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Lithuania

Country name Lithuania

State title Republic of Lithuania
Name of citizen Lithuanian

Official language Lithuanian (lit)*

Country name in official language Lietuva

State title in official language Lietuvos Respublika

Script Roman

1SO-3166 country code (alpha-2/alpha-3) LT/LTU

Capital Vilnius

Population / Area 2.886 million? / 65,286 km?

Introduction

Lithuania, located in northeastern Europe, is the largest and most populous of the three Baltic states.
It is also the southernmost of the trio, situated on the eastern shore of the Baltic Sea. It has
international boundaries with Belarus, Latvia, Poland and a detached part of Russia (Kaliningrad
oblast’).

Lithuania, the first of the Soviet Republics to assert its independence in 1990, adopted the official state
title “Republic of Lithuania”. Prior to this, from 1940 to 1990, Lithuania was a part of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) as the “Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic” (SSR), though Lithuania’s
annexation by the USSR was never formally recognised by the British Government.

Geographical names policy

Lithuanian is written in Roman script; PCGN recommends using official Roman-script sources for all
Lithuanian place names, retaining all diacritical marks.

The State Commission of the Lithuanian Language (http://www.vlkk.It/en/) is the official regulating
body of the Lithuanian language and functions as the geographical names authority. The Service of
Place Names for the Territory of Lithuania is a toponymic database provided via the Lithuanian Spatial
Information portal. Alternatively, an interactive map, administered by the State Enterprise Centre of
Registers, the Address Register (REGIA), also contains authoritative geographical names. The Portrait
of the Regions of Lithuania on the Official Statistics Portal of Lithuania contains administrative

mapping.

1 Language codes in this Factfile are 1ISO 639-3 codes.
2 https://osp.stat.gov.lt/en
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Language

The only official language is Lithuanian (Lithuanian: lietuviy kalba), a Baltic language most closely
related to Latvian, although the two are not mutually intelligible. The Baltic languages form a sub-
group within the Indo-European family and share a common ancestor with most languages of Europe,
though notably not Estonian. The main linguistic minorities are Polish in the southeast and Russian in
the northeast.

Inventory of characters

Lithuanian uses the Roman alphabet excluding the letters Q, W and X. Four distinct diacritics are used
to produce a total of nine additional symbols.

Additional characters

Upper-case Unicode Lower-case Unicode

character encoding character encoding
A 0104 3 0105
¢ 010C ¢ 010D
E 0118 e 0119
E 0116 é 0117
] 012E j 012F
S 0160 § 0161
y 0172 y 0173
U 016A a 0168
z 017D z 017E

Alphabetical order

The letter Y is sorted between | and J, rather than between V and Z. Letters with diacritics are sorted
after their counterparts without.

Capitalisation

Upper-case letters are used in Lithuanian less often than in English. A generic geographical term
usually has a lower-case initial if it is part of a place name; PCGN recommends reflecting this local use
e.g. Vilniaus apskritis (Vilnius County). Note that BGN’s Geographic Names Server (GNS) capitalises
generic terms regardless of the original, so this should be borne in mind when using that dataset.
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Territorial issues

Lithuania has been larger since 1945 than it was during the interwar period (1918-39) as it gained
territory from Poland; a strip of territory in the south east that included the de jure capital Vilnius. The
post-WW2 boundary roughly followed ethnic boundaries rather than any previous administrative
boundary. Some Lithuanian nationalists claimed additional territories in Belarus, Poland and
Kaliningrad oblast’ (part of Germany up to 1945; subsequently part of Russia).

Administrative divisions

Lithuania is divided into 10 counties (apskritis). These were established in 1994, with a few
subsequent minor changes to borders. However, in 2010 the administrative powers of the counties
were shifted largely to the 60 municipalities within the counties. It is therefore the municipalities that
should be considered the first-order administrative divisions (ADM1s). All counties and municipalities
are named after their chief town. The full Lithuanian name is in the genitive case, which results in a
small difference to the end of the specific part of the name when incorporated into the full name with

generic. For example, Vilnius becomes Vilniaus in the full name Vilniaus apskritis (Vilnius County).

Lithuanian English

apskritis County

savivaldybé Municipality

miesto savivaldybé | City Municipality

rajono savivaldybé District Municipality

Municipality - short| Municipality - full name ISO 3166- |County —fullname| Administrative

name with generic 2 code with generic centre
Akmené AkrTmenes r‘.':ljono LT-01  [Siauliy apskritis Naujoji Akmené
savivaldybé
Alytaus miestas Alytaus miesto savivaldybé LT-02  |Alytaus apskritis Alytus
Alytus Alytaus rajono savivaldybé LT-03  |Alytaus apskritis Alytus
Anyksciai AnYkSCIQ ra?Jono LT-04  |Utenos apskritis Anyksciai
savivaldybé
BirStonas Birstono savivaldybé LT-05  |[Kauno apskritis BirStonas
Birzai BirZy rajono savivaldybé LT-06  |Panevézio apskritis |Birzai
Druskininkai Druskininky savivaldybé LT-07  |Alytaus apskritis Druskininkai
Elektrénai Elektrény savivaldybée LT-08  |Vilniaus apskritis  |Elektrénai
. Ignalinos rajono . .

Ignalina savivaldybé LT-09  |Utenos apskritis Ignalina
Jonava Jonavos rajono savivaldybé LT-10  [Kauno apskritis Jonava
Joniskis Joniskio rajono savivaldybe LT-11  [Siauliy apskritis Joniskis
Jurbarkas Jurbarko rajono savivaldybé LT-12  [Tauragés apskritis [Jurbarkas
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Municipality - short| Municipality - full name ISO 3166- |County —fullname| Administrative
name with generic 2 code with generic centre
Kaisiadorys KaI?IadOI‘IL{. rajone LT-13  [Kauno apskritis Kaisiadorys
savivaldybé
Kalvarija Kalvarijos savivaldybé LT-14 Marugr‘npoles Kalvarija
apskritis
Kaunas Kauno miesto savivaldybé LT-16  [Kauno apskritis Kaunas
Kauno miestas Kauno rajono savivaldybé LT-15  |Kauno apskritis Kaunas
Marii I
Kazly Rudos Kazly Rudos savivaldybé LT-17 arljér.‘r'npo es Kazly Ruda
apskritis
Kelmé Kelmés rajono savivaldybé LT-19  [Siauliy apskritis Kelmé
Klaipeda Klaipedos miesto LT-21  [Klaipédos apskritis [Gargzdai
P savivaldybé P P &
Klaipédos miestas Klaipédos rajono LT-20  |Klaipédos apskritis |Klaipéda
P savivaldybé P P P
. Kretingos rajono . o, .
Kretinga savivaldybé LT-22  [Klaipédos apskritis |Kretinga
Kupiskis Kupiskio rajono savivaldybé LT-23  |Panevézio apskritis |Kupiskis
Kédainiai Kédainiy rajono savivaldybé LT-18  |Kauno apskritis Kédainiai
Lazdijai Lazdijy rajono savivaldybé LT-24  |Alytaus apskritis Lazdijai
. . . . . i Marijampolés . .
Marijampolé Marijampolés savivaldybé LT-25 apskritis Marijampolé
v e Mazeikiy rajono .. " v s
Mazeikiai . . LT-26  [TelSiu apskritis Mazeikiai
savivaldybé
Molétai Moléty rajono savivaldybé LT-27  |Utenos apskritis Molétai
Neringa Neringos savivaldybé LT-28  [Klaipédos apskritis |Nida
Pagégiai Pagégiy savivaldybeé LT-29  [Tauragés apskritis |Pagégiai
Pakruojis Pak.I’UOJO ra.uono LT-30  [Siauliy apskritis Pakruojis
savivaldybé
. Palangos miesto o "
Palangos miestas savivaldybé LT-31  [Klaipédos apskritis |Palanga
Panevézio miestas Pan.eve2|o rmesto LT-32  |Panevézio apskritis |Panevézys
savivaldybé
Panevézys Pan‘eve2|o .ra‘°”° LT-33  |Panevézio apskritis |Panevézys
savivaldybé
Pasvalys Pasvalio rajono savivaldybé LT-34  |Panevézio apskritis |Pasvalys
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Municipality - short| Municipality - full name ISO 3166- |County —fullname| Administrative
name with generic 2 code with generic centre
Plungé Plungés rajono savivaldybé LT-35 [TelSiu apskritis Plungé
Prienai Prieny rajono savivaldybeé LT-36  [Kauno apskritis Prienai
Radvilidkis sR:\iz!:Zl;igérajono LT-37  [Siauliy apskritis Radvilidkis
Raseiniai Raseiniy rajono savivaldybé LT-38  |Kauno apskritis Raseiniai
Rietavas Rietavo savivaldybé LT-39  [TelSiu apskritis Rietavas
Rokiskis Rokiskio rajono savivaldybé LT-40  |Panevézio apskritis |RokiSkis
Skuodas Skuodo rajono savivaldybé LT-48  [Klaipédos apskritis [Skuodas
Sakiai Sakiy rajono savivaldybe LT-41 aMpaSEi?tT;pOIés Sakiai
Sal¢ininkai ::\I/iif\i/r;ilr:jl;tégajono LT-42  |Vilniaus apskritis  [Sal&ininkai
Siauliai Siauliy miesto savivaldybé LT-44  [Siauliy apskritis Siauliai
Siauliy miestas Siauliy rajono savivaldybé LT-43  [Siauliy apskritis Siauliai
Silale Silalés rajono savivaldybé LT-45 [Tauragés apskritis [Silalé
Silute Silutés rajono savivaldybeé LT-46  |Klaipédos apskritis [Siluté
Sirvintos Sirvinty rajono savivaldybé LT-47  |Vilniaus apskritis  [Sirvintos
Svencionys i;/\(jir;i‘ilc:jr;ik:,jérajono LT-49  |Vilniaus apskritis  [Svencionys
Taurage Z::izlzgljjgzjono LT-50 [Tauragés apskritis [Tauragé
TelSiai TelSiy rajono savivaldybé LT-51  [TelSiu apskritis TelSiai
Trakai Traky rajono savivaldybé LT-52  |Vilniaus apskritis  [Trakai
Ukmergé Eali/rir;zrl'gisk;gajono LT-53  |Vilniaus apskritis  |[Ukmergé
Utena Utenos rajono savivaldybé LT-54  |Utenos apskritis Utena
Varéna Varénos rajono savivaldybé LT-55  |Alytaus apskritis Varéna
Vilkaviskis Vilkaviskio rajono LT.56  [MArUampoles o viskis
savivaldybé apskritis
Vilniaus miestas Vilniaus miesto savivaldybé LT-57  |Vilniaus apskritis  [Vilnius
Vilnius Vilniaus rajono savivaldybé LT-58  |Vilniaus apskritis  |Vilnius
Visaginas Visagino savivaldybé LT-59 |Utenos apskritis Visaginas
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Municipality - short| Municipality - full name ISO 3166- |County —fullname| Administrative
name with generic 2 code with generic centre
Zarasai Zarasy rajono savivaldybeé LT-60  |Utenos apskritis Zarasai
Other Significant Locations
PCGN Variant names location Feature | Remarks
recommended or spellings type
name
Curonian (Courland) 55.092778 N | lagoon | Situated between the
Lagoon 20.916389 E Curonian  Spit and the
mainland of Lithuania and
Russia’s Kaliningrad oblast’.
Nemunas 55.336667 N river
21.247222 E
Neris 54.900278 N river
23.874167 E
Masa Latvian: Misa 56.402778 N | river A small tributary of the
24.159444 E Mémele, forming part of the
boundary between Latvia and
Lithuania.
Sventoji Latvian: Sventaja | 56.028333 N | river The river forms part of the
21073333 E boundary between Latvia and
) Lithuania for 30km. Its mouth,
on the Baltic Sea, is in
Lithuania.
Vadakstis Latvian: 56.411944 N | river A small tributary of the Venta,
Vadakste 22.2175E forming part of the boundary
between Latvia and Lithuania.
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Map of Lithuania
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Map produced by PCGN for illustrative purposes only, and is not to be taken necessarily as representing the views of the
UK government on boundaries or political status.

Useful references

In Lithuania

e Names, addresses and geographical locations of administrative units, wards, residential areas,
streets, as well as names given to buildings, structures or other objects are stored in the
Address Register, which is administered by the State Enterprise Centre of Registers. An
interactive map of the Register objects REGIA (www.regia.lt) has been created on the basis of
the Address Register data.

e The Service of Place Names for the Territory of Lithuania is a toponymic database provided
via the Lithuanian Spatial Information portal: http://www.geoportal.lt/map/.

e The Portrait of the Regions of Lithuania: http://regionai.stat.gov.lt/ (contains administrative
mapping).

e Geo-Information Database of Lithuanian Toponyms (in Lithuanian):
http://Ivvgdb.lki.lt/vietovardziai/english.html.

e Modern Lithuanian Dictionary, which contains a list of place names:
http://www.autoinfa.lt/webdic/.

e The Lithuanian Dictionary of Place Names (volumes 1 & 2) published by the Onomastics
Division of the Lithuanian Language Institute.

e 1:300,000-scale wall map of the Republic of Lithuania published 2014-5 by the Institute of
Aerial Geodesy.
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General

The National Atlas of Lithuania (volume 1), published in 2014 by the National Land Service
under the Ministry of Agriculture. Maps from the 1st Volume can be found on the Lithuanian
Spatial Information Portal (www.geoportal.lt). The 2" Volume of the National Atlas of
Lithuania published in 2015 is dedicated to the history of Lithuania.

BBC Country Profile: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17536867

CIA World Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/lithuania/
FCDO Travel Advice: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/lithuania
International Organization for Standardization (ISO): www.iso.org

ISO Online Browsing Platform (OBP): https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/

Languages: www.ethnologue.com; www.omniglot.com

US Board on Geographic Names Server (GNS): http://geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/

Compiled by DGC and PCGN
www.gov.uk/pcgn
Edition 2, June 2024
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