°25'30"E)*®

| g The Permanent Committee on Geographical Names

Name in Arabic Script

slraia

Long form name

Muhafazat San‘a’

Long form name in Arabic Script

ISO 3166-2 code

YE-SN

Centre*

$an‘a’ (Sanaa)

Centre in Arabic Script

;LQ_LA

Consists of 16 districts

20. Shabwah (15°00'00"”N 047°00'00"E)

Name in Arabic Script

b g

Long form name

Muhafazat Shabwah

Long form name in Arabic Script

"B}.u.uﬂ\.ksba

Variant names of ADM1

Shabwa

ISO 3166-2 code

YE-SH

Centre

‘Ataq

Centre in Arabic Script

Variant names of centre

Atak; Attak

Consists of 17 districts

21. Ta‘izz (13° 30'N 044°00'E)

Name in Arabic Script

Long form name

Muhafazat Ta‘izz

Long form name in Arabic Script

ISO 3166-2 code

YE-TA

Centre

Ta‘izz

Centre in Arabic Script

Variant Names

Taiz; Taez

Consists of 23 districts

22. Amanat al ‘Asimah (Sanaa City) (15°21'00”N 044°12'00"E)

Name in Arabic Script

Tealall il

Long form name

Long form name in Arabic Script

ISO 3166-2

YE-SA

Centre*

San‘a’ (Sanaa)

Centre in Arabic Script

elaiina

Consists of 10 districts

* According to our sources, for administrative purposes Sanaa is the administrative centre of both Sanaa
Governorate and the Sanaa City administrative divisions.

28 people from Sanaa are known as Sanaanis.
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Other Significant Locations
Romanized Name_ln Conventional | Variant Names . Feature
. Arabic 20 . Location
Arabic Name . Name or Spellings Type
Script
. . The Empty Rub Khali; al- 21°00'00" N Desert
‘ Lt f
Ar Rub"al Khal ‘; @)X Quarter* Rub’ al-Khali 051° 00' 00" E area
Al Bahr al 13°34'22" N
f f * -
Ahmar Red Sea 042°45 00" E | %2
Bab el 12° 35'00" N .
3 Al Gl '
Bab al Mandab - - Mandeb* 043° 21' 00" E Strait
Khooriga
Cadmeed,; o~ ~n
Khalij ‘Adan e gl Gulf of Aden* Badyarada 12° 00 ,00 N ’ Gulf
_ | 048°00' 00" E
Cadmeed; Khalij
al Barbari
Tihamat al
Yaman; At
Tihama; El
i - . ’ 14° 30' 00" N, .
Al - :
Tihamah P Tihama; 043° 15' 00" £ Plain
Tehama;
Tihama,; EI
Tihama
- - e . _ 12° 39' 25" N,
Jazirat Mayydn O By > Perim Island a2 Barim 043° 25' 12" E Island
Sokotra;
. . ' 12° 30" 00" N,
Suqutra S ki Socotra Soqotra; 054° 00' 00" E Island
Sugatra
< Al Akhawayn; 12°08' 00" N Island
= . ‘ . \y‘ . y
Al Ikhwan BIEES The Brothers il 053° 10' 00" E group
. 12° 09' 00" N, Island
A aun -
Samhah Samha 053° 03' 00" E
. 12° 07' 14" N, Island
o } .
Darsah S Darsa; Darzah 053° 16' 25" E
12°12' 00" N Island
‘ - ‘ _ _ i)
Abd al Kari oSN 2e 052° 13* 00" E
- . Mukha; Al 13°19'08" N, | Populated
' (EWA| ’ '
Al Mukha g Mocha Mukha 043° 15'11"E | place
Jazirat 15°21'13"N
N S 3 ) - ’
Kamaran OIS 5 5e Kamran 042035 a0 g | 'Sland
wadi
Wadt ) ) Hadhramaut; 15° 59' 36" N, Wadi
Hadramawt I ga_gaan Wadi 048° 50' 50" E
Hadramaut

29 * The names marked with an asterisk are classed as international features, consequently the English-language
conventional name should be used. For features within Yemen the conventional name should be shown in
brackets after the romanized Arabic name.
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Useful references

BBC Country Profile: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14704852
BGN/PCGN Romanization System for Arabic:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/637dfl1aae90e076b73e074c7/ROMANIZATI

ON_OF ARABIC - Nov_22.pdf

CIA World Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/yemen/

Clark, Victoria Dancing on the Heads of Snakes, Yale University Press, 2010
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ISO Online Browsing Platform (OBP): https://www.iso.org/obp/ui

Lackner, Helen Yemen in Crisis, Verso, 2019
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Languages: www.ethnologue.com

Leeds University — Modern South Arabian Languages: https://ahc.leeds.ac.uk/modern-
south-arabian-languages

NGA Geographic Names Server: https:/geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/
US Library of Congress Country Profile: https://tile.loc.gov/storage-
services/master/frd/copr/Yemen.pdf

UNESCO World Atlas of Languages: https://en.wal.unesco.org/
Unicode Consortium: www.unicode.org
Yemen National Information Centre: http://www.yemen-nic.info/

Edition 3

Updated May 2024
Compiled by PCGN
www.goVv.uk/pcgn
info@pcgn.org.uk

14

© Crown Copyright 2024

OFFICIAL


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14704852
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/637df1aae90e076b73e074c7/ROMANIZATION_OF_ARABIC_-_Nov_22.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/637df1aae90e076b73e074c7/ROMANIZATION_OF_ARABIC_-_Nov_22.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/yemen/
https://www.iso.org/home.html
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui
http://www.ethnologue.com/
https://ahc.leeds.ac.uk/modern-south-arabian-languages
https://ahc.leeds.ac.uk/modern-south-arabian-languages
https://geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/
https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/master/frd/copr/Yemen.pdf
https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/master/frd/copr/Yemen.pdf
https://en.wal.unesco.org/
http://www.unicode.org/
http://www.yemen-nic.info/
http://www.gov.uk/pcgn
mailto:info@pcgn.org.uk

TOPONYMIC FACTFILE ng nmw

Appendix
Administrative Structure of Yemen — ADM2s

The second-order administrative divisions or districts (Mudiriyah in Arabic) as at May 2011 are listed
below by governorate. The de facto situation in Yemen means that this structure is no longer
administered by a single central government, but it can still be used to refer to and label locations in
Yemen.

Notes:

1. Some names in the list below differ from those in PCGN’s 2007 paper on Yemen’s
administrative divisions as more recent sources have been acquired.

2. The letters Ta’ Marbifah and H&’ are often used interchangeably in Arabic script data on
Yemeni toponyms. It is common to see the same name written with the two dots on the final
letter (3) in one place and without () in another. This does not affect the romanization, which
remains —ah/-at. As this affects all names ending in Ta’ Marbdtah or Ha’ the variants have
not been listed individually below.

3. The BGN/PCGN Romanization System for Arabic® reflects the elided pronunciation of the
definite article ‘A’ when this occurs. Romanizations encountered elsewhere may however
reflect the spelling and show the definite article as ‘Al'. Compare for example Ad Dis or Al
Dis®!. Again, these variations have not been listed individually below.

4. Many toponyms in Yemen have been influenced by South Arabian languages. This creates
forms which may look unnatural or unusual to an Arabic speaker.

5. In addition to the Arabic-script name and the PCGN romanization, other spellings (both
Arabic and Roman script) which might be encountered are listed below. These are mostly
variant romanizations but on occasion there are variant spellings in Arabic script or a short
and long version of the district name.

3Ohttps://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/637df1aae90e076b73e074c7/ROMANIZATION OF ARABIC

- _Nov_22.pdf
31 The first of these is the PCGN Romanization.
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Abyan
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 o) | Ahwar - -
2 adaall | Al Mahfid Al Mahfad -
3 gl | Al Wadt' Al Wade'a -
4 (dua | Jayshan - -
5 A | Khanfir Khanfar -
6 3¢l | Lawdar - -
7 43394 | Midiyah - -
8 La | Ragad Rusud -
9 ¢l | Sabah Sibah -
10 s | Sarér - -
11 Jaad) | Zinjibar Zinjubar -
‘Adan
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 43, . | Al Buraygah Al Buraigeh -
2 8_gaial) | Al Mangirah - -
3 Maad) | Al Mu‘alld - -
4 &l | Ash Shaykh Ash Shaikh Outhman -
odie | ‘Uthman
5 @ gl | At Tawaht Attawahi, Steamer Point -
6 2w yla | Dar Sa'd - -
7 Sa yed | Khawr Maksar Khur Maksar -
8 3_ma | STrah (Crater) Craiter, Kraytar, Sira -
(55)
Ad Dalr*
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 auall | Ad Dalif Ad Dhalea’a -
2 a)3 | Al Azarig - -
3 Cmaadl | Al Husayn Al Hussein -
4 sldall | Al Hush&' - -
5 <udd) | Ash Shu‘ayb Ash Sha‘lb -
6 Ciad | Damt - -
7 Glaa | Jipaf Jahaf -
8 (s | Juban - -
9 dukaad | Qa'tabah - -
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Al Bayda’
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 Chaadl | Al *Arsh - -
2 slawll | Al Bayda’ - -
3 padall | Al Malgjim Al Malajam, Al Malagim -
4 d&y 81 | Al Qurayshiyah Al Quraishyah -
5 aL&L ) | Ar Riyashiyah Ar Ryashyyah -
6 daq gall | As Sawma‘ah - -
7 4430 gudl | As Sawwadiyah As Sawadiyah -
8 4, &l | Ash Shariyah Ash Sharyah -
9 44kl | At Taffah - -
10 A3 | Az Zahir - -
11 asli 53 | DhT Na'im - -
12 4i1a | Madinat al Bayda’ Al Bayda City -
slawd)
13 5 gua | Maswarah - -
14 w4 saSa | Mukayras - -
15 Okard | Na‘man - -
16 ol | Nati - -
17 g1y, | Rada’ - -
18 Ok, | Radman Radman al ‘Awad ualss JI ey
19 zlwa | Sabah - -
20 &= Ay | Walad Rabr' Wald Rabi’ -
Al Hudaydah
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 ~al | Ad Dapi - -
2 <240 | Ad Durayhimi - -
3 Al [ AlHan - -
4 e gall | Al Hawak - -
5 dliaall | Al Hujaylah Al Hajjaylah -
6 Il | Al Jarraht Al Garrahi -
7 43 Al | Al Khawkhah - -
8 4gall) | Al Lupayyah Alluheyah -
9 4y, 9aiad) | Al Mangdriyah - -
10 de g) yall | Al Marawi‘ah - -
11 Maadl | Al Mighlaf - -
12 slisall | Al MIN&’ - -
13 3 _aiall | Al Munirah - -
14 wagddl) [ Al Qanawis - -
15 alall | Ag Salif - -
16 433 | As Sukhnah - -
17 Ladl) | At Tuhayta - -
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TOPONYMIC FACTFILE
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
18 4.y 31 | Az Zaydiyah - -
19 54 ) | Az Zuhrah - -
20 Jals | Bajil - -
21 4881} ¢uy | Bayt al Fagth Bayt al Fagiah -
22 g | Bura’ - -
23 g | Hays - -
24 il Jea | Jabal Ra's - -
25 IS | Kamaran - -
26 L3 | Zabid - -
Al Jawf
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 Jadi | Al Ghayl - -
2 Glasaall | Al Humaydat - -
3 (&l | Al Khalg - -
4 < skanll | Al Maglib - -
5 4dahal) | Al Matammah - -
6 Gsiall | Al Matiin Al Maton -
7 A1) | Az Zahir - -
8 Oliadl ke | Barat al ‘Inan Bart al Anan -
9 | gl ak | Hazm al Jawf Al Hazm, Al Jawf < gl caad)
10 | axddl g A | Khabb wa ash - -
Sh'af
11 <A | Kharab al - -
(i) gall Marasht
12 s s, | Rajizah - -
Al Mahrah
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 dagl) | Al Ghaydah - daal)
2 dluual) | Al Masilah - -
3 (e | Haswayn Huswain -
4 <l | Hat - -
5 aga | Hawf - -
6 e | Min‘ar Man‘ar -
7 8 | Qishn Qashan -
8 <gasw | Sayhat Saihut -
9 ¢adi | Shihan Shahan -
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TOPONYMIC FACTFILE
Al Mahwit
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 <udlf | Al Khabt - -
2 Cu gaadl | Al Mahwit Mahweet -
3 aa Ll | Ar Rujum - -
4 4y ghtl) | At Tawilah - -
5 2w s | Bani Sa'd Beni Saad -
6 ilda | Hufash - -
7 | cugaall Ahaa | Madinat al Mahwit | Mahwit City, Mahweet City -
8 Sals | Milhan - -
9 LS oS aladi | Shibam - -
Kawkaban
‘Amran
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names

1 Olues | ‘Amran - -
2 4Zall | Al ‘Ashshah Al ‘Ashah -
3 Slaal) | Al Madan - -
4 gl | As Sawd - -

5 odgudl | As Stdah - -

6 pipa A3 | Bant Suraym Bani Suraim -

7 O 3 | DhTBin Dhibin Gl
8 4l | gua | Habadr Zulaymah Zulaymat Habar s Aaully
9 Obd g | Harf Sufyan - -
10 &iga | Hath - -
11 T Jue | ‘lyal Surayh - -
12 | aj Jue Jua | Jabal ‘lyal Yazid - -
13 A | Khamir - -
14 <A | Kharif - -
15 Jga | Maswar - -
16 L 418 | Quflat ‘Udhr Qaflah, Al Quflah PFAT]
17 34, | Raydah - -
18 8 g | Shaharah - -
19 Hea | Suwayr - -
20 ¢ | Thuld’ - -
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| g The Permanent Committee on Geographical Names

Arkhabil Sugqutra (Socotra Archipelago)®
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 Sada Hadiboh (Hadiba) Hidaybu; Hadibo -
2 Ae g 4wl | Qalansiyah wa ‘Abd | Qulensya wa Abd al Kuri -
oSl al Kart
Dhamar
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 glaall | Al Hada’ - -
2 Ul | Al Manar - -
3 w«ie | ‘Ans Anss -
4 & ﬁ Dawran ‘Ans Dawran 2:223 Dawran ) Oy a
5 @4 Jia | Jabal ash Sharq - -
6 Ol | Jahran - -
7 Jkad dLaa | Madinat Dhamar Dhamar City -
8 Q& @ _ga | Maghrib ‘Ans - -
9 ouis dadia Mayfa‘at ‘Ans Mayfa‘ah ‘Ans -
10 ddie | ‘Utmah - -
11 L,a.l.c.a 9 Wasab as Safi Wousab as Safil -
Jatudi
12 | Aull layg | Wasab al ‘Al Wusab al Al -
Hadramawt
Arabic PCGN Variant RomanScript Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 e | ‘Amad Amd -
2 ALl | Ad Dalr‘ah Adh Dhlia’ah -
3 ) | Ad D1s - -
4 oadl | Al “Abr Aber -
5 M) | Al Mukalla - -
6 okdll | Al Qatn - -
7 aal) | Al Quff Al Qaf -
8 sa )l | Ar Raydah wa Ar Raydah wa Qusayar -
b g | Qusay'ir
9 pgadl | As Sawm - -
10 saddl | Ash Shihar Ash Shahr -
11 tda a9 2 | Barim Mayfa' Brom Mayfa -
12 (e 93 | Daw'an - -
13 | _is b & | Ghayl Ba Wazir - -

32 Hadiboh (Hadibt) and Qalansiyah wa ‘Abd al KarT are the two districts which make up the Socotra

Archipelago. In this region Soqotri language names (where they are known) should be shown, with the Arabic
name (if it differs) shown in brackets.
20

© Crown Copyright 2024
OFFICIAL



| g The Permanent Committee on Geographical Names

TOPONYMIC FACTFILE
Arabic PCGN Variant RomanScript Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
14 | omas o Je& | Ghayl Bin Ghayl Bin Yamin, -
Yumayn
15 saa | Hajr Hajar, Hajjar, Hagr -
16 | pauall jaa | Hajrag Say‘ar Hagr As Sai'ar -
17 duay | Huraydah Huraidhah -
18 | Ml 4iaa | Madinat al Mukalla City -
Mukalla
19 444, | Rakhiyah Rakhyah -
20 SLAJ Rumah - -
21 olw | Sah - -
22 Csiw | Say’lin Seyun, Sei’yun -
23 ale | Shibam Shebam -
24 aa s | Tarim - -
25 344 | Thamad Thamoud -
26 | oad) )y | WadT al ‘Ayn - -
(20529)
27 &ay | Ya'buth Yib‘ath -
28 | #siag sl | Zamakh wa Zamakhwa Manwakh e sl
Minwakh
Hajjah
Arabic Script PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 s | ‘Abs - -
2 Ol eld) | Aflah al Yaman - -
3 aldl) ptd) | Aflah ash Sham - -
4 dasaal) | Al Jamimah - -
5 4y gall | Al Maghrabah - -
6 d&ylaall | Al Mahabishah - -
7 gldal) | Al Miftah - -
8 8 awidl | Ash Shaghadirah - -
9 JaLadl | Ash Shahil - -
10 alwl | Aslam Aslem -
11 sl Jass | Bakil al Mayr Bakil al Mir -
12 algdl A | Bani al ‘Awwam Bani Al Awam -
13 | skl b s | BanT Qays at Tawr Bani Qa’is, Beni Qays -
14 daa | Hajjah Hajah -
15 w2 | Harad - -
16 Glsa | Hayran - -
17 Gl Ol A | Khayran al - -
Mubarraq
18 4iaaS | Ku'aydinah - -
19 e odag | Kublan ‘Affar - -
20 b pdd) ¢Mas | Kuhlan ash Sharaf - -
21 S | Kushar - -
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TOPONYMIC FACTFILE
Arabic Script PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
22 (e | Mabyan - -
23 daa 4414 | Madinat Hajjah Hajjah City -
24 é.}.\.ﬁ Mrdr - -
25 ¢lia | Mustabd’ - -
26 5_ad | Najrah - -
27 38 | Qarah - -
28 sadi (88 | Qufl Shamr Qafl Shamir, Qufl -
Shammar
29 (4 | Sharas Sharis -
30 s way | Wadrah Wadhrah -
31 4a.k g | Washhah - -
Ibb
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 Cpand) | Al ‘Udayn - -
2 AL | Al Makhadir - -
3 4iial) | Al Mashannah - -
4 L&l | Al Qafr - -
5 54l | An Nadirah - -
6 daall | Ar Ragmah - -
7 5yl | As Sabrah - -
8 5 audl | As Saddah - -
9 ) | As Sayyani - -
10 "2l | Ash Sha'ir Ash Shir -
11 Ul | Az Zihar Al Dhihar -
12 Olaey | Ba'dan - -
13 Juudl 53 | Dh as Sufal - -
14 Cpadl g 8 | Far al ‘Udayn - -
15 Opaad) aja | Hazm al ‘Udayn - -
16 (s | Hubaysh - -
17 <) | Ibb - -
18 4l | Jiblah - -
19 A3 | Mudhaykhirah - -
20 ais | Yarim - -
Labhij
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 aall | Al Hadd Al Had -
2 4k gal) | Al Hawtah Al Hawdah -
3 4, uadl) | Al Madaribah wa al - -
3l g ‘Arah
4 il [ Al Maflaht Al Maflahy -
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TOPONYMIC FACTFILE
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
5 3_kl&all | Al Magatirah - -
6 g3l | Al Milah - -
7 sasaall | Al Musaymir - -
8 4y al | Al Qabaytah Al Qabbaytah -
9 o2 Jaaa | Habil Jabr Habil Jabar -
10 Cmalla | Halimayn - -
11 ola, | Radfan - -
12 ¢ | Tuban - -
13 daldl 44k | Tar al Bahah Tawr al Bahah -
14 @’LJ Y afif - -
15 = | Yahir Yahr -
Ma’rib
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 dgaml) | Al ‘Abdiyah - -
2 iyl | Al Jubah Al Jawbah -
3 s&yy | Bidbidah Bidbadah -
4 A | Harib - -
5 | (a8l cuja | Harlb al Qaramish Harb al Qaramish a8 G
6 3l Jaa | Jabal Murad - -
7 <l | Ma'rib - -
8 Seaall J&aa | Madghal al Jad‘an Madghal, Medghal Jeda
9 <k 4haa | Madinat Ma'rib Marib City -
10 4dala | Mahillyah - -
11 JJaa | Majzar - -
12 Ols&, | Raghwan - -
13 4., | Rahabah - -
14 Clora | Sirwah - -
Rayma
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 iy ,daall | Al Ja'fariyah - -
2 Cmaldl | Al Jabin - -
3 ajdLl) | As Salafiyah - -
4 plaall 23 | Bilad af Ta‘am - -
5 4aus | Kusmah - -
6 A3 | Mazhar - -
a‘dah
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 8 gal) | Al Hishwah Al Hashwah -
2 ¢ldall | As Safrd’ - -
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TOPONYMIC FACTFILE
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
3 AWl | Az Zahir Al Dhaher -
4 adL | Bagim - -
5 & | Ghamir Ghamr -
6 Slaa | Haydan - -
7 el g Ll | Kitaf wa al Bug' Kitaf wa Al Boge'e -
8 Jaa | Majz - -
9 4.ia | Munabbih Monabbih -
10 tad | Qatabir - -
11 ¢J), | Razih - -
12 ? da | Sa‘dah Saada, Saadah -
13 Jlaww | Sahar Sahar e jalu
14 Cudlw | Sagayn - -
15 siad | Shidd’ Shada’a -
an‘a’
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 danll | Al Haymah ad - -
FIRECR( Dakhiltyah
2 danll | Al Haymah al - -
da Ay Kharijtyah
3 (waad) | Al Husn Al Hasan -
4 «a i | Arhab - -
5 Jukll | At Tiyal Attyal -
6 Olesa (A | Bani Dabyan Bani Dhabyan -
7 Clandia u.u Bant Hushaysh - -
8 sha u.u Bant Matar - -
9 | Lusdl o | Bilad ar Ras - -
10 Olaad | Hamdan - -
11 4ilaa | Jihanah - -
12 N sA | Khawlan Khwlan -
13 4alia | Manakhah - -
14 a¢ | Nihm - -
15 Odra | Sa'fan - -
16 | Asg (aiw | Sanhan wa Bani Sanhan -
Jslem Bahlal
Shabwah
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 slaye | ‘Armd’ - -
2 @ | ‘Ataq ‘Ataq -
3 e | ‘Ayn Al ‘Ayn -
4 OPaws | ‘Usaylan - -

© Crown Copyright 2024

OFFICIAL

24



| g The Permanent Committee on Geographical Names

TOPONYMIC FACTFILE
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
5 4ua g 4l | Ar Rawdah - -
6 Lall | As Sa'd - -
7 k) | At Talh - -
8 (aas | Bayban - -
9 a2 | Duhur Dhar -
10 Ola | Habban - -
11 cuba | Hatib Hutayb -
12 Olaa | Jardan Jaradan -
13 Llal) 44 ja | Markhah al ‘Ulya Merkhah al Ulya, Markhat -
al Ulya
14 | Al 43 e | Markhah as Merkhah as Sufla, -
Sufla Markhat as Sufla
15 4adia | Mayfa'ah - -
16 <lai | Nisab - -
17 ag@) | Ruddm - -
Ta'izz
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 Aaal) | Al Ma'afir Ma'afer -
2 Jau gall | Al Mawasit - -
3 &) »ual) | Al Misrakh - -
4 Wl | Al Mukha Mocha, Al Makha Y]
5 Jikal) | Al Muzaffar Mudhaffar -
6 3_aldll | Al Qahirah - -
7 i 3)gl | Al WaziTyah - -
8 shall | As Silw As Salw -
9 Culaddl | Ash Shamayatayn Ash Shama&’itayn Clilad)
10 dy il | At Ta'izziyah - -
11 <L | Dhubab - -
12 SAa | Hayfan - -
13| <ua Jua | Jabal Habashi Jabal Habashy -
14| i | Khadir Dhimnat Khadir eaa Al
15 43134 | Magbanah - -
16 de i | Mashra‘ah wa Mishra‘ah wa Hadnan -
Clbaa Hadnan
17 iy 5k | Mawiyah - -
18 £ s | Mawza' - -
19 | adlgall jua | Sabir al Mawadim - -
20 4la | Salah Salh -
21 gl | Sami' Sama -
22 <= % | Sharab ar - -
Ly Rawnah
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TOPONYMIC FACTFILE
23 <= & | Shar‘ab as Salam - -
abead)
Amanat al ‘Asimah (Sanaa City)
Arabic PCGN Variant Roman Script Variant Arabic Script
Script Romanization Spellings or Names Spellings or Names
1 saa gl | Al Wahdah - -
2 ) | As Saba‘in Al Sabaeen -
3 adlall | As Safiyah Assafiyah -
4 sadl) | At Tabrir - -
5 3,44 | Ath Thawrah Ath’thaorah -
6 JJl | Azal Az'zal -
7 &lall A | Bant al Harith - -
8 (| Ma‘In Ma’ain -
9 slala | San‘ad’ al Old Sanaa, Old City -
daaay | Qadimah
10 g2 | Shu‘ob Shu’aub, Sha’'ub -
Sources:

1. National Information Centre (NIC): http://www.yemen-nic.info

Ministry of Local Information (MOLA)

2.
3. Ministry of Public Health & Population: http://www.mophp-ye.org
4

United Nations Second Administrative Level Boundaries data set project (SALB):
http://www.unsalb.org/

oo

GIS Centre (YRSGISC). ISBN: 978-3-85313-135-0
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